
Inspirational quotes by famous women 

 

1. "One child, one teacher, one book, one pen can change the world." MALALA 

YOUSAFZAI 

 

2. "If you’re offered a seat on a rocket ship, don’t ask what seat! Just get on." SHERYL 

SANDBERG 

 

3. "A girl should be two things: classy and fabulous.” COCO CHANEL 

 

4. "Just do what works for you, because there will always be someone who 

think differently...” MICHELLE OBAMA 

 

5. "The most difficult thing is the decision to act, the rest is merely tenacity." AMELIA 

EARHART 

 

6. “Not all of us can do great things. But we can do small things with great love.” 

MOTHER TERESA 

 

7. "It’s your place in the world; it’s your life. Go on and do all you can with it, and make it 

the life you want to live." MAE JEMISON 

 

8. “I have realized that fighting for women’s rights has too often become synonymous 

with man-hating. If there is one thing I know for certain, it is that this has to stop.” 

EMMA WATSON 

 

9. “It's never too late — never too late to change your life, never too late to be happy.” 

JANE FONDA 

 

10. “You only live once, but if you do it right, once is enough.” MAE WEST 

 

11. "Champions keep playing until they get it right.” BILLIE JEAN KING 

 



12. “Women and girls should be able to determine their own future, no matter where 

they're born.” MELINDA GATES 

 

13. “There are no regrets in life. Just lessons.” JENNIFER ANISTON 

 

14. "The great gift of human beings is that we have the power of empathy." MERYL 

STREEP 

 

15. “I have a theory that burnout is about resentment. And you beat it by knowing what it 

is you're giving up that makes you resentful.” MARISSA MAYER 

 

16. “Hope is the thing with feathers that perches in the soul - and sings the tunes without 

the words — and never stops at all.” EMILY DICKINSON 

 

17. "You become what you believe." OPRAH WINFREY 

 

18. "When you have a dream, you've got to grab it and never let go." CAROL BURNETT 

 

19. "Fame doesn't fulfill you. It warms you a bit, but that warmth is temporary." MARILYN 

MONROE 

 

20. "Life is very interesting… in the end, some of your greatest pains become your greatest 

strengths.” DREW BARRYMORE 

 

21. “We all keep dreaming, and luckily, dreams really do come true.” KATIE HOLMES 

 

22. "If you see someone without a smile give them yours.” DOLLY PARTON 

 

23. “Nothing in life is to be feared, it is only to be understood. Now is the time to 

understand more, so that we may fear less.” MARIE CURIE 

 

24. “Everyone needs to be valued. Everyone has the potential to give something back.” 

PRINCESS DIANA 

 



25. "Find out who you are and be that person. That's what your soul was put on this Earth 

to be. Find that truth, live that truth and everything else will come." ELLEN DEGENERES 

 

26. “I’m not afraid of storms, for I’m learning how to sail my ship.” LOUISA MAY ALCOTT 

 

27. "People will forget what you said. People will forget what you did. But people will 

never forget how you made them feel." MAYA ANGELOU 

 

28. It takes a great deal of courage to stand up to your enemies, but even more to stand 

up to your friends.” JK ROWLING 

 

29. "Dreaming, after all, is a form of planning." GLORIA STEINEM 

 

30. Nothing is impossible, the word itself says, 'I'm possible!'”  AUDREY HEPBURN 

 

31. “If there's specific resistance to women making movies, I just choose to ignore that as 

an obstacle for two reasons: I can't change my gender, and I refuse to stop making 

movies.” KATHERINE BIGELOW 

 

32. "Without pain, there would be no suffering, without suffering we would never learn 

from our mistakes. To make it right, pain and suffering is the key to all windows, 

without it, there is no way of life." ANGELINA JOLIE 

 

33. "The most common way people give up their power is by thinking they don’t have 

any." ALICE WALKER 

 

34. “If you know you are going to fail, then fail gloriously.” CATE BLANCHETT 

 

35. You’re only human. You live once and life is wonderful, so eat the damned red velvet 

cupcake.”  EMMA STONE 

 

36. "The most pathetic person in the world is someone who has sight, but has no 

vision."  HELEN KELLER 

 



37. “Some people say I have attitude — maybe I do…but I think you have to. You have to 

believe in yourself when no one else does — that makes you a winner right there." 

VENUS WILLIAMS 

 

38. “As a woman I have no country. As a woman I want no country. As a woman, my 

country is the whole world.” VIRGINIA WOOLF 

 

39. “Don't you ever let a soul in the world tell you that you can't be exactly who you are.” 

LADY GAGA 

 

40. "My grandfather once told me that there were two kinds of people: those who do the 

work and those who take the credit. He told me to try to be in the first group; there 

was much less competition." INDIRA GANDHI 

 

41. "The future belongs to those who believe in the beauty of their dreams." ELEANOR 

ROOSEVELT 

 

42. “I try to live my life every day in the present, and try not to turn a blind eye to injustice 

and need.” SUSAN SARANDON 

 

43. “Your self-worth is determined by you. You don’t have to depend on someone telling 

you who you are.” BEYONCE 

 

44. "Perseverance is failing 19 times and succeeding the 20th." JULIE ANDREWS 

 

45. Without an open-minded mind, you can never be a great success." MARTHA STEWART 

 

46. “In spite of everything I still believe that people are really good at heart.” ANNE FRANK 

 

47. “Fearlessness is not the absence of fear. It's the mastery of fear. It's about getting up 

one more time than we fall down.” ARIANNA HUFFINGTON 

 

48. “Don't compromise yourself. You are all you've got.” JANIS JOPLIN 

 



49. “Take criticism seriously, but not personally. If there is truth or merit in the criticism, 

try to learn from it. Otherwise, let it roll right off you.” HILLARY CLINTON 

 

50. "I don't ever look back. I look forward." STEFFI GRAF 

 

51. “Life is to be lived. If you have to support yourself, you had bloody well better find 

some way that is going to be interesting. And you don't do that by sitting around.” 

KATHARINE HEPBURN 

 

52. “No matter who you are, no matter what you did, no matter where you've come from, 

you can always change, become a better version of yourself.” MADONNA 

 

53. “You can imprison a man, but not an idea. You can exile a man, but not an idea. You 

can kill a man, but not an idea.” BENAZIR BHUTTO 

 

54. "Leadership is hard to define and good leadership even harder. But if you can get 

people to follow you to the ends of the earth, you are a great leader." INDRA NOOYI 

 

55. "You may have to fight a battle more than once to win it.”  MARGARET THATCHER 

 

56. “I chose to be a working wife and mother. Why should I compromise on either?” 

CHANDA KOCHHAR 

 

57. “There have been so many people who have said to me, 'You can't do that,' but I've 

had an innate belief that they were wrong. Be unwavering and relentless in your 

approach.” HALLE BERRY 

 

58. “To me, leadership is about encouraging people. It's about stimulating them. It's about 

enabling them to achieve what they can achieve — and to do that with a purpose.” 

CHRISTINE LAGARDE 

 

59. “I hope the fathers and mothers of little girls will look at them and say, 'Yes, women 

can.'” DILMA ROUSSEFF 

 



60. “When you educate a girl, you kick-start a cycle of success. It makes economic sense. It 

makes social sense. It makes moral sense. But, it seems, it's not common sense yet.” 

QUEEN RANIA OF JORDAN 

 

61. “You can't copy anybody and end with anything. If you copy, it means you're working 

without any real feeling.” BILLIE HOLIDAY 

 

62. “There's a big, wonderful world out there for you. It belongs to you. It's exciting and 

stimulating and rewarding. Don't cheat yourselves out of this promise.” NANCY 

REAGAN 

 

63. “We are here not because we are law-breakers; we are here in our efforts to become 

law-makers." EMMELINE PANKHURST 

 

64. “Sincerity is never having an idea of oneself.” NADINE GORDIMER 

 

65. “No matter where you're from, your dreams are valid.” LUPITA NYONG'O 

 

66. “I have learned over the years that when one’s mind is made up, this diminishes fear; 

knowing what must be done does away with fear.” ROSA PARKS 

 

67. “You should never let your fears prevent you from doing what you know is right.” 

AUNG SAN SUU KYI 

 

68. “I think one's feelings waste themselves in words; they ought all to be distilled into 

actions which bring results.” FLORENCE NIGHTINGALE 

 

69. “There are opportunities even in the most difficult moments.” WANGARI MAATHAI 
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