Mississippi Professional Educators (MPE): 2020 Legislative Bill Tracker

Bills signed by the Governor

Bill Companio [Short Title Author of Bill Description Action (as of 10:00 a.m. on
n Bill 7/9/2020)
HB 1 Appropriation; Department of Education| Rep. Richard [Provides for $18,446,578 to ensure full funding of the teacher pay raise for 2019-2020; an error had Passed House
for additional funding for teachers' Bennett resulted in a shortfall in the original FY2020 appropriation for the $1,500 raise for certified and assistant [Appropriations; passed
salaries. teachers (passed in the 2019 Legislative Session). House; sent to Senate; passed
Senate Appropriations;
passed Senate; approved by
the Governor
HB 274 HELP Grant Program; align curriculum Rep. Jim  [Aligns the curriculum requirements for eligibility of the Higher Education Legislative Plan (HELP) Grant |Passed House Education;
with changes for college preparatory as Beckett Program with changes in the college prep curriculum requirements. passed House; sent to Senate;
required by IHL. passed Senate U&C; passed
Senate; approved by the
Governor
HB 667 Public special purpose schools; clarify Rep. Richard |Provides that licensed employees of the Schools for the Deaf and Blind will enter into written contracts of [Passed House Education;
provision related to administrative and Bennett employment. Employees will transfer from state service employees under the State Personnel Board to  |passed House; sent to Senate;
licensed instructional personnel of. employees of their respective school. passed Senate Education and
Senate Appropriations;
passed Senate; approved by
the Governor
HB 669 Tate County School Board; require to Rep. Richard |Requires any county having two or more school districts, one of which being a county school district, Amended and passed House
consolidate system of high schools by Bennett having jurisdiction over three high schools within the district to consolidate its system of high schools by |Education; passed House;
closing Coldwater High School. closing the high school that has consistently underperformed as determined by its grade designation under|Motion to Reconsider
the accountability rating system determined by the State Board of Education. entered; Motion to
Reconsider tabled; sent to
Senate; passed Senate
Education; passed Senate;
Motion to Reconsider
entered; Motion to
Reconsider tabled; approved
by the Governor
HB 676 State and School Health Insurance Rep. Richard |Allows a State Superintendent designee to serve on the State and School Employees Health Insurance Passed House Education;
Management Board; authorize State Bennett Management Board. passed House; sent to Senate;

Agency executive heads to designate to
serve in his or her capacity.

passed Senate Education;
passed Senate; approved by
the Governor
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HB 751

Mississippi Employer-Assisted Housing
Teacher Program; remove requirement
that the Department of Education
administer with the FNMA.

Rep. Trey
Lamar, I

Amends the previous Mississippi Employer-Assisted Housing Teacher Program by removing the
administration requirement by the Department of Education in conjunction with the Federal National
Mortgage Association.

Passed House Education;
passed House; sent to Senate;
passed Senate Education;
amended and passed Senate;
returned to House for
Concurrence; House
Concurred with amendment;
approved by the Governor

HB 1176

School bus drivers; increase maximum
speed limit on interstate highways.

Rep. Oscar
Denton

Increases the maximum speed for the driver of any school bus transporting children to sixty-five miles per
hour on interstate highways.

Passed House Transportation
and House Education; passed
House; sent to Senate; passed
Senate Highways and
Transportation and Senate
Education; passed Senate;
approved by the Governor

HB 1336

"Mississippi Learn to Earn Act"; enact
to authorize the earning of graduation
credit through apprenticeships and other
alternative courses.

Rep. Kent
McCarty

Allows students to earn graduation credit upon completion of a registered school-to-work apprenticeship
program, internship, and other approved courses.

Passed House Education;
passed House; sent to Senate;
Strike All amendment
adopted passed Senate
Education; Strike All
amendment amended,
adopted and passed Senate;
returned to House for
Concurrence; House
concurred with amendment;
approved by the Governor

HB 1577

Hunter safety course; authorize school
districts to offer as part of their
curriculum.

Rep. Philip
Gunn

Authorizes public school districts to offer a course in hunter safety in grades 7-12.

Passed House Wildlife,
Fisheries and Parks and
House Education; passed
House; sent to Senate; passed
Senate Education and Senate
Wildlife, Fisheries and Parks;
passed Senate; approved by
the Governor

HB 1647

Local governmental entities and school
districts; authorize grant of admin leave
with pay in event of certain disasters or
emergencies.

Rep. Philip
Gunn

Authorizes local school boards to grant teachers and other school district employees leave with pay
during a state of emergency; gives the same authority to city and county governments; the governor on
March 14 declared a state of emergency due to the coronavirus pandemic.

Passed House Rules, Passed
House, Passed Senate Rules,
Passed Senate; approved by
the Governor
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HB 1788

Mississippi Pandemic Response
Broadband Availability Act; create.

Rep. Scott
Bounds

Creates and authorizes the transfer of $50 million to the Mississippi Pandemic Response Broadband
Availability Grant Program Fund to provide grants to public school districts, independent schools and
Native American tribal schools for eligible expenses; MDE is to administer grant program

Passed House Rules; passed
House; referred to Senate
Energy; amended and passed
Senate Energy; Tabled
Subject to Call by Senate;
Amended and passed Senate;
House concurred with Senate
amendment; law without
Governor's signature

HB 1792

Appropriation for Equity in Distance
Learning Act

Rep. Richard
Bennett

Appropriates $150-million for the Equity in Distance Learning Act (established in SB 3044)

Passed House Rules; passed
House; referred to Senate
Appropriations; amended and
passed Senate
Appropriations; passed as
amended by Senate; House
concurred with Senate
amendment; law without
Governor's signature

HB 1793

"Postsecondary Education COVID-19
Mitigation Relief Program"; create to
provide reimbursements to
postsecondary educational institutions
for related expenses.

Rep. Donnie
Scoggin

Authorizes grants and reimbursements to eligible two- and four-year, public and private postsecondary
institutions for COVID-19 related eligible expenses

Passed House Rules; passed
House; referred to Senate
Universities & Colleges;
amended and passed Senate
Universities & Colleges;
passed as amended by
Senate; House concurred
with Senate amendment; law
without Governor's signature

HB 1794

Appropriation; IHL for postsecondary
board to administer the "Postsecondary
Education COVID-19 Mitigation Relief
Grant Program.”

Rep. Donnie
Scoggin

Appropriates a total of $110 million to community colleges ($50 million), universities/private colleges
(%50 million) and independent schools ($10 million) for eligible COVID-19 related expenses authorized

in HB 1793

Passed House Rules; passed
House; referred to Senate
Appropriations; amended and
passed Senate
Appropriations; passed as
amended by Senate; House
concurred with Senate
amendment; law without
Governor's signature

HB 1797

Appropriation for Mississippi Pandemic
Response Broadband Availability Act

Rep. Richard
Bennett

Appropriates $50 million to MDE to administer the Mississippi Pandemic Response Broadband

Availability Act (established in HB 1788)

Passed House Rules; passed
House; referred to Senate
Appropriations; amended and
passed Senate
Appropriations; passed as
amended by Senate; House
concurred with Senate
amendment; law without
Governor's signature




Bill Companio |Short Title Author of Bill Description Action (as of 10:00 a.m. on
n Bill 7/9/12020)
SB 2506 Winona-Montgomery School Board of | Senator Graves [Revises the membership of the Winona-Montgomery School Board and provides for all members to be  [Passed Senate Education;
Trustees; revise membership. Chassaniol |elected from supervisor districts. passed Senate; sent to House;
passed House Education;
passed House; approved by
the Governor
SB 2509 Failing school districts; extend repealer | Senator Dennis |Extends the repealer to July 1, 2023, on the State Board of Education’s authority to appoint a new school |Passed Senate Education;
on. DeBar, Jr.  |board in districts in which the governor declares a state of emergency. passed Senate; sent to House;
passed House Education;
passed House; approved by
the Governor
SB 2511 Teachers; revise licensure. Senator Dennis |Revises licensure guidelines as a means of addressing the teacher shortage. The bill revises entry Passed Senate Education,
DeBar, Jr.  |requirements for teacher preparation programs to include a 21 ACT or a 3.0 GPA or passing the Praxis. |amended and passed Senate;
sent to House; passed House
Education; amended and
passed House; returned to
Senate for Concurrence;
Senate Concurred as
amended; approved by the
Governor
SB 2565 16th section trust interest; authorize Senator W. |Authorizes school districts to spend interest accrued from 16th section trusts once the school districtis  |Passed Senate Education;
districts to spend once loan payments Briggs Hopson |current on its loan payments. passed Senate; sent to House;
are current. 11 passed House Education;
passed House; approved by
the Governor
SB 2594 The Equal Opportunity for Students Senator Dennis | Amends current law governing the Equal Opportunity for Students with Special Needs Act (i.e., SPED  [Amended and passed Senate
with Special Needs Act; revise and DeBar, Jr.  [vouchers). The bill strengthens the accountability of these funds. Among other provisions, the bill does |Education and Senate
extend repealer. not allow funds to be used for online schools or out-of-state schools and it requires state funds to be Appropriations; passed
returned to the student’s home public school if the student returns to his/her school (i.e, money follows Senate; sent to House; passed
the child). The bill also requires private schools that use public schools educators to provide services to [House Education and House
these voucher students to reimburse public schools fair market value for such services. The bill requires |Appropriations; passed
PEER’s biannual review of the program to address the efficacy of the program, specifically the degree to |House; Motion to Reconsider
which private schools are meeting the needs of students as defined by the students’ IEP, rather than entered; Motion to
parents’ satisfaction with the program. Reconsider tabled; approved
by the Governor
SB 3044 | HB-1786 |Equity in Distance Learning Act; enact. | Senator Dennis [Authorizes MDE to provide guidance, technical support and financial reimbursement to schools to Passed Senate Education;

DeBar, Jr.

provide distance learning and online services. Allocations will be made to schools based on 2019-2020
ADM. Requires schools to equip every student with a grade-appropriate device, as recommended by
MDE, before incurring other eligible expenses.

amended and passed Senate;
sent to House; referred to
House Rules; amended and
passed by House Rules;
passed as amended by
House; Senate concurred
with House amendment; law
without Governor's signature




Bill Companio |Short Title Author of Bill Description Action (as of 10:00 a.m. on
n Bill 7/9/2020)
SB 3046 COVID-19 Connectivity Act Senator Joel |Establishes the COVID-19 Connectivity Grant Program to be administered by the Public Utilities Staff ~ |Amended and passed Senate

Carter

for the purpose of expanding broadband service to unserved or underserved areas of the state; authorizes
$75 million in CARES Act funding to rural areas with no broadband service with a committed match by
providers of $75 million for a total of $150 million for rural broadband access

Energy; passed Senate;
referred to House Rules;
amended and passed House
Rules; passed House as
amended; Senate concurred
with House amendment; law
without Governor's signature

Bills Under Constructi

on

HB 1700

Appropriation; Education, Department
of.

Rep. John Read

Provides funding of K-12 and other educational activities for Fiscal Year 2021

Passed House
Appropriations; passed
House; sent to Senate;
amended and passed Senate
Appropriations; passed
Senate as amended; House
declined to concur and
invited conference; House
conferees - Read, Bennett,
Ladner; Senate conferees -
Hopson, DeBar, Blackwell;
Conference reported adopted
by Senate and House;
Conference report
recommitted; Conference
report adopted by Senate and
House; partially vetoed by

Coviornar

Bills That

Have Died

HB-18
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HB-666
HB-672
HB 770
HB757




Bill

Companio
n Bill

Short Title

Author of Bill

Description

Action (as of 10:00 a.m. on
7/9/2020)




Bill Companio |Short Title Author of Bill Description Action (as of 10:00 a.m. on
n Bill 7/9/12020)
HB-1556
HB-1786( SB 3044
SB-200%
SB 2284
SB2286
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