
Let’sthinkaboutsomeexamples

Does the child ever function in ways that would be considered age expected regarding this outcome area? 

  Let’s think about some examples 

YES Consider statements 4-7 

Is the child showing age expected functional skills in all 
aspects of this outcome and across all settings and situations? 

NO YES

To what extent is the child 
using age expected skillsacross 

settings and situations? 

Are there any concerns about 
the child’s function with regard 

to this outcome area? 

NO  Consider statements 1-3 

Is the child using functional skills that are 
close to age expectedfunctioning? 

NO YES

To what extent does the child use 
functional skills that are close to age 

expected across settings and situations? 

Child uses 
many 

important 
skills that are 
 necessary 

for more 

Child is beginning 
to show some of 
the early skills that 
are necessary for   
development of 
more advanced 
skills in this area. advanced skills. 

Child shows 
occasional use 
of some age 

expected skills 
– or only

some aspects 
of the skills. 
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Let’s think about some examples 

Decision Tree for Child Outcome Summary Statement Process 
Based on All Assessment Information 

NOTE: Performance of an age expected skill that emerges at a younger age is not enough by itself to answer “yes” to this question. 

Child might be 
described as like 
that of a much 
younger child. 

He or she shows 
early skills, 
but not yet 
immediate 

foundational or 
age expected 
skills in this 

outcome area. 

Child is showing 
some emerging 
or immediate 
foundational 

skills, which will 
help him or 
her to work 
toward age 
appropriate 

skills in the area 
of this 

outcome. 

Child is not yet 
using skills 

expected of his or 
her age. He or she 

does use many 
important and 

immediate 
foundational skills 

to build upon in 
the area of this 

outcome. 

Child shows 
occasional use 

of some age 
expected skills, 
but more of his 
or her skills are 

not yet age 
expected in the 

area of this 
outcome. 

Child shows many 
age expected 

skills, but 
continues to show 
some functioning 

that might be 
described like 

that of a slightly 
younger child in 
the area of this 

outcome. 

Child has the 
skills that 
we would 

expect of his or 
her age in 

regard to this 
outcome; 

however, there 
are concerns. 

Child has all 
of the skills 

that we 
would expect 
of a child his 
or her age in 
the area of 

this outcome. 

This professional development resource is adapted from the “Decision Tree for COS Process” developed by the Integrated Training Collaborative (ITC) and Infant and Toddler Connection of Virginia 
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YES NO 

Child shows many 
age expected 
skills. He also 

continues to show 
some skills that 

might describe a 
younger child. 
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