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Name: ________________________________
Date:   ________________________________


Tracking Sales with Bar Graphs

Assessment Level B

The New Year's Day bird count in Watertown involved 250 people and a total of 645 hours of birdwatching in the city's parks during 2005 and 2006.  The following two graphs show the total counts for bird species each year. 
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Assessment Level B, Page 2
[image: image2.emf]2006 Birdwatching Data

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Canada Goose

Snow Goose

Great Blue Heron

Great Horned Owl

Downy Woodpecker

Pileated Woodpecker

Blue Jay

Mallard

Number of Sightings


While you can read the data from these two graphs, the scales are different, which makes interpreting the graphs more difficult, as you have seen in this activity.  Another way to compare different sets of data with bar graphs to is to graph all the data on the same graph, placing different years side-by-side to allow you to compare them easily.  

On the graph below, the data for Canada Geese for 2005 and 2006 are graphed next to each other.  The graph legend, to the right of the graph, explains that the numbers of birds observed in 2005 are represented on the graph with dark bars, while the birds observed in 2006 are represented on the graph with unshaded bars.
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1. Complete the graph by using the data from the first two bar graphs.

2. For which species did the bird-watchers find about the same number of birds in both years?

3. Which species' total count decreased from 2005 to 2006?


4. Which species' total count increased from 2005 to 2006?

5. What was the total number of birds counted on New Year's Day,


a) in 2005:  _______________________________
b) in 2006:  _______________________________
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