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Example of a Character Analysis Essay 

Topic: Frodo and His Heroic Weakness 

I. Sample Introduction of a Character Analysis Essay 

In literature, characters play an essential role in enhancing the plot of a story. Basically, 

they do this through their actions, behaviors, relationships, and other aspects of personality. 

Moreover, their mannerisms define who they are within the context of a story. In The Lord of the 

Ring, J.R.R. Tolkien captures a heroic conscience that characterizes human existence. Then, the 

author reveals the destructive power of greed and envy, mainly where promises are concerned. 

Nonetheless, Tolkien shows how friendship and courage overcome these vices. At the center of a 

story, The Lord of the Ring, is Frodo Baggins, a protagonist, who, despite undergoing a series of 

challenging adventures, emerges as a hero. 

II. Example of a Body in a Character Analysis Essay 

A. Frodo as a Hero 

Tolkien develops Frodo as a young hobbit with a remarkable character. As a ring-bearer 

of a fellowship, Frodo has the Ring that belongs to Sauron, the Lord of the Rings. As such, 

Sauron is an antagonist in a story. For example, he is “a dark lord who lost the one Ring that held 

much of his power” (Tolkien, 2003, p. 54). Then, the author describes the Ring as precious and 

powerful enough to enslave Middle Earth. While everybody is scared of the Ring and no one 

wants to lead its destruction, Frodo courageously overcomes such fear. Despite a myth that 

absolute evil and frightening dark forces are likely to victimize anyone who attempts to destroy 

the Ring, the young hobbit is keen to prove everybody wrong. In turn, it is the anger toward 

myths and oppressions that they seemed to cause people that motivate Frodo to act to restore 

safety in Middle Earth.  
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B. Frodo’s Weakness 

The first indication of Frodo’s inexperience comes when he faces his initial challenges in 

his quest. Basically, how he deals with them reveals his weak points. For example, when Frodo 

delays his departure from the Shire, in spite of the urgency of the task ahead, he comes out as an 

indecisive character (Tolkien, 2003). Although a protagonist has common sense, he lacks 

wisdom, which is evident when he chooses to face the Old Forest’s dangers. Besides getting 

himself into harm’s way, Frodo also endangers the lives of his friends. In this case, he comes out 

as a fool in Bree when he draws unnecessary attention to himself. At Weathertop, the main 

character gives in to the temptation of putting on the Ring, thus exposing himself to an attack by 

the Ringwraiths (Tolkien, 2003). Despite all these shortcomings, Frodo survives the dangers of 

his own mistakes and those of his quest. Moreover, the novel attributes this success to the fact 

that hobbits are tougher than they look and can endure hardships. More importantly, Frodo 

himself is not interested in possessing the Ring, which makes him avoid the dark forces it 

represents. In this respect, he emerges as a hero in the end. 

III. Conclusion Example of a Character Analysis Essay 

Frodo’s adventure in The Lord of the Ring is a selfless quest to bring good to society 

despite powerful myths that undermine people’s courage to act when needed. In this case, 

Tolkien describes specific events that characterize the protagonist’s quest to destroy Sauron’s 

Ring. Moreover, what is clear is that Frodo is a courageous hobbit who refuses to be defined by 

his weaknesses. Eventually, his actions display his heroic character, one that defies all odds 

against him. In turn, a lesson from a story is that people do not need to be perfect to be heroes, 

but they need to aspire to do what is right. 
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