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Meeting Topic: Brownfield Advisory Committee Meeting #1 

Meeting Date: Monday, March 8th 11:00am-12:30pm 

Project Number: 1945.01.02 

Project Name: Wenatchee Valley EPA Brownfields  

Meeting Location: Virtual, Via Zoom 

Recorded By: Ben Johnson 

Attendees: Committee Members 
Steven Maher, OVOF 
Donn Etherington, CDRPA 
Herb Gardner, Malago-Colockum Community Council 
Brett Riley, Wenatchee Valley College 
David Avenall, Weidner Development 
Alyce Brown, North Central Washington Economic Development District 
Blake Baldwin, Chelan County 
Alan Walker, Chelan- Douglas Community Action Council 
 
Coalition Partners 
Stacie de Mestre, CDRPA 
Laura Merril, City of Wenatchee 
Randy Agnew, City of Rock Island  
 
Consultants 
Lisa Parks, MFA 
Ben Johnson, MFA 

Notes from the discussion items are included below. For more details on the brownfields and grant 
background presentation, please review the meeting slide presentation. 
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Welcome and Introductions 

Brownfields 101 

EPA Assessment Coalition Grant 

Public Involvement 

1. Brownfield inventory  

o What has to be done on former orchard sites and how does that impact future 
development/housing? Ecology just completed a Legacy Pesticide Working Group 
process that developed recommendations on streamlining the permitting and 
remediation process so that developers have clear alternatives for addressing 
pesticide contamination. These would be presented to the applicant upfront to set 
clear expectations. 

2. What other approaches to public involvement are we missing? 

o Public outreach materials should be available in Spanish and have a lot of visuals. 
o Include services clubs, chambers of commerce and Building North Central 

Washington. 

Site Selection Process Discussion 

1. What makes a property desirable for redevelopment? 

o For Multifamily, unique features like waterfront or views. 
o Served by broadband and other utilities. 
o Close to highways and transit routes. 
o Opportunity zones represent both incentive and areas where investment is lacking. 
o Community demographic, targeting areas where there has been little investment. 

 
2. What other areas or projects should be prioritized? 

o Waterfront area that can be public parks. 
o Specific School district owned property. 
o Developers are deterred by the unknown, so having resources like this to define the 

issue is important. 
 

Action Items and Next Steps 

1. MFA will work to integrate priorities into brownfield inventory to present at next meeting. 

2. Committee members will review the brownfield inventory and reach out if additional 
prioritization criteria or specific opportunities come to mind. 

3. Next meeting will be in June, Stacie will follow up to schedule a time. 


