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Writing a Book Review of a Nonfiction Book 

Assignment: You are going to write a book review of a 
nonfiction book or a section of a nonfiction book. If you are 
reading a narrative nonfiction book, such as How They Croaked or 
Chew on This, you can choose one section or chapter to focus your 
review on. If you are reading a picture/photo-based nonfiction 
book, such as Inventions or Feats and Failures, you need to do the 
review on the book as a whole. (There are two example book 
reviews at the end of this document.) 

Guiding Questions and Ideas: 
When reviewing a book of nonfiction, you will want to consider these 
questions: 

• What was the author's purpose in writing the book? Did the author 
accomplish that purpose? 

• Who is the target audience for the book? 
• What do you think is the book's greatest value? What makes it special or 

worthwhile? 
• Are the facts shared accurate? 
• Is the book interesting and hold your attention? 
• Would it be a useful addition to a school or public library? 
• If the book is a biography or autobiography, how sympathetic is the 

subject? 
• Is it easy to understand the ideas? 
• Are there extra features that add to the enjoyment of the book, such as 

maps, indexes, glossaries, or other materials? 
• Are the illustrations helpful? 

Reviewing a book can be fun, and it's not hard at all. Just ask yourself these 
questions: 

• Do you think other people would like it? 
• Did you learn something from the book? 
• Did you think it was interesting? 
• Would you want to read it again? 
• Would you want to read other books by the same author or about the same 

subject? 
• What was your favorite part? 
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GENERAL TIPS & IDEAS:Use a few quotes or phrases (keep them short) from 
the book to illustrate the points you make about the book. If there are 
illustrations or photographs, be sure to comment on those. Are they well done? 
Has the illustrator/photographer done other well-known books? 

Make sure you include a conclusion to the review — don't leave it hanging. The 
conclusion can be just one sentence (Overall, this book is a terrific choice for 
those who…). 

You can use the transition word handouts you have from previous writing cycles 
to find ideas for words to connect the ideas in your review. If you would like to 
read some well-written reviews, look for reviews of books for young people at The 
New York Times or National Public Radio. 

Examples:  
 
 
  


