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Reading Work Sample  
Vale Middle School –– What is Plagiarism? 

 

Instructions: 
 
Read the following article carefully and make notes in the margin as you read.   
Your notes should include: 
 

o Comments that show that you understand the article. (A summary or statement of the main 
idea of important sections may serve this purpose.) 

o Questions you have that show what you are wondering about as you read. 
o Notes that differentiate between fact and opinion. 
o Observations about how the writer’s strategies (organization, word choice, perspective, 

support) and choices affect the article. 
Your margin notes are part of your score for this assignment. 
 
Student  ______________________________________ 
 
Class Period ___________________________________ 
  

Notes on my thoughts, 
reactions and questions as I 
read: 
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Notes on my thoughts, 
reactions and questions as I 
read: 
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Notes on my thoughts, 
reactions and questions as I 
read: 

Dowshen, Steven. “What is Plagiarism.” 2008. Available at 
http://kidshealth.org/kid/feeling/school/plagiarism.html. 

1.  If you were trying to summarize this article for someone who had not read it, what would you say about 
it? 

2.  What message is the author hoping to convey in this selection? 
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3.  Make a list of three strategies the author uses in this article to convince the reader that the information 
is accurate and believable. 

4.  What do you think would be a suitable consequence should a student at VMS be found guilty of 
plagiarism? 


