Viking Travel Journal
You are a fierce Viking warrior who has just left your homeland in Sweden on a longboat to travel to London, Paris, Kiev and Constantinople. You want to record your journey in a travel journal so your family back home can read about your exploits and understand what you have seen and done. 
Write a travel log for your journey that includes information on the following: 
The names of oceans, seas, rivers you traveled (use an atlas for help) 

The people you encountered along the way (Anglo-Saxons, Celts etc.) 
What you thought of them, what you saw them doing... 

New technologies or goods you discovered 

A drawing, map or other illustration / piece of memorabilia you could show your family when you return home. 

At least 4 dated entries—one for each stop (London, Paris, Kiev, Constantinople)
Helpful Viking Facts
Common Viking names for boys—Harald, Bjorn, Ivar, Leif, Erik, Knut, Magnus, Olav, Rolf, 

Common Viking names for girls—Astrid, Brunhyld, Sigrid, Siv, Svanhild, Gudrun, Vigdis 

Vikings were excellent navigators, shipbuilders, traders and craftsmen 

Women were well respected in Viking culture as they had to run the farm while the men were away 

Viking women picked who they would marry—unlike most cultures 

Viking warriors carried a sword, shield, spear and battle-axe when traveling 

Warriors usually left in the spring, raided during the summer and returned home during the fall 

Their longboats had flat bottoms to allow them to travel the both the ocean and up rivers inland 

It would take 80 oak trees to build a longboat 

Longboats had up to 30 rowers and up to 90 crewmen. 

Only one Viking helmet has ever been found, in a Viking grave in Norway. It did not have horns. 

Vikings worshipped a number of different gods and goddesses—they even had a God of Snowshoes! 

In the year 986, Vikings landed in Canada—in the area that would become Newfoundland. 
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Viking Travel Log

	Marking Rubric Not quite yet... 
2 marks 
	Good start 
3 marks 
	You did it! 
4 marks 
	Wow! 
5 marks 

	Content 
	Journal is in point form or incomplete. 

Missing key concepts or ideas 


	Briefly covers all details of a the journey 

Missing some details and ideas 


	Fully covers all details of the journey 

Main ideas and details are complete 


	Fully describes the journey 

Links in previous knowledge 

Added extra details 



	Presentation 
	Does not have 4 separate and dated entries 

Basic illustration 


	Entries are separated but may not be dates 

Effort made on illustration 


	Separate and dated entries. 

Good illustration that links to journal 


	4 clearly dated entries 

Illustration links in to journal —extra effort. 



	Spelling & Grammar 
	Frequent errors in spelling or structures. 

Errors impact meaning 


	Noticeable errors in basic words and structures 

More editing needed 


	Most sentences are correct; some errors 

Minor editing needed 


	Occasional errors with complex language 

Well-written 




Europe Map

Can you find Sweden and Norway—your Viking homeland? 

To help you plan and write your journal, trace your route to London, Paris, Kiev and Constantinople.
Viking Travel Journal

Entry #1

Location:_____________________________________________________________________________

Date:___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________

Signed :________________________________________________________________________________

Entry #1

Drawing, Map, Illustration, Memorabilia to bring home:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Entry #2

Location:_____________________________________________________________________________

Date:___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________

Signed :________________________________________________________________________________

Entry #2

Drawing, Map, Illustration, Memorabilia to bring home:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________
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Entry #3

Location:_____________________________________________________________________________

Date:___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________

Signed :________________________________________________________________________________

Entry #3

Drawing, Map, Illustration, Memorabilia to bring home:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Viking Travel Journal

Entry #4

Location:_____________________________________________________________________________

Date:___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________

Signed :________________________________________________________________________________

Entry #4

Drawing, Map, Illustration, Memorabilia to bring home:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

Viking Travel Journal

Entry # _______
Location:_____________________________________________________________________________

Date:___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________


__________________________________________________________________________________________

Signed :________________________________________________________________________________

Entry # _______
Drawing, Map, Illustration, Memorabilia to bring home:

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Vikings in England 

Here is how it all started.....

Viking raids on England started in the late 8th century. The attack on Lindisfarne monastery in 793 was a particularly dramatic and significant event, heralding the onset of frequent raids on coastal communities, with churches and monasteries being particularly targeted for their wealth.

Sporadic raiding gradually turned to larger-scale assaults, as war-bands amalgamated, and these took on a more political aim. Over-wintering in defended camps, the control of extensive areas of land, and the extraction of 'protection money' (the so-called Danegeld) became characteristic of Viking activity in England.

To start with, English resistance was uncoordinated and often ineffective. 'England' was a region of several independent kingdoms - often at war with each other - and the lack of a unified political and military structure meant that Viking war-bands could roam the countryside with some impunity. Eventually, King Alfred of Wessex was able to confront the Viking 'Great Army' at Edington, in 878, when his victory enabled him to establish terms for peace, though this did not put a complete stop to Viking activity which continued on and off for several more generations. Alfred had to concede the northern and eastern counties to the Vikings, where their disbanded armies settled, created new settlements and merged with the local populations. Lincoln, Nottingham, Derby, Stamford and Leicester became important Viking towns within The Danelaw (or 'Scandinavian England'), while York became the capital of the Viking Kingdom of York which extended more or less over what we call Yorkshire.

These areas were gradually reconquered and brought back under English control by Alfred's successors, but not before the Scandinavian influence had been locally imprinted to an extent which is still detectable today.
After the Battle of Clontarf (1014) many of the Hiberno-Norse Vikings migrated to England and settled in the north-west, from the Wirral to the Lake District. In northern England, as a crude generalisation, the Pennine watershed represents the interface of the 'Norwegian' and 'Danish' Viking regions. The last major Viking battle took place at Stamford Bridge near York in 1066, but the threat of further Scandinavian invasion, with ambitions to conquer and rule, did not diminish until well after the Norman Conquest of 1066 and, in fact, under Canute/Cnut (c.994-1035) the realm had a Danish monarch and was part of an Anglo-Scandinavian empire.

The Vikings in Paris

The Vikings had been raiding the territory of the Franks since at least 800. Although Charlemagne created a coastal defense system, their raids were most damaging along navigable rivers that brought them inland.

Raids along Frankish Rivers
The Vikings, taking advantage of the fighting among the heirs of Louis the Pious, first navigated the Seine as far as Rouenin 840. In 843, men from Vestfold, a part of the Danish Kingdom, appeared on the Seine for the first time.[1]
The Attack on Paris
In 845, 120 Viking ships under the command of Ragnar attacked the city. While besieging the city, a plague broke out in their camp. The Vikings were at this time teetering between pagan and Christian beliefs, and after first praying to the Norse gods, they undertook a fast, acting on the advice of one of their Christian prisoners, and the plague subsided.[2] The Vikings proved superior to the Franks, and withdrew only after being paid a Danegeld by Charles the Bald. This attack presaged the prolonged Siege of Paris (885–886).

The Vikings in Kiev

Starting around 750 c.e., Vikings coming mainly from Sweden began to settle in northern Russia and develop trade ties with the Near East via the Khazar khaganate. One group of these Vikings was said to have been led by a certain Riurik who apparently established himself in northwestern Russia shortly after 850. By the second half of the ninth century, some of the Vikings from northern Russia began to settle in Kiev
The Vikings in Constantinople

In 860, the Vikings attacked the Byzantine Empire and laid siege to Constantinople. The attack, which is recorded as sudden and brutal, resulted in the outskirts of the town being plundered and burned and the local populace being slaughtered. The raids on Constantinople, and other cities in the empire, continued for almost two hundred years and were repeated in such a way as to give one the impression that each generation of Viking rulers felt that they would not be taken seriously without the expedition. These raids were so successful that, eventually, in 988 Basel II, the Byzantine Emperor, requested assistance of Vladmir of Kiev, the grand prince of Kiev of Norse descent, to help defend the throne. Vladimir agreed and sent 6,000 Vikings to Basil who formed the famous elite Varangian guard of the Byzantine Empire in 989, who began their career with the defeat of the rebel general Bardas Phocas.
In the 850s and 860s, they made their way into Russia where they would found city-states that included Kiev & Novgorod. It wouldn't be long before they were to become members of the retinue, known as the druzhina in Russian, which was an organization that provided the main part of the framework for the original structure of the Rurikid state. As members of the druzhina, they were a cadre of select troops in personal service of a chieftain, who would act as his personal bodyguards and the core of his military campaigns.

What might a Viking traveler find at these destinations?

LONDON, ENGLAND (700-1000 C.E.):

Farms (wheat, livestock, vegetables)

Small villages of farmers and merchants

Different people (Celts, Romans, Anglo-Saxons)

Marketplace (fabrics, jewelry, food)

Ale Houses (beer, wine, food)

Waterway (the North Sea)

KIEV, RUSSIA (700-900 C.E.): 

Farms (wheat, livestock, vegetables)

Large marketplaces in the city

Gold, silver, precious metals

Asian fabrics, tapestries

People groups (Russians, Asians)

Waterway (Dnipro River from the Baltic Sea)

PARIS, FRANCE (800-900 C.E.): 

Large city with marketplace (artwork, food, clothing shops)

Expensive fabrics (silk, satin)

Exotic foods (olive oil, pears, pomegranates, dates, nuts)

People dressed in fine, expensive clothing

People groups (French, Spanish, Romans)

Waterway (Seine River flows into Paris)

CONSTANTINOPLE, TURKEY (800-1000 C.E.):

Large marketplaces (incense, perfumes, jewelry, fabrics)

Exotic foods (spices form the Orient, olive oil, pomegranates, pears, dates, nuts, coffee, tea)

People groups (Asians, Muslims, Christians, Romans)

New technologies (libraries, hospitals, science/astronomy)
A city that was designed very much like Rome and Athens
Waterway (Bosphorus Strait, connects the Black Sea to the Mediterranean Sea)
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