
ARGUMENT OUTLINE: ANALYTICAL ESSAY 
 
1. Map introductory section: 
 

I. Introductory Section 
a. Introduce issue  
b. Introduce book, full author name, and date of publication 
c. Provide short summary of book (2-3 sentences) 
d. State your argument claim—“In her book, Nazario presents Enrique’s journey as worthwhile/not 

worthwhile because she describes his journey as [reason] and [reason]. She also presents his 
journey as worthwhile because [reason].” 

2. Map reasons section: 
 

II. Reasons Section 
a. State argument claim for reason1  

i. Provide evidence 
ii. Identify warrant 

iii. Provide backing 
b. State argument claim for reason2  

i. Provide evidence 
ii. Identify warrant 

iii. Provide backing 
c. State argument claim for reason3 

i. Provide evidence 
ii. Identify warrant 
iii. Provide backing 

3. Map acknowledgements and responses section: 
 

III. Acknowledgements and Response section 
a. Identify counter argument1  

i. Provide evidence for counterargument 
ii. Provide response  

iii. Provide evidence for response 
b. Identify counter argument2  

i. Provide evidence for counterargument 
ii. Provide response  
iii. Provide evidence for response 

4. Map conclusion section: 
 

IV. Concluding Section 
a. Restate argument claim. 
b. Identify “so what”—“By understanding Nazario’s main argument in this text, we (the reader) are 

[identify the value of knowing Nazario’s main argument].”  
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