STUDENT COUNCIL CONSTITUTION

ST. CATHERINE SCHOOL

ARTICLE I - NAME

The name of this organization shall be the Student Council of St. Catherine School.

ARTICLE II - PURPOSE

The purposes of this organization shall be:

1. To represent the entire student body in all matters pertaining to the welfare of our school.

2. To encourage school spirit.

3. To promote the general activities of the school.

4. To initiate good citizenship.

5. To instill democratic ideals.

6. To encourage student involvement and school pride.

7. To provide a forum for student expression and input.

ARTICLE III - MEMBERS

SECTION I  



One gains regular membership in the Student Council upon completion of the application procedure as established by the Student Council, and is elected under the procedures prescribed by these by-laws.

One gains at large membership in the Student Council upon the completion and approval of at large membership application and has logged a minimum of 10 service hours by the end of the 1st 9-week grading period. 

SECTION II


Any member may be removed if he/she has 3 un-excused absences from council meetings; if he/she fails to maintain the required grade average or conduct grade; or if he/she commits a crime or exhibits behavior unbecoming to moral or spiritual attitudes as set forth in the Student Handbook.


Removal of any member shall be at the discretion of the Principal and Student Council Advisor.

SECTION III


Upon the creation of a vacancy in a position of a homeroom representative during the 1st Semester, the homeroom will elect a new representative within (2) two weeks. Upon the creation of a vacancy in a position of a homeroom representative during the 2nd Semester, the Student council advisor shall determine whether or not to fill that position based on the amount of time left in the school year and whether or not there are enough activities remaining to warrant the need of a new member.

Upon the creation of a vacancy in a position of president, the vice president shall assume all duties and responsibilities immediately and another vice president will be appointed from the membership by the advisor and/or the council. Appointment shall be contingent on the approval of the principal.


If any other office is vacated, it will be filled by accepting nominations by the Student Council of present members, and then having an election of the Student Council members to decide upon the person to fill the vacancy.

ARTICLE IV - OFFICERS, REPRESENTATIVES AND AT-LARGE MEMBERS

SECTION I


The elected officers shall be president, vice president, secretary and treasurer.  They must be in 8th grade during their term of office; maintain a grade of 75 or above at the end of each grading period in all classes and maintain a satisfactory conduct grade in all classes; and have been a student at St. Catherine School for at least two semesters. 

SECTION II


3 elected representatives shall represent each homeroom grades 6, 7 and 8.  All representatives must maintain a grade of 75 or above at the end of each grading period in all classes and maintain a satisfactory conduct grade in all classes.

At-large membership is open to any student in grades 6 - 8 who applies and is approved for at-large membership and has earned a minimum of 10 service hours before the end of the 1st 9-weeks grading period. At-large membership will be closed after the 1st grading period. Minimum grade and conduct requirements for at-large membership are the same as regular membership. 

SECTION III


Appointed officers shall be the historian and parliamentarian. They will be selected from the council members by the advisor and/or members and approved by the council.

SECTION IV


All elected or appointed officers, representatives and at-large members shall obtain membership according to the rules established in this constitution and must maintain eligibility at the end of each grading period. Progress reports or formal report cards will determine the end of a grading period when assessing eligibility.


Any officer or member who fails to maintain eligibility will be allowed 1 grading period of probation to bring grades back into good standing. If after 1 period of probation, a member regains eligibility, he/she will be reinstated as a member in “good standing.”  If after 1 period of probation, a member fails to regain eligibility, he/she will be removed from membership. Any member on probation for grades is allowed (at the discretion of the advisor) to participate in Student Council activities during their probationary period so as not to place undue burden on the other members.
SECTION V


At-large members must earn a minimum of 10 service hours to be considered for membership. Service hours are equivalent to 1hour of service at school or in the community.  (Example:  working concessions at sports events, operating school store, helping teachers with tasks such as rearranging desks, or moving books, etc.) Service for earning merit points must be approved by advisor and may not be doubled up from another organization.
ARTICLE V - DUTIES OF OFFICERS AND REPRESENTATIVES

SECTION I 

The President shall:

1. Preside over all Student Council meetings.

2. Help develop goals for the school year with advisor, principal, others officers, students and council members.

3. Work with advisor and other officers to plan and forecast activities for the school year.

4. Work with advisor and other officers to plan agenda for each council meeting.

5. Guide evaluation of completed council projects.

6. Report to and consult with the advisor and principal on all council proposals.

7. Represent Student Council in the school, church and community. 

8. Serve as a role model of good behavior and moral virtue for all students.

SECTION II

The Vice President shall:

1. Serve as official replacement of the president should the president be unable to fulfill his/her duties or be unable to attend a meeting.

2. Serve as chairman of the Service Committee.

3. Assist the president and other officers in planning and forecasting yearly activities.

4. Assist the president and other officers in preparation of meeting agendas.

5. Serve as a member of the Executive Committee.

6. Serve as a role model of good behavior and moral virtue for all students.

SECTION III

The Secretary shall:

1. Maintain minutes of all Student Council meetings and executive board meetings.

2. Record attendance at both Student Council meetings and executive board meetings.

3. File copies of minutes for availability of future student councils.

4. Assume responsibility for records and correspondence on all Student Council matters.

5. Serve as a role model of good behavior and moral virtue for all students.

SECTION IV

The Treasurer shall:

1. Keep financial records of all Student Council income and expenditures.

2. Provide the council with accurate financial reports at each meeting.

3. Submit copies of all financial reports to the Secretary.

4. Serve as a member of the Ways and Means committee.

5. Serve as a role model of good behavior and moral virtue for all students.

SECTION V

The Parliamentarian shall:

1. See that all meetings of the council are conducted according to proper parliamentary procedure

2. See that all meetings follow the prepared agenda.

3. Maintain order during council meetings and assess fines accordingly.

4. Serve as a role model of good behavior and moral virtue for all students.

SECTION VI

The Historian shall:

1.  Be responsible for taking pictures at all student council activities.

2.  Be responsible for the student council scrapbook

3.  Complete the student council scrapbook before the next school year.

4.  Be responsible for compiling and formatting the student council section for the yearbook.

5.  Serve as a role model of good behavior and moral virtue for all students.
SECTION VII

The Member shall:

1. Participate in all planned student council activities.

2. Represent the body of the homeroom.

3. Notify homeroom students of activities such as fund raisers, dances, etc.

4. Provide information about student council activities such as costs, times, locations, etc.

5.  Serve as a role model of good behavior and moral virtue for all students.
ARTICLE VI - ELECTIONS

SECTION I - SCHEDULING


Elections for offices shall take place during the 4th 9-week grading period prior to the annual school year in which officers are to serve.

SECTION II
-  PERMISSION AND APPROVAL


Candidates for office must submit a parental permission form and letter of intent prior to the election. When sponsor and principal approve candidate, the candidate’s name will be placed on the ballot. 

SECTION III - SPEECHES

Each candidate must submit a campaign speech to the council sponsor for approval at least three (3) days before the speech is to be delivered. Once approved, speeches may not be changed. Any candidate delivering a speech different than the one approved may be removed from the ballot at the discretion of the advisor and/or principal.  

SECTION IV - CAMPAIGN PROPAGANDA

Candidates will be allowed two (2) campaign signs made of poster board or illustration board. Each one may not be larger than a standard project board similar to those used in science fair. Candidates will be allowed to display signs in the cafeteria and in the main hallway of the school. They may rotate the locations of the signs but may not have more than two (2) displayed at any given time. Candidates are not allowed to post signs in classrooms. Signs must contain information about the candidate only and shall not contain photos or endorsements of fellow students.  Signs may not contain suggestive or immoral themes and slogans may not use the word “Don’t”. There will be no campaign managers. All signs must be submitted for approval by advisor before they can be hung.

Candidates will be allowed to distribute campaign tags. Only students eligible to vote (5th, 6th, & 7th grades) may wear tags. Tags may be distributed by the candidate only. Tags can be made up of paper and ribbon, etc. but may not contain candy, money or anything that is of any soluble value. Tags must be designed to be fastened with double stick tape or as removable stickers. Straight pins or safety pins will not be allowed. Tags may be worn on clothing, or displayed on backpacks but may not be posted in classrooms, hallways, and rest rooms or on lockers. Teachers will not wear any tags. Advisor must approve all tags before distribution. 

Candidates will be allowed to have a campaign web site. Web sites must follow all rules above and be approved by advisor before they are launched. They may not contain links to any other sites. 

All campaign propaganda must be removed no later than 1 day after the election is complete. Any candidate not following campaign rules may be removed from the ballot at the discretion of the advisor or principal.

SECTION V - REPRESENTATIVES

 Elections of homeroom representatives shall be held after second week of the school year in which they are to serve their term of office. 

ARTICLE VII - MEETINGS

SECTION I:


The student Council shall meet no more than two (2) times a month on days chosen by the advisor.

SECTION II:

Special meetings can be called by the president, the executive committee, and advisor, the principal, or by written request of ten (10) members. The purpose of the meeting shall be stated in the request. No previous notice is necessary if it is held during school.  If held after school, at least one day’s notice is required.

SECTION III  :


All members and officers in good standing may vote. 

SECTION VI  :


A majority of the membership shall constitute a quorum.

SECTION V  : 


Student council meetings shall be conducted according to Robert’s Rules of Order.

SECTION VI  :


The executive committee must post or distribute a written agenda the day of each meeting.

ARTICLE VIII - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

SECTION I:


The executive committee shall be composed of the elected officers, committee chairmen, and council advisor.

SECTION II:


The executive committee shall meet at least one (1) day prior to the regularly scheduled Student Council meeting and plan an agenda, which is to be distributed to the members at the meeting.

SECTION III:


The secretary is responsible for taking minutes of executive committee meetings and reading them at regular council meetings.

SECTION VI:


The executive committee may recommend proposals for council that must be approved by the council’s majority.

ARTICLE IX  - COMMITTEES

SECTION I: 


There shall be the following standing committees in Student Council: Service & Spirit, Ways and Means, and Public Relations.  

SECTION II


The council advisor shall assign (preferences considered) membership of committees.  Membership in each of the Service & Spirit and Ways & Means  committees shall be made of one half of the council membership.

SECTION III


The President shall be a member of all committees.

SECTION IV


The advisor and President of student council shall appoint the chairman of each committee.

SECTION V


Each committee chairman must keep a written report of all committee activities in a committee folder. A copy of each report should be filed with the council secretary. The chairmen are responsible for giving committee reports periodically at regular council meetings.

ARTICLE X – DUTIES OF COMMITTEES

SECTION I:


The Service & Spirit committee shall plan, coordinate, and evaluate all service projects and projects that promote school spirit and encourage student involvement and school pride at school and in the community.  (Among these are Red Ribbon week, etc.)

SECTION II:


The Ways & Means committee shall plan, coordinate and evaluate all fund raising projects. (Concessions at sports events, etc.)

SECTION III:


The Public Relations Committee shall plan, coordinate, and evaluate all projects that serve to inform our school community about the work of the Student Council in order to gain support and encourage interest in council activities.

ARTICLE XII – AMENDMENT OF BYLAWS

SECTION I:


These bylaws can be amended by a proposal of 2/3 of the members of council or by a petition from two-thirds of the homerooms.

SECTION II:


A hand count must be taken in homerooms within one week after the council meeting as to the adoption or rejection of an amendment. A majority of the students must approve the amendment.

SECTION III 


Representatives must bring a count of their homeroom vote, written in ink and signed by the homeroom teacher, to the advisor, the morning of the vote. The executive committee shall count and tabulate all homeroom votes.

SECTION IV 


All Amendments to the bylaws are subject to review by the student council advisor and Principal before they are presented to the council.

ARTICLE XI – ADMINISTRATIVE RELATIONSHIP

SECTION I 


The principal shall appoint a sponsor to aid the Student Council in its activities and projects.

SECTION II


All actions are subject to the veto of the principal.
