
Still have questions?  Come see us – SWC L401 

                                        
MLA Format 

 

What is MLA Format? MLA format is the common format your English instructors (and others) require you to use 

when writing an essay. It includes how to set up your page format and how to cite your sources. 
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Day Month Year 

                                                        Title of Your Paper 

 The first paragraph of your paper begins right under the title.  Do not leave 

any extra space between the heading, the title of the paper, and the first paragraph.  

 Do not put any extra space between paragraphs. 
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Basic Formatting Guidelines 

• One inch (1”) margins all around  

• Double space entire document  

• Use 12-point, Times New Roman font   

• Left justify text  

• Include a header with your last name and page number in the upper right corner  

• Center title and capitalize first letter of all the main words  

• Indent first line of each paragraph using one tab  
 

 

 

 

 

 

Note: For help setting up your document in MLA format, refer to The MLA Style Center, https://style.mla.org/formatting-

papers/  

 

Information is based on the The MLA Style Center, https://style.mla.org/formatting-papers/. Individual instructor’s 

specifications may vary, so check with your instructor before formatting and submitting your work. 

https://style.mla.org/formatting-papers/
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