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INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE REPORTING

An “independent expenditure” occurs when an individual or a corporation, association, society, firm,
company, or partnership spends more than $1,900 of his, her, or its own funds in an election to support or
oppose a candidate, or to support or oppose a public question, and the money is spent without cooperating
with, consulting Wlth or obtaining the prior consent of, the candidate, public question committee, or any
persons or committees acting on their behalf. If an independent expendlture is made for a gubernatorlal
candidate, consult the Commission’s regulations for additional information.

INDEPENDENT EXPENDITURE

Making the Expenditure(s) Amount File

One individual or one corporation, Nothing

association, society, firm, company, Expends through $1,900

or partnership

One individual or one corporation, Form IND;

association, society, firm, company, Expends more than $1,900 May need to file

or partnership 48-hour expenditure
notice(s)

Whenever an independent expenditure for a political communication is made, the communication must
include political identification information. The political identification information or “paid for by” language
must contain the name and business or residence address of the individual, corporation, association, society,
firm, company, or partnership who or which financed the communication. The name of the individual,
corporation, association, society, firm, company, or partnership and the residence or business address
must be the same as it appears in public records or in a current telephone directory. In addition, the language
must contain a clear and conspicuous statement that the expenditure was not made with the cooperation or
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prior consent of, or in consultation with, or at the request or suggestion of, the candidate or other person or
committee acting on behalf of the candidate or committee. Here is an example:

“Paid for by John Doe, 1234 Main Street, Anytown, New Jersey. This expenditure was not made with the
cooperation or prior consent of, or in consultation with, or at the request or suggestion of, any candidate, or
person or committee acting on behalf of the candidate.”

To report an independent expenditure, Form IND is filed on a date that depends upon when the independent
expenditure is made. Accordingly, Form IND can be filed 29 days or 11 days before an election, 20 days
after an election, or on one of the four quarterly reporting dates which fall on the 15" of April, July, October,
and January.

Independent expenditures are also subject to 48-hour expenditure notices. If an individual, corporation,
association, society, firm, company, or partnership makes an independent expenditure in an amount in excess
of $1,900 from the 13" day prior to an election up through election day, a report or written notice must be
filed with the Commission within 48 hours of the making, authorizing, or incurring of the independent
expenditure. The notice shall include the following:

1. The name and mailing address of the individual, corporation, association, society, firm, company, or
partnership making the independent expenditure;

2. For individuals, the occupation of the individual and the name and mailing address of the individual’s
employer; and,

3. An itemization of the expenditures, including the dates the expenditures were made, the names and
addresses of the payees, the amount of each expenditure, and the total amount expended.

Note that if a candidate committee, joint candidates committee, or political committee filing Form R-1 makes
an independent expenditure in any amount, the expenditure is reportable on the Form R-1. Similarly, if a
continuing political committee, legislative leadership committee, or political party committee filing Form R-
3 makes an independent expenditure in any amount, the expenditure is reportable on the Form R-3. Note that
all independent expenditures made by candidates, joint candidates committees, political committees,
continuing political committees, legislative leadership committees, and political party committees are subject
to the political identification statement requirement (“paid for by”) language, as detailed above. The name
and business or residence address of the candidate or committee must be the same as that information appears
on Form D-1, D-2, D-3, D-4, D-5, or PC respectively.

Form IND must be filed electronically directly on ELEC’s website -
https://wwwnet-elec.state.nj.us/elec sforms/SFORM IND.aspx

Form R-1 can be filed electronically using the Commission’s web-based filing application elec@. The
Compliance and IT Staff of the Commission are available to assist filers and can be reached at (609)
292-8700 or toll free within NJ at 1-888-313-ELEC (3532). All manuals, forms and instructions can be
accessed by visiting ELEC’s website.
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