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The Wisconsin legislature passed a law in 1999 requiring parents to write down a plan for how they would handle the many issues in co-parenting that can cause arguments and even lawsuits.  This is called a Parenting Plan.


Creating a parenting plan is not only a good idea legally, but also a good idea for parenting and child development.  The Parenting Plan itself reduces the potential for future disagreements, and completing it can provide co-parents with practice in problem solving.


The state provides a free form you may use.  The form should also be available from the offices of the clerk of court or circuit judge, the child support agency, the family court mediator, and  the family court commissioner’s office.   Most local attorneys will also have copies of the form.  Using this exact form is not required, but the essential issues (numbered (a) to (n) below) should be covered in any plan.


The law requires the form to be filed with the court no later than the pretrial conference.  In divorce cases, the Parenting Plan must be filed at the pretrial/scheduling conference date.  In Paternity cases, it must be filed by the time of the hearing that will formally adjudicate the paternity of the father.  If a parent does not file a Parenting Plan, they lose the right to contest or argue against any plan filed by the other parent.

Not every couple needs to fill out a Parenting Plan.  If you and the other parent have already worked out a solution to the issues of child custody, placement, support, and the other issues covered by the Parenting Plan, it is not necessary to complete the form.  Your agreement takes the place of the Parenting Plan.  A Parenting Plan is needed when the parents are unable to agree and the judge has to decide. 

This summary was based on a brief and clear article by Gary L. Carlson, Circuit Court Judge of Taylor County, which is available at the website of a non--profit group:  http://www.wisconsinfathers.org/whyparentingplans.htm 

Details:
1999 WISCONSIN ACT 9 created the following new requirements, for all contested child custody and physical placement actions filed after May 1, 2000.

767.24 (1m) PARENTING PLAN. In an action for annulment, divorce or legal separation, an action to determine paternity or an action under s. 767.02 (1) (e) or 767.62 (3) in which legal custody or physical placement is contested, a party seeking sole or joint legal custody or periods of physical placement shall file a parenting plan with the court before any pretrial conference. Except for cause shown, a party required to file a parenting plan under this subsection who does not timely file a parenting plan waives the right to object to the other party’s parenting plan.

The Act established the following requirements for a parenting plan.

767.24 (1m) ...... A parenting plan shall provide information about the following questions:
(a) What legal custody or physical placement the parent is seeking.
(b) Where the parent lives currently and where the parent intends to live during the next 2 years. *
(c) Where the parent works and the hours of employment. **
(d) Who will provide any necessary child care when the parent cannot and who will pay for the child care.
(e) Where the child will go to school.
(f) What doctor or health care facility will provide medical care for the child.
(g) How the child’s medical expenses will be paid.
(h) What the child’s religious commitment will be, if any.
(i) Who will make decisions about the child’s education, medical care, choice of child care providers and extracurricular activities.
(j) How the holidays will be divided.
(k) What the child’s summer schedule will be.
(l) Whether and how the child will be able to contact the other parent when the child has physical placement with the parent providing the parenting plan.

(m) How the parent proposes to resolve disagreements related to matters over which the court orders joint decision making.
(n) What child support, family support, maintenance or other income transfer there will be.






