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 Call to order and roll call.  
The meeting was called to order at 5:32pm.  
Commissioners: Dooley, Huie, Laguana, Ortiz-Cartagena, Yekutiel, and Zouzounis were present.  
Commissioner Adams was absent.  
Staff in attendance: Dominica Donovan (Senior Policy Analyst), Richard Kurylo (Legacy Business Program 
Manager) 
 

 Presentation: Economic Recovery Taskforce Recommendations. (Discussion Item) 
Presenter: Carmen Chu, Assessor-Recorder in the City and County of San Francisco and Co-Chair of the 
Economic Recovery Taskforce, presented on the Taskforce’s recommendations.  
 
The Commissioners engaged in a meaningful dialoge with the Assessor-Recorder regarding her office’s 
activities and the recommendations made by the Taskforce.  
 
With respect to property taxes, the Assessor-Recorder shared that her office and the Controller often run 
stress case scenarios in order to plan for different economic situaitons. Prop 13, however, creates a situation 
where the tax base is already so low that significant impact economically isn’t really observed. For this year, 
her office doesn’t expect to see declines until January 1, 2021.  
 
On the recommendations to explore reuse of buildings, she elaborated and shared that the City should 
contemplate and evaluate how office spaces may be reused in the long-term and how can the City better 
adapt to evolving needs. 
 
On support for arts and culture entities, she shared that in connecting these entitites with access to capital, 
should and still can be explored. She added that, in additional to access to capital, the City needs to be 
activiely working with the industry more in order to develop more creative and uniquely tailored 
recommendations.  
 
With respect to next steps, the Assessor-Recorder highlighted that sharing recommendations with City 
Departmens and Commissions has been on-going. With respect to recommendations that have a specific 



small business focus, she shared that it would behoove the Commission to send letters to Departments and 
the Mayor.  
 
On support for small property owners, especiall those from immigrant communities and older small property 
owners, she noted that there is a gap in support for this particular population, especially in the face of the 
moratorium on commercial evictions. However, they did note that the City should receive counseling and 
technical assistance. At the State level, there needs to be more of a focus on working with banks and 
mediating with small businesses. The Commision noted that the Lower Polk Tenant Landlord Clinic is a great 
resource but, that other economic development programs shoud be focused on this vulnerable population.  
 
The Assesor-Recorder also shared that with respect to Shared Spaces, an inter-departmental strikeforce 
continues to meet. And, that the Mayor wil continue to think of different ways of convening those bodies. 
The Commission stressed that there are businesses who are not able to effectively utilize Shared Spaces for 
their business. Commissioner Yekutiel noted, that in New York City, appears to be investing in 
accommodating for businesses for the colder months. And, that if San Francisco has a particularly cold winter 
it could be devastating for small businesses. Equity grants will soon be administered to support outreach and 
program development in equity neighborhoods. For the long term, Departments are thinking about how this 
program would look if it were to become permenant.  
 
With respect to the local sales tax revenue loss as compared to other California cities, other cities’ sales tax 
revenue loss was offset by online sales. San Francisco relies on tourism and commuters that have not been 
present since Shleter in Place. Because of this, there have been many tangential impacts, including local 
workforce impacts.  
 
On cleanlinessl of commercial corridors, the Assessor-Recorder advised that businesses should organize in 
order to advocate for what the corridor’s needs are.   
 
Public Comment: 
Bejamin Lichtman, owner and operator of a transportation and events company spoke to the needs of his 
industry.  
 
Stephen Cornell, small business advocate, spoke to the need of getting employees back to work in person.  
 

 Approval of Legacy Business Registry Applications and Resolutions. (Discussion and Action Item)  
Presenter: Richard Kurylo, Legacy Business Program Manager, Office of Small Business, presented the 
Legacy Business applications.  
 
Commissioners Zouzounis, Ortiz-Cartagena, Dooley, and Laguana lauded the applications.  
 
Public Comment:  
The owner of Munroe Motors Inc., spoke in support of their application.  
[Name inaudible] spoke in support of Washington Vegetable Company.  
Ann Cervantes spoke in support of Washington Vegetable Company.  
Karen Woods, spoke in support of Iyengar Yoga Association of Nothern California.  
Mr. Kurylo spoke shared Fior d’Italia’s comments.  
 
Motion: Commissioner Ortiz-Cartagena motioned to approve all six resolutions as Legacy Businesses under 
Administrative Code Section 2A.242. 
2nd: Commissioner Laguana.  
Aye: 6 
Nay: 0 
Absent: 1 
Motion passed: 6-0. 
 
 



 Presentation: Economic Mitigation Work Group Recommendations. (Discussion and Possible 
Action Item).  
Presenter: Dominica Donovan, Senior Policy Analyst, Office of Small Business provided an overview of the 
Economic Mitigation Working Group’s Recommendations.  
 
With respect to the recommendations that an interagency working group be developed to address outreach 
and education to small businesses, Ms. Donovan shared that this could be more broadly applied to not only 
focus on tobacco retail permit holders.  
 
On public right of way fee waiver recommendation, Comissioner Yeutiel shared that there is also an 
argument to be made that the beautification of the City to bring in sales tax revenue for the City and that it 
should be as inexpensive and as easy as possible to be able to do this. Ms. Donovan also offered that there is 
also an argument to be made that it supports public health goals. 
 
Director Dick-Endrizzi also offered additional context for Point of Sale System fees.  
 
Commissinoer Zouzounis thanked staff and provided additional background on this effort.  
 
Commissioenr Huie thanked staff and expressed support for the recommendations, particularly where the 
focus is on reforms and fee mitigation that would support small businesses.  
 
Commissioner Laguana echoed the sentiments of his co-commissioners, and noted how measured the 
recommendations were.  
 
Angelina Yu, Legislative Aide to Supervisor Fewer shared additional background and context, and spoke to 
the Supervisor’s support for the recommendations. 
 
Commissioner Zouzounis added that the priorities for the recommendations are to support vulnerable 
communities and that the Deemed Approved Uses Ordinance and the Cigarette Litter Abatement fees would 
be prioritized.   
 
Public Comment: None. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Zouzounis motioned to support the recommendations with comment to prioritize 
the Deemed Approved Uses Ordinance and the Cigarette Litter Abatement fee reform, and that reaching 
vulnerable populations would be prioritized.   
2nd: Commissioner Dooley.  
Aye: 6 
Nay: 0 
Absent: 1 
Motion passed: 6-0 
 
 

 Approval of Draft Meeting Minutes. (Action Item) 
Public Comment: None. 
 
Motion: Commissioner Laguana motioned to approve the October 5, 2020 minutes.   
2nd: Commissioner Dooley.  
Aye: 6 
Nay: 0 
Absent: 1 
Motion passed: 6-0 
 

 



 General Public Comment. (Discussion Item) 
Public Comment: None. 
 

 Director’s Report. (Discussion Item) 
Director Dick-Endrizzi highlighted the SF Help Loan Program, a new Buy-Local campaign, and the SF 
LGBT Center’s Queer Street Marketplace. She also shared that businesses have new COVID-19 related 
posters that they must post. Additionally, Shared Spaces permit renewals are due November 15. Planning is 
expected to present to the Commission on Prop H. The Commercial Evictions/Tenants legislation is moving 
forward.  
 
The Commissioners noted that the small business advocacy framework will change somewhat with a new 
Presidential administration. Director Dick-Endrizzi shared that the Commission may advise the Mayor to 
advocate for certain matters at the State or federal level.  
 
Director Dick-Endrizzi shared that she is working to schedule the San Francisco Fire Department at the 
Commission.  
 
Public Comment: None. 
 

 Commissioner Discussion and New Business. (Discussion Item) 
Commissioner Huie offered that the small business survey is coming along and she may need the 
Commissioners’ help in sharing the survey with their networks.  
 
Commissioner Laguana acknowleged and lauded Commissioner Huie’s work on the survey.  
 
Public Comment: None. 

 
 Adjournment. (Action Item)  

Motion: Commissioner Ortiz-Cartagena motioned to adjourn.    
2nd: Commissioner Laguana.  
Aye: 6 
Nay: 0 
Absent: 1 
Motion passed: 6-0 
 
Meeting was adjourned at 9:13pm. 


