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Foreign Business Registration 

Checklist

A certified copy of the articles of organization, 

incorporation, or trust. 

A certified copy of each amendment to the articles if 

applicable. 

A certified copy of each merger pertaining to the 

business, if applicable. 

Prior to completing a Foreign business registration filing online through the Clerk’s Information System (CIS), 

or via a paper form, please read through the check list below to ensure you have all of the necessary 

information and documentation to submit along with your filing.

These documents must be certified by the 

secretary of state, or other public official 

having custody of business records, in the 

jurisdiction where the business is 

organized. 

The certification date on the copies must be 

no more than 12 months old

We cannot accept the original articles or a 

certificate by the secretary of state that 

merely certifies the existence of good 

standing of the business

Certified Copies

Sample Certifications by State

Alabama

Alabama Probate Crt.
Alaska Arizona Arkansas

Arkansas Insurance

California

California Online

Colorado Connecticut

Connecticut Online
Delaware D.C. Florida

Florida Online

Georgia

Georgia Online

Hawaii Idaho Illinois

Illinois Insurance

Indiana

Indiana Online

Indiana Insurance

Iowa Kansas

Kansas Online

Kentucky Louisiana

Louisiana Online

Maine

Maryland

Maryland Online

Massachusetts Seal

Massachusetts Stamp

Michigan

Michigan Insurance

Minnesota Mississippi

Missouri Montana Nebraska Nevada New Hampshire

New Jersey New Mexico New York

New York Financial 

Services

North Carolina North Dakota

Ohio Oklahoma Oregon Pennsylvania Puerto Rico

Rhode Island South Carolina

South Carolina Online

South Dakota Tennessee Texas

Texas Insurance

Utah Vermont

Vermont Online

Virgin Islands Washington

Washington Stamp
West Virginia

Wisconsin

Wisconsin Insurance
Wyoming

Click on the state below in which your business was formed to see a sample certified copy. 

https://cis.scc.virginia.gov/
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/94d3560e-6df6-472e-8b92-711efc59d007/Alabama-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/3582f7b1-6741-4499-a7a2-638f7e1ab2fb/Alabama-(-Probate-Court)-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/bf459c69-8c3d-4d21-a212-f37a4496d620/Alaska-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/e4090f10-067e-4809-b9bf-80649d8b80d4/Arizona-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/decc5b63-71d3-4ad4-83ab-e1f4944341da/Arkansas-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/a2f0c867-f1e2-40a4-9407-807f12ff716d/Arkansas-Certification-(Insurance-Dept-)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/9c4a2fb1-3aff-4961-ae6a-e0ba488b2bd0/California-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/670b0cee-d5b4-4e66-979d-e27ac3866e0f/California-Certification-(online)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/a5f2ddfa-159f-4de3-b82c-e4a4f893c009/Colorado-Certification-(online)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/bfdf08df-89c3-4625-8485-bf28b5504c68/Connecticut-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/f6c981f5-a09f-4eee-8d6c-1db799cbede5/Delaware-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/836e46fe-b3d8-4a70-ae73-793b558abe56/District-of-Columbia-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/1f961246-893a-4d90-9d5c-ed638b3d0d31/Florida-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/c621505c-c3cf-4ecd-9049-0344b90b2c5f/Florida-Certification-(online)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/95018f8c-343d-40a8-96f5-37ce9971d4c8/Georgia-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/9ce27e6c-4aff-4083-89dd-a4233d244197/Georgia-Certification-(online)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/74979ac5-d3fa-4005-ab96-37795ce91385/Hawaii-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/046d3576-c116-4c8a-ab9e-43051e57af13/Idaho-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/35a77530-57f2-40d5-ba16-53c3c779d5a0/Illinois-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/dca29731-da5c-4a20-90cf-ff7faa57bf0a/Illinois-Certification-(Dept-of-Insurance)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/54b262dc-7dd5-4cdd-8b1e-b854c88ba497/Indiana-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/824fe16b-27c6-4eb5-a81e-1fee5bdac019/Indiana-Certification-(online)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/3715aafa-9881-4789-84b9-f9b1662c3b27/Indiana-Certification-(Insurance-Department)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/6b5a5dff-3272-431b-ac20-302865b90bfa/Iowa-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/16ccd04c-5d5d-4121-934e-2dca5b8f0781/Kansas-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/b5f93933-ba2b-47b2-8fa5-54bb087ac3b4/Kansas-Certification-(Online)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/ca8dbe3d-d1d8-4dd2-b4e4-3abe6892033d/Kentucky-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/4db501c5-cede-4ce7-9d9a-3177a929fa85/Louisiana-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/5f798ad1-a856-4f8c-a58f-2d3aeaf6e4fa/Louisiana-Certification-(Online)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/ce3a5f4b-3667-46ce-9334-1e9b24302231/Maine-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/8fa2f2df-fef5-448c-8b6c-2e7d1ffc9974/Maryland-Certification-(In-House)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/00f0adcc-fbeb-4ca6-8065-37d4963e5448/Maryland-Certification-(Online)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/05c59fdd-e0d2-4838-91ea-3c92146c9733/Massachusetts-Certification-(with-seal)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/35e79711-89a1-402c-be1f-b35e1d9373e9/Massachusetts-Certification-(with-stamp)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/e744a469-ee7a-49f8-b482-cd760fe2cb2e/Michigan-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/03e5d420-b25d-4313-8309-022a10bd3e45/Michigan-Certification-(Dept-of-Ins)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/67f13b67-d543-4bc3-82c0-ac8a6947458a/Minnesota-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/9cc957ec-ca40-4adc-900b-7b07066c84e3/Mississippi-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/ffd83a9e-b8e3-4e65-8d39-b822492dcc45/Missouri-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/654250fd-1e7d-482a-9ac5-769b1cc58a5c/Montana-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/2c168317-2400-440e-bace-2924ea99fc82/Nebraska-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/9d710b4a-a3b1-4533-b5c6-748a283124df/Nevada-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/d04ae911-42ce-4694-9527-8c49c5739b33/New-Hampshire-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/3f74ecc0-bfdf-4246-b84b-ad3c43186a27/New-Jersey-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/5d1651a0-ef2e-4593-a789-1852d7fe0c9e/New-Mexico-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/2f0ea7bf-308a-4c51-8581-0b2e81c8bba0/New-York-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/789df986-90ea-4339-b9c2-4fddc9be74b3/New-York-Certification-(Financial-Services)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/5ab22f93-eb02-43ee-bd6a-7468473de43e/North-Carolina-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/7e0a162b-6469-4718-b10b-c32db175dbaa/North-Dakota-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/0b108842-86db-4ef6-929c-3ca2d15b6934/Ohio-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/335b0afe-37ae-41da-bbb6-cbe1faeb984b/Oklahoma-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/c9ba59c8-4ea2-461b-aacf-ca85e6f40646/Oregon-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/d1af37c4-b8b1-4160-b78b-a92ed911147b/Pennsylvania-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/26fdbb74-3c4b-4555-8464-e24de95ce858/US-Puerto-Rico-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/4038a88b-888d-418d-af60-52ee6f46aa0b/Rhode-Island-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/7d049fc4-1d83-4b17-8528-a7a27da73030/South-Carolina-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/0d40f105-7ef3-42b4-90a8-d88551bd01ca/South-Carolina-(online)-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/5c461a3a-b0ff-405a-8d49-bc58ecf4db6d/South-Dakota-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/4c37ce72-d456-44e8-9521-a82c42012cf9/Tennessee-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/1ede8fbe-f853-4aa7-b647-2fb27e863b86/Texas-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/8b51cb0a-7202-44b1-9e03-7221aa36fc8f/Texas-Certification-(Insurance)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/c639b58f-e85c-45c4-a4a4-8f20133799ee/Utah-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/259390fb-0401-4d5b-97b4-f2aab1eed0d9/Vermont-(Online)-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/5860e315-68a9-46ec-9bb5-89faf92f312c/Vermont-(Online)-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/6923b2da-a7af-4bb9-90f9-2cee5ccafb45/US-Virgin-Islands-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/8ebd959a-4f40-4d25-b752-18ae39db5396/Washington-Certification-(In-House)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/7665f48a-0721-46e8-b188-373253ffa86a/Washington-Certification-(Stamp)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/b4356362-8dd7-4492-b879-9b21c5b4d39c/West-Virginia-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/f77e09cf-fbf0-4466-8e77-a0e5decf93ff/Wisconsin-Certification-(Insurancee)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/eedac694-fe80-4197-bc19-2c2a099cb57e/Wisconsin-Certification-(Insurancee)
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/4fb93158-f447-4e38-bd46-066ab64e277b/Wyoming-Certification
https://scc.virginia.gov/getdoc/d45f67d0-f923-483a-8732-fac9ea415402/Connecticut-Certification-(Online)
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Outstanding Fees

If the business was previously registered to transact business in the Commonwealth of Virginia, 

all outstanding fees must be paid prior to registering. 

General Business Information

Industry code “0 – General” should be used unless a member of the Clerk’s office has 

instructed you otherwise.

The company name on the registration application must match the name of the company on the 

articles unless it is either unallowable or undistinguishable in the state of Virginia. The table 

below lists the words that must be included in the business name by business type.

Every foreign business authorized to transact business in Virginia is required by law to continuously 

maintain a registered agent. You must have a registered agent in the state of Virginia prior to 

completing the foreign registration application. The registered agent must be an individual 

resident of Virginia or a business authorized to transact business in Virginia. For help with 

Registered Agents visit our FAQ page. 

Corporations Only: Read through your certified copy and if it states that the company is authorized 

to issue shares, you must apply as a stock corporation. 

Signatures

Business Type Naming Requirements

Stock corporation Company, corporation, incorporated, limited, Co., Corp, Inc., OR Ltd.

Professional Stock Company, corporation, incorporated, limited, (A) professional corporation, Co., Corp, Inc., 

Ltd., PC, OR P.C.

Limited Liability Company 

(LLC)

Limited company, limited liability company, LC, L.C., LLC, OR L.L.C.

Professional LLC Limited company, limited liability company, (A) Professional Limited Company, (A) 

Professional Limited Liability Company, LC, L.C., LLC, L.L.C., P.L.C., PLC, P.L.L.C., OR

PLLC

Limited Partnership Limited partnership, LP, OR L.P.

General Partnership Registered Limited Liability Partnership, Limited Liability Partnership, RLLP, R.L.L.P.,LLP, OR 

L.L.P.

Business Type Signature Requirements

LLC individual with title of member or manager. The title owner is not acceptable.

Corporation The chairman or any vice-chairman of the board of directors, the president, any officer authorized 

to act on behalf of the corporation

Limited Partnership A general partner

General Partnership At least two general partners

https://scc.virginia.gov/pages/Registered-Agents



