
Pre-Owned Car Buying Checklist / Comparison Chart 
 
Use this checklist to compare up to three vehicles for sale by owner that you have shortlisted 
after test driving.  
 

Vehicle # 1 2 3 

Brand    

Model    

Year    

Contact Info 
 
 

   

Price    

Service Record 
(Y/N/Incomplete) 

   

Engine (leaks, head 
gasket, exhaust smoke, 
oil level) 

   

Gearbox and clutch 
smoothness and bite 

   

Wheels and tires (tread, 
condition, tire brands) 

   

Bodywork (rust, dents, 
color inconsistencies) 

   

Interior (lights, 
electronics, mileage, 
A/C, dash, trunk) 

   

Water Damage    

Fresh Paint     

Test Drive Notes 
 
 
 

   

Documents: 
 

❏ Vehicle History 
Report 

❏ Smog Test 
❏ Title 
❏ Bill of Sale with 

VIN, plate 
number, names 
of buyer and 
seller, mileage 
and sale 
amount. 

❏ Original Title 

❏ Vehicle History 
Report 

❏ Smog Test 
❏ Title 
❏ Bill of Sale with 

VIN, plate 
number, names 
of buyer and 
seller, mileage 
and sale 
amount. 

❏ Original Title 

❏ Vehicle History 
Report 

❏ Smog Test 
❏ Title 
❏ Bill of Sale with 

VIN, plate 
number, names 
of buyer and 
seller, mileage 
and sale 
amount. 

❏ Original Title



 
 


