Bonus Book Review Optional Assignment 
Can earn up to 5% increase in your grade

(length – whatever it takes to do a good job; probably 3-5 pages)

You may have written a book report in high school that was a simple summary of a book.  OK, so that ensured (more or less) that you read the book, but was pretty mindless and boring.  That is NOT what this book review assignment is about.

The idea of a professional book review is to briefly summarize the ideas of the book, but mainly to give your opinion about the book’s merits – it is a critical analysis of the book.  Just like in the literature critique assignment, ‘critical’ does not imply that you are going to be mean or harsh in your review.  It means that you are going to evaluate objectively whether the author(s) have fulfilled their objectives in the book, and whether they have used persuasive and unbiased evidence to support their claims.  Did you find the book engaging?  Persuasive?  Did you agree with it?  Did you enjoy it?  Would you recommend it to others?  What is the intended audience of the book?  Does it succeed in reaching this audience?

Work hard on making your book review very readable to a general audience – it should flow well and be written nicely.  You should have an introduction, discussion of the book, and clear conclusion (although these don’t have to be broken into explicit sections – you can write this like an essay).  Include:

(1) The title and author of the book you are reviewing

(2) The author’s objective(s) and audience

(3) The author’s main arguments

(4) Your evaluation of the author’s support of his arguments (provide examples)

(5) Your evaluation of the author’s interpretation and success with his/her objectives in writing the book (provide examples)

(6) Comparison with other books or sources if appropriate

(7) Your conclusions about the book 

(8) You can rate the book with a number of ‘water droplets’ [like a number of stars] out of 5 possible if you’d like, but this isn’t mandatory.
Be sure to put any quotes from the book in quotation marks and to cite any sources used.

I’m going to start a webpage with reviews of aquatic topic books written by students.  If you give me permission, I will include your review on this page!  Then your recommendation may sway others to read (or not to read!) the book.

See me if you have additional questions!

Choose a book on a topic related to water, lakes, streams, estuaries, or the organisms that live in them.  Feel free to search for your own book, but see me with your choice before starting.
EXAMPLES OF BOOKS STUDENTS HAVE REVIEWED IN THE PAST OR THAT MIGHT BE OF INTEREST
Check out these or similar books, or any aquatic related book that might excite you!

Waldman, J. 2000. Heartbeats in the Muck: A Dramatic Look at the History, Sea Life and Environment of New York Harbor

Barlow, M. and Clarke, T. 2001. Blue Gold

Shiva, V. 2002. Water Wars

Steingraber, S. 1998. Living Downstream

Ashworth, William. 1987. The Late, Great Lakes: An Environmental History
Reisner, M. 1993. Cadillac Desert: The American West and its Disappearing Water
Pielou, E.C. 1998. Fresh Water

Douglass, M.S. 1947. The Everglades River of Grass

McCally, D. 1999. The Everglades: An Environmental History

