Scorpio—Death and Regeneration 
As the New Era unfolds, humanity will become less polarized to the emotional appeal and methods of expression of the orthodox and separatist religions of the Piscean Age and more attracted to the intuitive focus and spirituality of the One World Religion of the Age of Aquarius. That which has been and still is based on a dogma of ideological exclusivity will eventually be replaced with those spiritual insights that underlie the Laws and Principles of the coming times. In spite of recent world events, this is the unfolding truth and it will manifest.      A.O. 
 

Scorpio is ruled in terms of our daily life by Mars, the god of war. But the goal and path for Scorpio is not just to be engaged in one endless battle after another. In soul-centered astrology, we say that Scorpio is the embodiment of the Fourth Ray—Harmony through Conflict. And conflict there must be! Yet the orientation of this conflict (brought forth most clearly through the relationship of the pairs of opposites in the previous sign Libra), is the resolution of duality through the expansive learning activities of the next sign, Sagittarius, the sign of the spiritual path itself. Thus Scorpio is the sign in which the process of transformation between the tensions of duality and the harmony of a one-pointed focus on the soul, takes place. This is where Pluto, Scorpio’s second and higher-octave ruler comes into play. 

There is contained within Scorpio a great potency. This is the secret of directed energy—the place of objective calm within the stormy battle. This fixed quality, known symbolically as “the eagle’s eye,” is added to the armament of Mars, and gives to Scorpio the ability for a focused direction of purpose unequaled by any other. Once desire is brought to the forefront of consciousness (and this can also be the desire for spiritual enlightenment not just the sensual desires of the lower self), Scorpio loses not one atom of energy through emotional diffusion. The way to the Path becomes clear and Scorpio battles on until s/he reaches that clearing. 

The rhythm of Scorpio’s approach to this lofty goal is very different from his brother, the other Mars-ruled sign of Aries the Ram. Unless there is some immediate response to his projections from the environment, Aries’ fire will diminish, turn inwards and then suddenly burst out once again in some other place. The Ram must push on instinctively ahead but not necessarily in the same direction. Aries does not have to keep the same goal. It is a cardinal sign and thus must stay motivated but it is not a fixed sign as is Scorpio and thus the Ram can change its course and start over again. 

As a fixed, watery sign, Scorpio is undeterred and moves unwaveringly in its orientation. Once established, its attachment to its goal remains firm and immutable. That goal will be found eventually in the sign of Capricorn the Initiate, for Scorpio is the sign of the Disciple on his Way to this loftier place in consciousness. The water of Scorpio is always flowing on a fixed course, moving resolutely towards its delta. Should that course be blocked, the water will flow around, wear away, or seep through any obstacle. The current is set, the will is fixed, and the waters of the personality will eventually become irradiated by the Light of the Spirit and the Love of the Soul. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the First House (Ascendant): People with Scorpio rising are known to have “eagle-eyes.” There is a definitely piercing gaze but, in addition to this distinct physical characteristic, Scorpio on the First House cusp indicates and individual who is capable of seeing what lies underneath the surface appearance of people, places and things. When the eagle is flying high, Scorpio can use this sensitivity as a helpful and transformative healing tool. But when Scorpio crawls on the ground as a scorpion, this gift is often inverted and used to dominate and manipulate others. This sign/cusp combination gives a strong degree of sexual awareness and desire. If the rest of the personality shows emotional imbalance, such a position may be devastating to oneself and others. When used wisely, this sexual potency may be utilized as a tool for creativity on many levels. The aspects of Mars and Pluto in the natal chart will be of utmost importance. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the Second House: This House expresses our urge to acquire, possess and own. It therefore is closely connected to our desire nature. Scorpio is the sign of the transformation of desires and as a result there is an inherent conflict with this sign/ cusp combination. The individual will face a major life lesson concerning the right use of her personal resources, how they are acquired and the inner values that the person possesses in expressing the “urge for more.” When the tests of Scorpio on this cusp are successfully passed, the individual is freed from many of the pitfalls of “having and not having” and can do a great deal to transform her own talents and abilities so that they yield more abundance with less wear and tear on the emotional nature. Positive aspects in the natal chart between Mars and/or Pluto with Venus will be most helpful in this respect. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the Third House: The urge to penetrate into the spoken or written word in order to extract the real meaning underlining all forms of communication is a very prevalent trait when Scorpio occupies the cusp of this House. The individual’s frame of mind is usually quite perceptive while the intellectual interests often gravitate towards those pursuits that unlock life’s mysteries: science, psychology, or metaphysics and the occult. If Mercury is in aspect with Pluto, the individual tends to have a “spy mentality,” ever probing deeper into discovering what lies behind the scenes. A penetrating, no-nonsense mind (and a sharp tongue) is often seen when Mercury is in close contact with Mars in the natal chart. Unless Mars is in strong aspect with Jupiter, travel is usually not a favorite pastime, but “arm-chair travel” through books and research is much sought after and appreciated. Problems with brothers or sisters may occur if there are afflictions between Mercury, Mars and/or Pluto when Scorpio rules this House, while wealthy siblings are indicated by powerful, positive aspects between Mars, Pluto, Venus, and Mercury. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the Fourth House (IC): This can be a sign/cusp combination that is very challenging; it is also potentially very empowering. It is challenging because wherever Scorpio is placed in the natal chart death and transformation must take place. This death may be literal: the early loss of one or both parents. This loss may be physical as well as psychological. In any event, the individual is faced with the need to transform early psychological conditioning patterns and hence, the subjective loss of the parents. This is especially the case if there are strong hard aspects (square, opposition or inconjunction) between Pluto and the Moon. These aspects with Mars and the Moon will tend to give general discord or even violence in the early home life. Sexual issues involving one’s family background can be seen if Mars and/or Pluto are in the Eighth House of the natal chart in difficult aspect to the Moon or Uranus. The empowering dynamic of this position reveals itself once the individual has “re-rooted” himself in terms of freeing himself from such early conditioning and has emerged whole and healed. If there are no negative psychological issues in one’s family background (and modern life notwithstanding, this is possible!), then look for Scorpio on the IC to give rise to a person strong in his life values, with an inner reserve of power and strength that aids him to overcome many of life’s obstacles. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the Fifth House: The emotional potency of this sign adds passion to the romantic life when Scorpio rules this cusp. Should there be any strong aspects between Mars and the Sun in the natal chart, the sexual urge will be quite strong and the relationship between oneself and one’s lovers is bound to be very intense. Should Venus be involved with Mars, look for a person who will be the personification of the impassioned lover; put Neptune into this astrological picture and you come up with the diehard romantic. Scorpio on the Fifth is also an indication of a passion for the creative life, but this orientation, like all Scorpio-ruled areas of life, will have its share of crises potentially leading to greater strength. These challenges have to do with the constant need to reinvent oneself creatively. The status-quo of one’s artistic output for example, will lead to boredom and stasis. The individual will always have to outdo herself, digging ever deeper within herself for a more profound creative muse. Once found, the person is capable of revealing even greater gifts. Children can be a source of enormous emotional wealth and bring their gift of new life—this when the Sun is well placed with Mars and/or Pluto. Should the Sun be in affliction to one or both of these planets, children will bring their share of challenges into one’s life. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the Sixth House: Quite often, this sign/cusp combination brings the need to use one’s acquired skills, tools, and knowledge into the workplace so that improvement and advancement in life may be achieved. Should the sign Virgo also be prominent in the horoscope (Sun, Moon or Mercury in that sign), this tendency will be very much at the forefront of one’s personality. In any event, look for the area of work to be one in which the individual will face many of the challenges to refine and better herself. As for health, should Mars and especially Pluto be strong, especially in aspect to the Sun, the individual will have very potent powers of regeneration and renewal, coming out of any illness stronger than ever before. If Pluto and especially Mars be afflicted, then physical ailments concerning the sexual and/or bodily elimination functions will be prevalent. As with all things scorpionic, there is a tendency for intensity. Thus in terms of pets and animals, there will be either a very strong attraction to these creatures or a distinct avoidance of them. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the Seventh House (Descendant): Scorpio is a sign that acts as a vehicle for transformation. Relationships do not reflect the romantic idealism of Libra, the unbridled fun and passion of Leo, or the light-heartedness of Gemini, when Scorpio rules the Descendant. Partnerships are experienced with intensity but are also processes for deep and profound change. Taurus, which is a highly conservative sign, is on the Ascendant. It is a sign of tremendous fixity and one which avoids letting go of people, things or its life values. Scorpio is the sign of death, transformation and hence, of change. Although Scorpio is also a fixed sign, its placement on any cusp of a house guarantees that personal resistance notwithstanding, release and (potential) renewal will be definitely “in the stars.” Thus partnerships lived through the lens of Scorpio will challenge the stability that this Taurus-rising person, seeks so fervently to create. Yet the successful victory over these crises will bring even greater material and emotional wealth into one’s life. Even though the path of relationships has its definite share of challenges with this sign/cusp combination, Scorpio on the Seventh promises an ever-growing, ever-evolving opportunity in relationships. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the Eighth House: As this is the natural ruling sign of this House, there is no other sign/cusp combination that brings out the nature of the Eighth more fully than this one. Sexuality and the transformation and refinement of the desire nature are major themes of one’s life. In most cases, Scorpio on this House cusp will put Aries on the Ascendant. This combination of Mars-ruled signs on Mars-ruled Houses contributes to a life that will encounter a steady confrontation with the challenges of personal redemption and rebirth. Should Mars and Pluto be in strong and positive aspect to the Sun, the individual is gifted with enormous creative potential, strong vitality and great resistance to illness and disease. Afflictions between these planetary bodies will contribute to making the individual overly aggressive and his own worst enemy. Scorpio on the Eighth is an indicator of a person who brings transformation into other people’s lives. Should the Moon be involved in a positive connection with Pluto in the natal chart, look for a person who is a natural-born therapist and healer. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the Ninth House: This sign/cusp combination embodies a probing quest to know through experience, and a fundamental need to delve into the mysteries of life (and Afterlife). A person with Scorpio on the Ninth is one who tends to take her religious or spiritual beliefs beyond what is considered the orthodox; occult subjects are naturally explored. The Soul will tend to bring about crises in this area as one searches with ever greater intensity for a spiritual path leading to life’s inner meanings and truths. Any strong aspect between natal Pluto and natal Jupiter would intensify the individual's need to uncover universal truths that have particularly personal ramifications in terms of the individual's Path. Foreign travel is another activity that can bring about revelation and widened horizons—sea travel would have a particular allure.

Scorpio on the cusp of the Tenth House (MC): There is an intense urge to be successful in the world when Scorpio is on the MC. This is a sign/cusp combination indicating a person who will let no barrier stand in the way of his achievement. One’s ultimate success or failure depends deeply on the nature of the individual’s moral values. When the character is negative, Scorpio in this position can indicate a highly unscrupulous person, eager to move ahead through subterfuge and intrigue, thus eventually destroying himself. Look for difficult aspects between Mars and Neptune, Saturn, Neptune and Pluto, or Pluto, Saturn and Uranus to reveal such a tendency. On the other hand, Pluto in trine or sextile with Saturn will definitely aid one to achieve one’s goals over time and with a lot of hard work—but so is the path to lasting success in all cases. Mars trine Pluto with Scorpio on the Tenth will give endless vitality and a “never-say-die” attitude towards the accomplishment of any and all career and life goals. Scorpio ruling the MC also indicates a person who is capable of bringing new life and encouragement into any enterprise: look for positive Pluto/Sun aspects in the case of the former and positive Pluto/Mars aspects in the case of the latter. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the Eleventh House: This sign/cusp combination reveals a person who is thoroughly fixed in his or her aspirations. This is an individual who can hold on forever to her hopes and wishes. Even if life sounds a resounding awaking call to change, Scorpio on the Eleventh may resist such transformations until there is no other alternative but to release and let go. The wise person with this position will sense when the time is right to loosen one’s grasp on a vision that can have no future. The correct understanding of when to move on to another set of envisioned goals will bring a great deal of rewards into one’s life. This is not the most flexible influence when it comes to friendships and group dynamics. Yet once a pledge is given (especially if Mars or Pluto is in a fixed sign), once a friend comes under his protection, once an agreement or commitment to a group has been made, Scorpio on the Eleventh holds fast and firm. 

Scorpio on the cusp of the Twelfth House: Although the possibility for great psychological growth and spiritual development are very strong with this position, so are the dangers and the pitfalls. This sign/cusp combination requires a person to be very clear about the direction of his needs and wants. If the emotional nature is undisciplined or wanton, the person will find himself trying to stem the flow of unquenchable desires. But if the lessons of this trap have been learned and successfully integrated into the personality, this position has a strong potential for healing. The individual is then able to find the he has become a “universal catalyst,” allowing him to be in contact with an unlimited supply of transformational energy that may be applied to the well being of both self and others. This potential is available to the vast majority all of people born in the 20th century and early 21st century with Scorpio on the Twelfth as over 85% of them have Pluto sextile to Neptune. This is a powerful connection for it links the natural ruler of the Twelfth House (Neptune) to the natal ruler of the cusp (Pluto). Should this sextile be harmonious linked to the Sun, Moon or ruler of the Ascendant, look for a person with amazing healing potential. 
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