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Nordic Network and Roadmap Development for Welfare Technology (NeRo)


Summary in English

Two projects, NORDROAD and NIFV,  have been merged in order to achieve a common focus on developing a network and a roadmap for the future. The projects aim to tune welfare technology in the Scandinavian direction especially within the Nordic health sector.

The joint and merged project is now called NeRo and it runs over three years – starting at the end of 2011 and finishing in 2014.

The bacground for the projects are described in the two individual applications and these will be merged during 2012. This brief summary will illustrate how the cooperation between  The Danish Centre for Assistive Technology and UCN and the university group - UCN,  Tromsø, Umeå, and Turku. 
About the Organisers

UCN

UCN offers more than 40 programmes offering career opportunities for Danish and international students who pursue careers in a professional context.

UCN programmes and courses combine high academic skills with practical experience.

UCN is a university college that offers equal opportunities to its staff. We prefer principles of diversity and equitable representation.

UCN is a university college that values its community - we encourage freedom of expression in an atmosphere of open dialogue, enabling critical thought, supported by intellectual integrity and ethical judgment. Collegiality, transparency and accountability are the principles that guide our university governance.

Activities

UCN activities are divided on:

	Education & Social Studies
	Health Education 
	Technology & Business


	Courses & Further Education
	Research & Development 


University College Northern Denmark awards Professional Bachelor Degrees and AP Degrees according to Danish national legislation, all accredited by EVA, The Danish Evaluation Institute. In addition, UCN offers Ongoing and Further Education from day seminars tailored for specific organisations and professionals to Diplomas at the BA-level. 

The Danish Centre for Assistive Technology
The Danish Centre for Assistive Technology is a national knowledge centre under the Department of Specialist Consultancy (“VISO”). The main purpose is to support local government and private organisations in providing qualified and efficient assistive technology services.

The main target group is professionals engaged in providing assistive technology to persons with disabilities. dditional target groups are decisionmakers, researchers, vendors, developers and users of assistive devices.

The Danish Centre for Assistive Technology aims to facilitate the appropriate application of the resources allocated to assistive technology and aims to present knowledge in a way that is holistic, coherent and operational for the target groups and strives to maximise accessibility and inclusion in society at large.
DCAT seeks to develop and improve the quality of assistive technology, educational materials and professional methods. Also DCAT helps ensure that standardised technological solutions are designed, developed and applied in a way that benefits all users in general and people with disabilities in particular. This goal is pursued through technical and functional tests of assistive technology, international project participation and coordination as well as general research and development activities.

DCAT makes qualified knowledge available through the web site www.hmi.dk, the magazine »teknologi & handicap, books, networking, the publication of test results, plus assistive technology database, courses, seminars, conferences etc.

The Danish Centre for Assistive Technology has offices in Taastrup and Århus and a total staff of around 35.

DCAT is funded by the Danish Ministry of Welfare and by income-generating activities. 

How the Two Projects Interact
The funding achieved under the contract is 3 x 600,000 Danish Kroner over three years, a total of 1.8 mill.
The Project descriptions are used alongside each other for the startup period and will be merged later as the merger process starts to take effect.

Initially, UCN and DCAT have agreed to divide responsibilities and funding as describe below.

Central Activities and Distribution of Responsibility NeRo

	Activity
	Responsibility
	Year

	Establishing a technological 
	NIFV
	2011-13

	Network administration 
	NIFV
	2011-13

	Coordinating the NeRo network
	NIFV
	2011-13

	Joint conference
	NIFV og NORDROAD (joint)
	2013-14

	Seminar organisation
	NORDROAD
	2011-13

	Model Development
	NORDROAD
	2011-12

	Mapping of welfare technologies
	NIFV og NORDROAD (joint)
	2012

	Analysis of welfare technologies and evaluation of technologies using the Nordic Model developed
	NORDROAD
	2012-13

	Drafting a  Roadmap for the use of welfare technology
	NORDROAD
	2013

	Drafting a publication describing the model, the analysis, and the roadmap
	NORDROAD
	2013


Budget Distribution  NeRo
	Responsibility
	Activity
	2011
	2012
	2013
	2014

	NIFV
	developing a technological platform
	50,000
	50,000
	50,000
	0

	NIFV
	Network Administration
	100,000
	100,000
	100,000
	0

	NIFV
	Coordinating the NeRo network
	105,000
	105,000
	105,000
	0

	NIFV
	Marketing and Dissemination
	20,000
	20,000
	20,000
	25,000

	NIFV og NORDROAD (joint)
	Conference
	
	
	50,000
(2 x 25,000)
	0

	NORDROAD
	Seminar organisation and travel forro 4 universities and academic staff
	120,000
	120,000
	120,000
	80,000

	NORDROAD
	Model development and research cost
	50,000
	100,000
	85,000
	0

	NIFV og NORDROAD (fælles)
	Mapping welfare tecnologies
	
	50,000
(2 x 25,000)
	
	0

	NORDROAD
	Analysis and evaluation of welfare technologies based on Nordic model
	40,000
	40,000
	40,000
	0

	NORDROAD
	Administration  re drafting of roadmap
	10,000
	10,000
	20,000
	

	NORDROAD 
	Drafting publication with model, analysis and roadmap
	
	5,000


	10,000


	

	Total Nordroad

per year
	
	220,000


	300,000
	300,000
	80,000

	Total NIFV

per year
	
	275,000
	300,000
	300,000
	25,000

	Total NERO
	
	495,000
	600,000
	600,000
	105,000
carried over from

2011-12-13


Responsible NeRo Project Managers
NIFV
Niels-Erik Mathiassen

Direktør, Hjælpemiddelinstituttet

www.hmi.dk
+45 43993322

NordRoad 
Anne Marie Kanstrup

Director of Research & Development

www.ucn.dk
+45 72690325

Dan Ole Faaborg
UCN Director of International Relations
www.ucnorth.dk
+45 72691350
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