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Graphic Organizer for your 

Argument/Editorial Essay (OUTLINE) 
 

Directions: Below is a template outline to help you in structuring your ideas for 

your essay. This is due on Monday, Feb. 1st, 2016. This will be the first stage BEFORE typing 

your rough draft. THIS IS NOT YOUR ROUGH DRAFT. (FYI: The typed rough draft is due 

on Wednesday, Feb. 3rd).  

FYI: This is only one possible outline or organization. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Introduction Paragraph: Your introductory paragraph sets the stage or the context for 

the POSITION you are ARGUING for. This introduction should end with your thesis 

statement that provides your claim (what you are arguing for) and the REASONS for your 

position on the issue. 
Hook (get the reader’s attention!! Set the tone for the rest of the essay): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Claim/thesis (with 2-3 main reasons): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Briefly summarize the three main points (include definitions of terms if necessary): 
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 BODY Paragraph 1-2:  In this paragraph take the first major reason that you wrote above 

and fill in the following important points: 

 

 

Topic Sentence/First Reason:  

 

 

 

 

 

 Supporting detail #1 (evidence for support: facts, statistics, quotes): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Supporting detail #2 (evidence for support: facts, statistics, quotes): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How are 

you going 

to 

include: 

ETHOS/ 

PATHOS 

or 

LOGOS? 
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 BODY Paragraph(S: 
 

 

Topic Sentence/SECOND Reason:  

 

 Supporting detail #1 (evidence for support: facts, statistics, quotes): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Supporting detail #2 (evidence for support: facts, statistics, quotes): 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How are 

you going 

to 

include: 

ETHOS/ 

PATHOS 

or 

LOGOS? 
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 Conclusion Paragraph: Conclude your argument by summarizing the most important details 

(your three main points disclosed for each body paragraph) of the argument and stating once again 

what the reader is to believe or do. DO NOT repeat your introductory paragraph here…What is 

your call to action?!! Leave the reader thinking!! 

 


