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Task Page 
No. 

Activity/To do Submit by 
(Tick) 

Submission 
details 

Introduction to A-Level 
Art 

2- 4 Read through the tasks and learn about the 
course requirements. (1 lesson) 

25th – 27th 
May 
 

Not required 

Pre-knowledge Tasks  Read through and familiarise yourself with 
the keywords and fundamentals of art. (1 
lesson) 

25th – 27th 
May 
 

Not required   

Research Task 1  
(visual mind map) 

 Research and select a theme from the 
booklet, create a visual mind map for the 
theme. 
 

28th May – 
4th June 

Email 

Research Task 2  
Extended writing 
(Artist research and 
artwork analyses) 

 Select two artists from your mind map, 
research them and create a typed document 
using Context, Content, Process, Mood and 
Form. Select a piece of art that fits within the 
theme by your chosen artists and analyse it 
in depth.  Now compare and contrast the 
artists and their links to the theme. 
 

5th – 12th Email word 
document 

Recording Task 1 
(Photographic inspiration) 

 Take a minimum of 40 photos inspired by 
your theme, select the best and present the 
best 8 (4 Per page size) Annotate to explain 
links to the theme. 

12th – 16th  
June 

Email 

Recording Task 2 
(Drawing/Painting) 

 Create a response to one of your 
photographs using a medium of your choice 
that best shows your skills. 

17th – 24th 
June 

Email 
photograph 

 
All work can be emailed for submission at alevelart@churchdownschool.com 



 
Optional Tasks 

 

Task What did you read, see or do? 

Book recommendations See what books you can find to broaden your understanding of 
art history. 
 

Virtual Gallery Tour 
Recommendations 

Go on a Gallery tour that links with your chosen theme or artist, 
this will help to form your artist research. 
 

Online video recommendations Watch videos of how to create art using your chosen medium 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
What will I need? 
 
You will need to buy an A3 sketchbook and an optional art pack, details will be 
released at the start of term. In year 12. 
 

Suggested optional extras t hep you work at home can include: 
 Glue/double sided sticky tape 
 Small guillotine 
 Canvas or canvas paper for acrylics 
 Quality brushes 
 Quality art materials of your choice 

 
All materials can be provided for use at school in lessons and a classroom 
is always available during supervised study periods. 
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Optional Tasks 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Virtual Gallery Tours 
Tate 

MOMA 
 



Pre-Knowledge tasks 
 
 
 
All artwork is made up of a carefully put together selection of The Formal 
Elements.  This of them like ingrediants for a recipe, they way they are put 
together determines the outcome of the art.  When we create artwork, or analise 
the work of others, we need to discect the work and consider which formal 
elements have been important in the work, why this is and how they have helped 
to convey the artists ideas or intentions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



In order to ‘Speak like an artist’ here are some adjectives to help you with your 
analysis of artists and their work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
What is composition in art? 
 
 
In the visual 
arts, composition is the 
placement or arrangement of 
the visual elements, such as 
figures, trees, and so on in a 
work of art, as distinct from 
the subject or the style with 
which it is depicted. It can 
also be thought of as the 
organisation of the elements 
of art according to the 
principles of art 
 
 
 

Colour 
Bright 

Clashing 

Cold 

Warm 

Deep 

Dull 

Harmonious 

Intense 

Opaque 

Patel 

Pale 

  

  

Transparent 

Vibrant  

Blended 

Saturated 

Contrasting 

Subtle 

Earthy 

Vivid 

Primary 

Secondary 

Complementary 

Tertiary 

Line 
Fluent 

Free 

Rough 

Controlled 

Powerful 

Strong 

Angular 

Light 

Delicate 

Lowing 

Simple 

Horizontal 

Broken 

Interrupted 

Rounded 

Overlapping 

Faint 

Thick/thin 

Perforated  

Pattern and 

Texture 
Repeated 

Uniform 

Geometric 

Random 

Symmetrical 

Soft 

Irregular 

Coarse 

  

  

Bold 

Uneven 

Bumpy 

Rough 

Smooth 

Broken 

Fine 

Flat 

Mottled 

Glazed 

Shape and 

form 
Distorted 

Flat 

Organic 

Deep 

Curvaceous  

Elongated 

Large 

  

  

  

Small 

2D 

3D 

Convex 

Concaved 

Warped  

Twisted 

Angular 

Scale 

Geometric  

Shade and 

Tone 
Bright 

Dark  

Faded 

Smooth 

Harsh 

Contrasting  

Intense 

  

Powerful 

Faint  

Light 

Medium 

Dark 

Dramatic 

Subtle 

Depth 

Variation 

Blended 

Feeling and mood 
Atmospheric 

Delicate 

Depressing 

Dignified 

Disturbing 

Fresh 

Expressive 

  

  

  

  

Humorous 

Imposing 

Nostalgic 

Sad 

Melancholy  

Desolation 

Sorrow 

Sentimental  

Ecstatic 

Elated 

Euphoric 

Powerful 

Faint  

Light 

Medium 

Dark 

Dramatic 

Subtle 

Depth 

Variation 

Blended 

Feeling and 

mood 
Atmospheric 

Delicate 

Depressing 

Dignified 

Disturbing 

Fresh 

Expressive 

  

  

  

  

Humorous 

Imposing 

Nostalgic 

Sad 

Melancholy  

Desolation 

Sorrow 

Sentimental  

Ecstatic 

Elated 

Euphoric 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Research Task 1  
visual mind map 

 
You need to read through the booklet on suggested themes at A-Level, you will 
need to select one of these themes (like with the GCSE exam paper) and start to 
generate your own idea and personal response from your chosen theme. 
 
You can interpret the theme however you want, the images and artists are just 
for reference. 
 
Where should I start? 
You need to think about the following: 
 What subject/theme are you most passionate about? 
 What is it about this subject that is interesting? 
 What other IDEAS could this branch into? 
 Will you be able to sustain this theme for a long period of time across year 

12-13? 
 Can you find artists that link with your idea and theme? 
 Are there any particular styles or techniques that you would like to explore? 
 Are there any current virtual online gallery tours that you can look at for 

inspiration? 
 What objects, places, things or ideas can you collect or photograph?  

(Remember, you will need to take photographs). 
 The artist images are ONLY suggestions, you do not have to use any of them. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Art and design is about using your creative and analytical skills to explore the 
world around you, working across a range of media to start developing your 
practical expertise. Whether you want to pursue a career in the creative 
industries or compliment your other subjects, A-level Art and Design have a lot 
to offer. 
 
Below there are 6 themes, please choose one as your topic of work for study in 
your year 12 coursework. 
 
 

Alyssa Monks 



 
  

Maggi 
Hambling 

Gillian Bates 

Janilaine Mainprize 

Kurt Jackson 

Paul Bennett 

Debbie 
Mackinnon 

Outlook 

Shorelin
e 

View 

Textures 

Seaside 



 
 
  

Simon 
Hennessy 

Leonid Afremov 

Andrew Hewitt 

Ira Fox 

Alessio 
Trerotoli 

Tony Luciana Kate Brinkworth 

M.C. Escher 

Lucian Freud 

Turner 

Impression  

Mirro
r 

Observation  

Imagination  

Thought 

Absorption 

View 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Agnes Cecille 

Kate-Louise Powell 

Amy 
Judd 

Andy Butler 

Jonathon Yeo 

Rupert Shrive 

Jeremy Olson 

Gillian Lambert 

David Theron 

Body image 

Split 
personality 

Camouflage 

Hide 

Emotion 

Conceal 

Masquerade 

Cover 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

What is a mind map? 

A mind map is a diagram used to visually organize information. 
 A mind map is often created around a single overall concept, to which  
associated ideas such as images, words and parts of words are added. 
Major ideas are  
connected directly to the central concept, and other ideas branch out 
from those. Try to come up with 3 ideas that branch from your main 
IDEA linking to your theme. 

Learning objective: 
To understand how to mind map a concept 
or theme   A03 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your task: 
1. Choose one of themes. 
2. Create a mind map of words and ideas (I suggest a basic 

paper one first to help your ideas flow). 
3. Remember that small sentences gain higher marks than 

all single words. 
4. Try to come up with 2-3 ideas within the heading of 

your theme. 
5. Make it personal to you and your interests. 
6. Develop a creative visual mind map (Either A3 or 2sides 

of A3, this can be done digitally). 
Please email to alevelart@churchdownschool.com once 
complete by 4th June. 
 

mailto:alevelart@churchdownschool.com


 
 
Task 2 
5th – 12th June 
 
Select two artists from your mind map, research them and create a typed document 
using Context, Content, Process, Mood and Form. Select a piece of art that fits within 
the theme by your chosen artists and analyse it in depth.  Now compare and contrast 
the artists and their links to your chosen theme. 
Here is where the depth of your analyses of the artist, genre, inspiration and themes 
need to develop from GCSE. 

 
 

A STRUCTURE FOR ANALYSING WORKS OF ART: 
Always begin your analysis by recording the full title of the work, the 

full name of the artist who made it, the date of its creation and those of 

the artist (birth and death if appropriate). Add the media used and the 

scale. This information will form your title. 

 

CONTENT: 
This refers to the content of the work, or its narrative (story line or back story). 
What is the subject matter? Does the content go any deeper than what you can 
see immediately? Does the content address a fundamental issue such as social, 
political, religious, moral or cultural issues? For example, Picasso’s ‘Guernica’ 
was inspired by the bombing of the Spanish Basque town by Luftwaffe bombers 
who supported General Franco, but the painting has come to represent ‘war’ in 
any time or context. Chila Kumari Burman’s work is highly decorative and 
informed by her Punjabi/Hindu background.  
 
Does the artist rely on direct observation, memory, invention or imagination; or 
perhaps a combination of factors. Is the subject treated realistically, or is it 
exaggerated, distorted or abstracted? Is the meaning and content of the work 
easy to recognise or do you have to look more closely or do some research before 
fully understanding what is going on. Does the artist use symbolism, metaphor or 
analogy? Is there action going on? Or do you feel something has just happened or 
is about to happen?  
 
Do some background reading into the artist and this work, what was going on in 
the artist’s life or the world at the time this work was made. Are these facts an 
influencing factor in the work? Can you find any other work of a similar theme to 
this one? Can you find any useful quotes to support your analysis? 
 

FORM: 
This section is about the Formal Elemets of art and how they have been 
combined together to produce a piece of artwork that portrays a certain message 
to the viewer. 
 



This is about composition. How has the work been designed? Is the design in 
keeping with the subject matter? What shapes can you see used in the 
composition? For example, lots of artists arrange shapes in a triangular 
formation; look at Cezanne’s ‘The Bathers’. Look at Renoir’s ‘Les Parapluies’ for 
lots of curved lines and shapes. Are the shapes used harmonious or contrasting? 
Does any one shape/object dominate the work? Are the shapes geometric or 
organic? Do the shapes remind you of anything? What use has been made of line, 
rhythm, tone? Has the artist used texture, if so where and what does it 
represent? Do you find the overall design of the work pleasing or not? What scale 
has the artist used? Is the work much larger than life-size? If so, what effect does 
this have on you? If it is very small and miniature what effect does it have? 
Consider how scale influences the selection and application of media, and the 
style of the artist. For example, a massive painting would not be completed all in 
tiny size 0 brushes! What is the colour scheme? Is it realistic or non-
representational; if it is not realistic, why not? Try to describe and name specific 
colours. Think of the colour wheel; often artists combine certain colours to gain 
maximum effect. Are the colours hot/warm or cold? Does the use of colour affect 
the mood of the work? If the artist does not use colour, can you examine the 
reasons behind this? 
 

PROCESS: 
What media has the artist used? What materials, tools, techniques and processes 
has the artist used and how? If you were to copy this work, how would you go 
about doing it? How would you mix your colours? What size brush would you 
use? What weight of application would you make? What stage would the work 
have gone through from inception (the light bulb moment) to completion? Do 
you think the artist planned every small detail, or improvised, altered, changed 
things as the work developed? What preparatory work would have been done, 
sketches, diagrams, photographs? Try to find evidence of this if you can. 
Sculptors may have made small models called moquette’s. Do you think the work 
was produced quickly or over a period of time? If you have copied the work 
yourself you will have been well informed on how to mix the correct colour, what 
marks to make, how to hold the brush/pencil/crayon etc; add in your personal 
experience of transposing the work to your written analysis. 
 

MOOD: 
This is about the effect the work has on you emotionally. How does it make you 
feel, happy, sad, afraid, excited? If so why? Does it remind you of a personal 
experience you have had? Does it remind you of a film, TV show, theatre 
performance or piece of music? How do you think the artist was feeling at the 
time of this work being completed? For example, Picasso’s Blue Period began 
following the suicide of a close friend. What noises do you associate with the 
work – quiet and calm, or noisy, clashing and jarring. Some kinetic art works 
actually make noises. Artists using video may have a soundtrack. Work 
containing text provokes you to read or spell out the writing. What does this add 
to your feelings or understanding?  
 
How does this link to your chosen theme and how will this directly influence 
your work?  What are your next steps? 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your task: 
1. Select two artists (either from our suggested or your own, make 

sure there is enough information on them and that you have them 

featured on your mind map). 

2. Type an analysis for each artist using context, content, process, 

form and mood. 

3. Select an artwork that fits with your theme and analyse it in depth 

using the tips and questions above. 

4. Finally write a paragraph to compare and contrast your artists, 

consider their responses to your theme, how they have conveyed 

their message to the viewer and any similarities and differences. 

Please email to alevelart@churchdownschool.com by 12th June. 

Knowledge Organiser for AO1 –  
researching artists and the wider context. 
 
Use the knowledge organiser, ensure you have added all the basic points to your research.   

mailto:alevelart@churchdownschool.com


Task 3: 12th – 16th  June 
Recording Task 1 
(Photographic inspiration) 

 
 
AO3 is where you RECORD your own ideas, 
using a range of inspiration around you. 
 
Take a minimum of 40 photos inspired by your 
theme, these do not have to be inspired directly 
by your artist, more about the theme and your 
ideas. 
 
 
The photos should highlight your own personal take on your theme. 
 
When you are taking the photos, ensure you are considering the composition of what is 
in the frame, the lighting, the set up and what message you are trying to convey. 
 
Select the best 8 -10 images that most successfully convey your ideas and messages to 
the viewer of what path you are aiming to explore.  Annotate to explain links to the 
theme.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Here is an example of 
an initial annotated 
photo shoot.  The 
student has presented 
and discussed their 
ideas 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Your task: 
1. Take a minimum of 40 photos linking to your chosen theme. 

2. These do NOT have to be a response to your artists. 

3. Select the best photos (minimum 80 and present them.  This 

can be done digitally or physically. 

4. Consider the presentation and layout carefully. 

5. Annotate your photos to explain your personal response to 

your theme. 

 

Please email to alevelart@churchdownschool.com by 16th June. 

This is a completely different 
way of presenting your photo 
shoot. You can be creative with 
your layout.  There is no set 
format for this. 
Below are some suggested 
layout options. 

mailto:alevelart@churchdownschool.com


 
Task 4: 17th – 24th June 
Recording Task 2 
(Drawing/Painting) 
 
Create a response to one of your photographs using a medium of your choice that best 
shows your skills. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
In order to achieve an A* grade at A-Level, your work needs to show: 
 
“Sophisticated and mature recording of ideas, observations and insights to 
reflect intentions. Sophisticated ability to reflect critically on work and 
progress”. 
 
 
Select a photograph that best conveys your chosen idea linking to your theme.  
Select a material that suits the photograph but that also best shows off your skill 
and ability.  This can be using any process you like. 
 
Focus on accuracy of proportions and adding tone to give the illusion of a 
3Dimensional form. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Learning objective: 
To skilfully record using your own photos as a starting point 



 
 
 
 
 

Your task: 
1. Select your best photo. 

2. Select a medium or technique which shows off your skill to the 

best of your ability. 

3. Produce a high-quality record in response to your chosen theme. 

4. Consider the composition, layout, background, materials etc. 
Please email a photo of this completed record  to 

alevelart@churchdownschool.com by 24th June. 

mailto:alevelart@churchdownschool.com

