Research Project Outline (10% of your final grade)
DUE:

Length & Format:

Typed, Double-spaced

4-5 pages proposal (not including annotated bibliography)
Annotated Bibliography in APA style

In this assignment, you will propose a project related to issue from our course that directly
influences the San Diego area (preferably North County). This project will take concepts from the
course and use them to explore, analyze, address, and pose solutions to issues affecting ethnic
communities in the San Diego region. You will familiarize yourself with local community-based
organizations and needs and how they fit into a larger national conversations about issues that
affect ethnic communities.

Goal:
- Propose and justify a topic to study for the remainder of the course.
- Familiarize yourself to a specific issue or concern that relates to the San Diego area.
- Conduct scholarly literature review that addresses the issue broadly and geographic region
specifically
- Identify concepts from Week 2 to Week 9 that may relate to your project. Justify its
application.

Annotated bibliography will be issue-specific and geographic specific.

Procedure

- Research San Diego area non-profits and advocacy agencies. Make note of the their mission
statement, past achievements, current campaigns, or coalitions with other organizations.

- ldentify the issues relevant to the organization. Cite specific passages and instances from your
research of the organization. Make note of their explicit causes as well as their implicit goals.
Also, consider what issues and populations are included (as well as excluded) in their causes.

- Use the library research day to help compile an annotated bibliography of a total of 10 sources.
These sources can explore the types of organizations, the issues that the organizations are
working on, and/or the geographic region where the organizations operate. This should be a
combination of 4-6 issue-specific sources and 4-6 region/geographic relevant.

- ldentify two or three concepts from Week 2 to Week 9 that may relate to your project. Justify
how course concepts relate to the issues

What you will turn in:

e 4-5 page proposal. This addresses who, what, where, and why this project is relevant for the
course. It will also identify relevant concepts and how they relate to the project. You should
generate a research question that you will attempt to answer in the final project.

e Annotated bibliography of at least 8 sources in APA format. This is not included the page limit
of the proposal.
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Grading Rubric for the Final Paper

Grading Criteria:
Successful papers will demonstrate the highest level

ossible in these four areas:

Criteria

Needs Work

Adequate

Good

Excellent

Topic Proposal

Does the proposal justify why the issue is relevant to
study? Does the proposal provide ample evidence for the
justification based on regional needs?

10

Research

Does the annotated bibliography demonstrate a scholarly
understanding of the issue? Does the proposal provide an
overview of the issue as it concerns the San Diego region?

10

16

18

20

Concepts
Does the proposal identify two to three course

concepts relevant to the project? Does the proposal
justify how and why the identified course concepts are
relevant?

11

13

15

Structuring and Language & Format

How are the ideas arranged? Do paragraphs support the
thesis? Do transitions between paragraphs flow?

Do sentences flow fluently? Do sentence lengths and types
vary? Is the word choice appropriate? Are there no glaring
grammatical errors? Is the proposal at least 4-5 pages long?
Double spacing?

FINAL GRADE

/50
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