CONSTITUTION - Music Student Representative Council at Iowa State University

Last revised: June 7th, 2010

Article One – Name

The name of this organization shall be the Music Student Representative Council at Iowa State University.

Article Two – Purpose

The Student Representative Council (SRC), a student advisory council, serves as a representative committee for music majors.

Other functions and duties include: Annual registration as an ISU campus organization with the Office of Student Life, the use of semi-annual allocations of funds from the LAS Council in the best interests of the Music Department's student body, and the administration of the annual SRC election. A member of the group serves as the Music Department's representative to the LAS Council.

All music majors are encouraged to work closely with their representatives on any matter regarding policy and procedure. The SRC is the student voice in all departmental matters, and the effectiveness of the SRC is dependent upon the interest and effort of each student.

The Music Student Representative Council abides by and supports established Iowa State University policies, as well as state and federal laws.

Article Three – Meetings and Activities

The SRC will meet regularly (usually once a month) as a committee to discuss recommendations and questions brought to them by the students and to compare notes regarding their service on various departmental committees.

The SRC may, upon request, meet with the Chair of the Department.

The SRC may solicit help of appropriate students for special projects whenever necessary.

The SRC organizes Music Department VEISHEA events, including the departmental display.

The SRC will hold a session at which students may bring up questions and concerns, without faculty present, at least once a semester at the end of a General Recital.

A meeting of both former and newly elected members will be held before the end of the spring semester each year to assist in the transition of membership.

Article Four – Membership

Membership shall be open to all students at Iowa State University.  There are five student representatives that make up the membership of SRC: one representative each from the following three divisions (woodwind/brass/percussion, string/keyboard, and vocal) and two at-large representatives. The divisional representatives shall be nominated and elected by their respective peers within the department. Students will vote with respect to their primary applied area. The at-large representatives will be nominated and elected by the complete music major body. In the event that no divisional student wishes to serve or is elected, that representative seat shall be voted on at-large.

Nominations and elections for all representatives will take place approximately one month before the end of the spring semester prior to the term of office during a General Recital or other official student meeting. Election of representatives shall be determined through a simple majority vote through secret ballots by the respective constituencies. The student body is to be notified of elections at least one week in advance.

All terms will run one year commencing at the beginning of fall semester, with no limit on the number of re-elections. In the event of a premature vacancy, the student body will nominate and elect a replacement at a General Recital. Nominations shall, in the case of divisional representatives, be from the same divisional area. All election procedures are subject to an annual review following the completion of the election.

Article Five - Officers

The Council elects its own President, Vice President, Secretary, and Treasurer, as well as a representative to the LAS Council. The individual duties of these officer positions are as follows:

President

· Preside over all meetings

· Represent organization on campus

· Ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and the Student Activities Center

· Maintain communication with organization advisor

Vice President

· Preside over meetings in the absence of the President

· Coordinate organization promotion and publicity of events

Secretary

· Maintain an accurate record of all organization meetings and distribute to members

· Correspond when necessary with University administration and other recognized organizations

Treasurer

· Maintain accurate record of organization transactions

· Develop organization budget and present to membership for a simple majority vote

· Cosign organization vouchers along with the Advisor

· Solicit additional funding if needed from the Student Government Association in conjunction with the President

Representative to the LAS Council

· Represent the Music Department’s interests through attendance at all LAS Council meetings

· Serve as liaison between SRC and LAS Council

· Report LAS activities and information back to SRC membership

· Submit semi-annual documentation for LAS allocations

In addition, an individual member of the SRC, or someone recommended by the SRC, will serve as a member of the departmental curriculum committee. The SRC also recommends a student to represent the department on the University Performing Arts Council (to recommend artists for the Stephens Performing Arts Series).

The officers of this organization (President, Vice-President, Secretary, and Treasurer) must

1. Possess a minimum cumulative grade point average (GPA) of 2.0 or higher in the semester of election/appointment and semesters during the term(s) of office.  In order for this provision to be met, at least six hours (half-time credits) must have been taken for the semester under consideration.

2. Be in good standing with the university and enrolled; at least half time (six or more credit hours), if an undergraduate student (unless fewer credits are required to graduate in the spring and fall semesters) during the term of office, and at least half time (four or more credits), if a graduate level student (unless fewer credits are required in the final stages of their degree as defined by the Continuous Registration Requirement) during their term of office.

3. Be ineligible to hold an office should the student fail to maintain the requirements as prescribed in 1 and 2 above.

In the event that an officer does not maintain the necessary academic standing or fulfill his/her specific officer duties, the officer may be impeached by a unanimous vote of the membership.

Article Six – Advisor

In the spring annually, the Chair of the Department appoints a faculty member to serve as the official advisor to the SRC; the Chair may appoint his or herself to this position as well. The SRC or any student may make a recommendation to the Chair regarding this appointment. The advisor holds a non-voting position within the organization. The duties of the advisor are to maintain communication and meet with officers regularly, have awareness of and approval of financial expenditures, and ensure that the organization is operating in conformity with the standards set forth by Iowa State University and the Student Activities Center.

Article Seven – Finances

All monies belonging to this organization shall be deposited and disbursed through a bank account established for this organization at the Campus Organizations Accounting Office and/or approved institution/office (must receive authorization via Campus Organizations Accounting Office).  All funds must be deposited within 24 hours after collection.  The Advisor to this organization must approve and sign for each expenditure before payment.

The operating budget of the SRC is dependent on the use of semi-annual allocations of funds from the LAS Council in the best interests of the music department's student body, and, therefore, there will be no dues assessed to the membership.

Article Eight – Amendments

Adoption of and amendments to this constitution must be approved by a majority of the SRC.  Following recognition and approval of amendments to this constitution, a copy must be submitted to the Student Activities Center within 10 days for approval. The ratified constitution must be submitted to the Student Activities Center within 10 days for final approval. Likewise, future amendments to this constitution will require submission to the Student Activities Center of this constitution.

To be valid, this constitution must be signed by the organization’s chief student officer and primary advisor, and approved by the Assistant Director of Student Activities.

_________________________________
Signature, SRC President

_________________________________
Signature, SRC Advisor

