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This is the base Standard tuning chart
for each string:

Next, we'll walk through the neck
positions for the chords you'll find in
your rock songs. Each has a guitar chord
chart so you can "eyeball" it easily. Let's
start with the open chord A Major.

A Major is one of the easy guitar chords
to learn how to play. There are a couple
different ways to finger the chord in the
open position.

The easiest is just to "barre" the fourth
(D), third (G) and second (B) strings at
the second fret with your index (first)
finger. This gives you a combination of
the notes E, A and C# (C "sharp™).

Another way to play an open A chord is
to start with your first finger on the G
string/second fret, your second (middle)
finger on the D string/second fret and
your third finger (ring) on the B
string/second fret.
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Back to A Major. Place your index finger
across all six strings at the fifth fret.
Next, put your middle finger on the G
string (third) at the sixth fret. Now
you’re going to press your ring finger on
the fifth string (A) and your pinky on the
fourth string (D), both at the seventh
fret.

This time we’re going to do another
barre chord but at the seventh fret, so
press your index finger across all six
strings there. Press your ring finger on
the third string (G) at the ninth fret, and
your pinky on the second string (B) at
the tenth fret.
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You’re going to find minor chords in all
sorts of rock songs, so let’s finish up the
A series of easy guitar chords with a
couple Am (A minor) chords.

First off in the open position at the end
of the neck, let’'s press your index finger
on the B string (second) at the first fret.
Add your middle finger on the D string
(fourth) and your ring finger on the G
string (third), both at the second fret.
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For the barred version of Am, this is
even easier than A. Start off with the A
chord at the fifth fret up the neck, and
pull your middle finger off the string.
There you have it — A minor.

Just a recap, you’re barring all six
strings with your index finger, and
pressing the fifth and fourth strings (A
and D) with your ring and pinky fingers.

You're starting the B chord on the
second fret by barring strings 1 through
5 (A through e) with your index finger.
This is because you won’t strum the low
E when playing this chord. As you get
comfortable with the fingering, you can
muffle low E with your thumb, but it's
not a big deal right now.

Anyway, you're barring the strings at the
second fret with your index finger. On
the second, third, and fourth strings (B,
G and D), press with your ring finger at
the fourth fret.

You can also do a B chord at the seventh
fret. Move your fingers up the neck
towards the guitar body to the seventh
fret. Barre all six strings at the seventh
fret with your index finger. Press your
middle finger on the third string (G
string) at the eighth fret. Press your
ring finger on the fifth string (A string)
and pinky on the fourth string (D
string), both at the ninth fret.
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For B minor, you use the fingering from
Am with a little twist — that’s right just
add the bar. So, the index finger goes all
the way across strings 1 through 5.
Press your middle finger to the second
string (B) at the third fret. Your ring
finger goes on the fourth string (D) and
pinky on the third string (G), both at the
fourth fret.

Same goes for the Bm at the seventh
fret. Just like Am at the fifth fret. Do
you remember what to do for the Am
chord? That's right, bar all six strings
with your index finger, but move up to
the seventh fret. The ring and pinky
fingers will be on the ninth fret on
strings 5 and 4 (A and D).

Start with your index finger and press
down on the B string (second) at the
first fret. Your middle finger goes on the
D string at the second fret. Finally, on
the A string (fifth), press your ring
finger at the third fret. That's the C
Major.
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Moving up the neck to the next C, this
bar chord is exactly like the B Major
chord. The only difference is you move
your fingers up one half step, or one
fret. So, you’re barring the third fret
with your index finger across the first
through fifth strings (A through e), and
barring the second, third and fourth
strings (B, G and D) with your ring
finger at the fifth fret.

OK, you’re going to bar all six strings at
the eighth fret with your index finger.
Press your middle finger on the third
string (G string) at the ninth fret. Press
your ring finger on the fifth string (A
string) and pinky on the fourth string
(D string), both at the tenth fret.
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So, the index finger goes all the way
across strings 1 through 5 at the third
fret. Muffle the low E (first string) with
your thumb. Press your middle finger to
the second string (B) at the third fret.
Your ring finger goes on the fourth string
(D) and pinky on the third string (G),
both at the fourth fret.
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Barre all six strings with your index
finger at the eighth fret. The ring and
pinky fingers will be on the tenth fret on
strings 5 and 4 (A and D).

D Major in the open position is played on
the upper four strings (D, G, B and e).
They’re the "upper" strings because
we’re moving up higher in the note
scales as we go up the strings.

The D string (fourth) will be played
open. On the third string (G), press your
index finger at the second fret. Your
middle finger goes on the first string (e)
at the second fret. On the second string
(B), press your ring finger at the third
fret. Give it a strum.

D Major as a barre chord is just like the
barred C Major, just up the neck a full
step (two frets) to the fifth fret. Barre
strings one through five with your index
finger, then bar the B, G and D strings
(2, 3 and 4) with your ring finger at the
seventh fret.
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If you really want to get crazy with
guitar chords to learn, you can also play
D up the neck and barred at the tenth
fret. Of course, use your index finger for
the barre, all six strings. Your middle
finger is pressed on string 3 (G) on the
eleventh fret. On the twelfth fret, press
your ring finger on the fifth string (A)
and your pinky finger on the fourth
string (D).
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Dm in the open position is formed by
pressing your index finger at the first
fret on the first string (high e). Your
middle finger goes on string 3 (G) at the
second fret. Lastly, your ring finger gets
pressed on the second string (B) at the
third fret. Like D Major, when you strum
the chord, play the fourth string open
(D). There you have it.

The barred Dm chord is again at the
fifth fret. Strings 1 through 5 are barred
with the index finger and your middle
finger presses at fret 6 on the second
string (B). Meanwhile, your ring and
pinky fingers press the fourth and third
strings (D and G) at the seventh fret.
Are you getting the hang of this?
Excellent!

©Copyright 2007-2010 www.learn-to-play-rock-guitar.com



o | OO

D MINOR

@ || O

00

D MINOR

E Major/E Minor

—

213

E MAJOR

Page | 8

You can play the Dm chord two different
ways at the tenth fret. The first is a
super easy version of the Dm guitar
chords to learn. Just barre the first three
strings (G, B and e). Play the chord with
the fourth string (D) open. That’s it!

Lastly, the Dm in the barred position at
the tenth fret. Just press your index
across all six strings. On the twelfth fret,
press your ring finger on the fifth string
(A) and your pinky finger on the fourth
string (D).

Open E Major starts with finger positions
on the third, fourth and fifth strings. The
low E string (humber 6) will be played
open. Place your index finger on string
number 3 (G) at the first fret. Press
strings five and four (A and D) at the
second fret with your middle and ring
fingers, respectively.
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The next most used E chord is barred at
the seventh fret. The fingering is just
like the barred D chord. The difference is
that instead of muffling the first string
(low E), play it loud and proud. So barre
strings one through five with your index
finger on the seventh fret, and bar
strings two, three and four (B, G and D)
with your ring finger.

You can also mix it up and play an E
Major barred at the second fret. Bar the
first through fifth strings (e through A).
Using your ring finger, press the third
string (G) at the fourth fret. Press your
pinky down on the second string (B) at
the fifth fret. Strum all six strings, since
the first string is an open E.
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Em in the open position is super simple.
Just set up for an E Major and then lift
your index finger off the third string (G).
All you’ll have left is your middle and
ring fingers on strings five and four (A
and D). Donel!

www.learn-to-play-rock-guitar.com



=}

61110

©

00

E MINOR

F Major/F Minor

11106

©

3

F MAJOR

010

©

00

F MAJOR

Page |10

In the barred position at the seventh
fret, the Em will be the same fingering
as the Dm. Again, barre the first
through fifth strings, leaving low E (6th
string) open. Your middle finger will
press down on the second string (B) at
the eighth fret. Your ring and pinky
fingers will both be at the ninth fret on
the fourth and third strings (D and G).

F Major in the open position starts with
your index finger barring the first and
second strings (e and B) on the first
fret. On the third string (G), place your
middle finger at the second fret. Press
your ring finger on the fourth string (D),
third fret. Strum from the open A string
(fifth string) all the way through.

Barre all six strings with... wait for it...
wait for it... That's right, your index
finger. Your middle finger goes on the
third string (G) at the second fret, and
your ring and pinky fingers are pressed
on the fifth and fourth (A and D).
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One more F Major chord. Move up to the
eighth fret and bar the first through fifth
strings (e through A) with your index
finger. With your ring finger, bar the
second, third and fourth strings (B, G
and D).
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F minor in the first barred position is
again at the first fret. Barre all six
strings with your index finger. Your ring
and pinky fingers go on the fifth and
fourth strings (A and D) at the third
fret.

In the last barred position we’re doing
for Fm, move your index finger up to
the eighth fret and bar strings one
through five (e through A). Press your
middle finger on the second string (B) at
the ninth fret. Press your ring and pinky
fingers on the fourth and third strings (D
and G) at the tenth fret.
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This chord will take some practice, but
once you have it you’ll be a powerhouse!
Place your middle finger on the fifth
string (A) at the second fret. Press your
ring finger on the fifth string (E) at the
third fret. Lastly, and this is the stretch,
put your pinky all the way over on the
first string (e) at the third fret.

G can also be played barred at the third
fret. Your index finger bars all six
strings, and your middle finger goes on
the third string (G) at the fourth fret. At
the fifth fret, press the A and D strings
(5 and 4) with your ring and pinky
fingers. That's it.

The last G Major chord we’ll cover is
way up on the neck at the tenth fret,
where you bar all six strings with your
index finger. With your ring finger, bar
the B, G and D strings (2, 3, and 4) at
the twelfth fret.
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The barred Gm chord is easier to play
than the G Major chord. Just form the
barred G chord at the third fret and then
lift your middle finger off the G string.
Ok, index finger barring all six strings on
the third fret, with your ring finger
pressing the fifth string (A) and your
pinky finger on the fourth string (D),
both at the fifth fret. That's it — simple!

You can also do the Gm up there at the
tenth fret, but come on, do you really
want to? Ok, ok, I'll walk you through it.

So bar the six strings at the tenth fret
(index finger again). Place your middle
finger on the second string (B) at the
eleventh fret. Your ring and pinky
fingers go on the D and G strings (fourth
and third) at the twelfth fret.

Whew! That’s it. Those are the major and minor chords that you're going to run into

playing rock guitar.

Like | said before, when you're learning how to play guitar chords, there are
thousands of possibilities in chordal structures. | mean, think about it. We've only
covered the basic major and minor chords in the standard tuning of your guitar
strings (E, A, D, G, B, e). Start throwing in alternate tunings and the possibilities

are endless.
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