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PSYC 260/370 The Narrative Perspective in Psychology

Classroom: JC 370

Syllabus

Instructors:
Mr. Bamberg [mbamberg@clarku.edu]



Mr. Hevern (Visiting) [hevern@lemoyne.edu]

Office Hours:
Mr. Bamberg Tu & Th 9:30-10:15 am (Jonas Clark Hall 316)



Mr. Hevern Mo & We 3:00-5:00 am (Jonas Clark Hall 320)

Course Online Site: http://www.storiedconduct.com/Clark/index.htm

Catalog Course Description

Employing a pro-seminar format, this course examines the emergence of narrative or story construction as an increasingly influential and integrating paradigm within psychology and allied social sciences. Topics will include the conceptual foundations of the narrative perspective in a broad historical & thematic review and contemporary understandings of narrative including methods of analysis, autobiographical memory, self-narrative, and identity development. Finally, students will research a topic of their own choosing in which narrative serves as a basic analytic or organizing principle.  

Course Objectives

At the end of this course, a student should be able to

1. 
Describe broadly the historical and conceptual foundations of the turn toward narrative within contemporary psychology;

2. 
Discuss how contemporary psychology employs narrative concepts and research approaches as tools by which to understand human conduct;

3.
Discuss contemporary understandings of the self and ways in which personal identity is negotiated and constructed as a narrative project; and,

4.
Apply the narrative perspective as an analytic approach in appreciating at least one major area of interest within psychology or its allied social sciences.

Texts

There is currently no single text that surveys the topics under review in this course in an integrative fashion. Hence, we will employ various journal articles, chapters, and primary-source readings for class preparation and review. All assigned readings will be put on reserve in the library, distributed in class, or be found at Internet-based resource sites. We will also make available an extensive set of notes on the major topics of this course to provide students with an additional framework to guide their reading.

Please see the attached preliminary schedule to see the specific readings that will be used in this course.

Course Activities and Grading

Grades in this course will be determined as a weighted average calculated from performance on the following criteria:

1. Mid-Term Exam (= 30 points)

2. In-class participation & activities (= 30 points)

3. Student Presentation (In class = 10 points & final written form = 30 points)

As the course evolves and possibilities arise, we reserve the right to alter or change in a reasonable fashion any individual criterion or weight in light of the experience of the course itself. Any changes would apply to the entire class, not to an individual.

Mid-Term Test

One examination will be conducted after roughly the first half of the course has been completed. This examination will be in the form of a take-home examination and will involve student's completing a set of essays to be submitted in printed form.

In-Class Participation

What do we mean by participation? Students demonstrate participation in ways such as the following:

• 
regular attendance in class; 

• 
giving attention to the instructors and/or  other students when they are making a presentation; 

• 
coming to class prepared (having read the assignment for the day); 

• 
contributing to in-class discussion; 

• 
engaging in group discussions with attention  and energy; 

• 
asking questions of the instructors and/or other students regarding the material examined in that class; 

• 
providing examples to support or challenge the issues talked about in class; 

• 
making comments, raising objections, or giving observations about topics in the course, particularly  those which tie in the classroom material to "real world"  problems, link current with past topics, or otherwise try to integrate the content of the course; 

• 
dealing with other students and/or the  instructors in a respectful fashion. 

This course follows what is sometimes called a “pro-seminar” format. This means that at the beginning of the course the instructors will take the lead in reviewing materials and providing structure for in-class discussions. However, as we move toward the second half of the term – and particularly when students make your own presentations – we expect that it will be the students who will carry the primary weight of class activity. We can not recall ever penalizing students for incorrect or even silly answers which were volunteered (we’ve made some ourselves over the years). Hence we encourage all the members of this course to join in the discussions. Note that all students begin with an average class participation mark of C+. You must demonstrate some of the more active behaviors listed above (besides class attendance) to raise that grade.
Seminar Presentation

In the second half of the course, we will move toward a full seminar format. During those classes, each student will make an individual presentation that will use a full or partial class period.

For Senior undergraduates, this is a capstone course and we hope you will use this opportunity to explore a topic or an issue that excites you or that you want to know a lot more about. We have listed below some possible topics for your presentation. These are not the only topics you can study. You may suggest a topic that is not on that list but which relates to the narrative perspective in psychology. Indeed, we encourage you to think about a topic that you would find meaningful and motivate you to investigate.

You will carry out a research project about this topic and present a summary of your work to the class for its understanding, questions, and analysis. There are classes at the end of the course have been reserved for student seminar presentations. Each student will be expected to use approximately 30 to 45 minutes for an overview of his or her research. This would include

• 
making a 15- to 20-minute presentation of material 

• 
handing out copies of her/his presentation in written summary form to the class 

• 
leading a discussion and answering questions by the members of the class or the instructors for 15-20 minutes

The form of your presentation can be varied.  You might use multimedia, the chalkboard, a planned discussion following a verbal report, or a demonstration and discussion of a particular issue in the narrative perspective. We expect that you will practice your presentation ahead of time and become thoroughly acquainted with what you hope to present.

Students are urged to decide upon their projects as soon as possible. Note the following deadlines for the preparation of the course presentation:

•
The last date for deciding and submitting the area of your project will be on Wednesday, September 14. Students who decide upon a topic earlier than this date are urged to submit the title to one of the instructors.

•
You will must submit an outline of at least two pages regarding your presentation by Wednesday, November 2 to either instructor.  They will review these to suggest possible additions or alternations in what you plan to present.

•
On Tuesday, Dec 13, you will be expected to submit your seminar presentation in the form of a paper prepared according to APA format by 5 PM. You must provide each instructor with a printed copy of your paper and email an electronic version of the paper as an attachment to both instructors as well.

Examples of Possible Topics for Narrative Seminar Presentation

• 
Anne Frank's Narrative and the Psychology  of Adolescent Development 

• 
Coming Out of the Closet: Life Narratives  of Lesbians and Gay Men 

• 
Gergen's "Saturated Self" as a Postmodern Theory of Personal Identity 

• 
Giving Narrative Voice to Women: Psychological Findings 

• 
Identity Development and Prejudice: Narratives of African-Americans 

• 
Learning to Tell A Story: Narrative Development in Infancy and Childhood 

• 
Legal Uses of Narratives: Influences on Juries' Decision Making 

• 
Narrative Competence of Learning-Disabled Students 

• 
Narratives of the Holocaust and Self-Psychology 

• 
Narrative Understanding of Medical Practice and Decision Making 

•
Neuropsychological Aspects of Narrative:  Competence After Brain Injury 

• 
Organizational Behavior and Narrative Approaches to Management 

• 
Personality Theory in the late 20th Century:  Narrative Contributions
· Psychobiography: Can We Actually Know an Individual Person’s Psychology? 
• 
Psychohistory: The Controversy over Reconstructing Individual Lives 

• 
Psychotherapy as a Narrative Rhetorical Art: Pros and Cons 

• 
Qualitative Approaches to Understanding Life Histories 

• 
Religious Conversion Experiences from a Psychological Perspective 

Course Grading Criteria

Students receiving letter grades will be evaluated according to the following norms. 

A = 
90-100 points (90%+) (A = “work of distinction, of exceptionally high quality”)
A- = 
89-88 points (88-89%)

B+ = 
83-89 points (83-87%) 

B = 
80-82 points (80-82%) (B = “good work, but not of distinction”)
B- =
78-79 points (78-79%) 

C+ = 
73-77 points (73-77%) 

C = 
70-72 points (70-72%) (C = “average work and satisfaction of University degree requirements)
C- = 
68-69 points (68-69%) 

D = 
63-67 points (63-67%) (D = “marginal work”)
F = 
Below 63 points (<  63%)

Graduate students taking this course on a Pass/Fail basis will be expected to achieve an overall grade equivalent of at least B- in order to receive a course grade of Pass.

Other Requirements and Guidelines

Class Attendance and Absences

You are expected to attend all classes in this course. Attendance in seminar-format courses constitutes an academic requirement. Because of different circumstances and demands on time, however, students are permitted to be absent for up to 3 classes without academic penalty. Absences in excess of 3 classes (without a serious and compelling reason in the eyes of the instructors) will result in a loss of up to one grade level from the student's course grade for each class missed  (e.g., B+ becomes a B).

Permitted absence from class does not excuse a student from any assignments given in that class nor from the responsibility to learn all materials covered or discussed in the missed class. You should also be sure to maintain your reading assignments concurrently with the class for which such assignments are due.

Two further points deserve your attention in particular:

(1) Issues of Cheating and Plagiarism
Cheating and lying are unacceptable for students at any university. The "Ethical Principles of Psychologists and Code of Conduct" (especially General Principle C [Integrity] and Ethical Standard 8.11 [Plagiarism]; APA, 2002; found online at <http://www.apa.org/ethics/ code2002.html>) remind you of the importance of honesty in psychology. Plagiarism or cheating in any form is simply unacceptable.

Recall that plagiarism involves the submission of any thoughts or formulations of other people without their being cited or given credit for those thoughts or formulations.  For this reason,

• 
You must put quote marks (" ") around any direct quotation of another person's writings and cite the source and page number in APA format. 

• 
You must cite the source for any thoughts or, even, for formulations which you have "changed into your own words" in APA format.

Good scholarly practice requires that you maintain notes and/or photocopies of all materials used to prepare a paper. If we were to raise a question about the source of any materials in your seminar paper presentation, you should be prepared to show us your primary research notes and/or photocopies of the material(s) you used in your paper. If we have a question about your final paper, we reserve the right to ask to see your notes and to discuss the paper anytime until the final course grades are submitted after the final examination period.

 (2) Confidentiality and Sensitive Matters
It is possible that we may discuss materials in class that elicit autobiographical statements of some depth and sensitivity. You are responsible for maintaining the confidentiality of classroom matters that involve another student who speaks about any personal experience or difficulty (unless that student openly gives you permission to break the confidence).

Extra Credit

No "extra credit" projects are accepted in this course.

Disabilities

Students with either a physical or other disability requiring accommodations in the presentation of course materials or in testing, etc. should identify themselves to the instructors personally as soon as possible in the course. Clark University and its faculty are committed to providing such students with all accommodations consistent with the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

PSYC 260/370 

Bamberg/Hevern

Fall, 2005 Semester

Schedule of Classes & Readings

Week 1
Aug 25
Orientation, Introduction

Week 2
Aug 29, 31
The Human Person as Storied: Introductory Notes; Research




Resources

Week 3
Sep 7 
The West: Narrative Foundations in the Classical & Medieval Eras

· Aristotle’s Poetics [Online]
· McManus, B. (1999). Aristotle’s theory of tragedy. [Online]

· O’Donnell, J. J. (1985). Introduction to Augustine’s Confessions [Online]

Week 4
Sep 12, 14
The Rise of Modernity, 19th Century & the Ways of Knowing




Paper topic by Sep 14

· Wozniak, R. (1992). Mind and body: René Descartes to William James. [Online]

· Cahan, E. D., & White,  S. H. (1992). Proposals for a second psychology. American  Psychologist, 47(2), 224-235.

· Wundt, Wilhelm. (1916). Preface and Introduction. Elements  of folk psychology: Outlines of a psychological history of the  development of mankind (Edward L. Schaub, Transl). London:  Allan & Unwin. [Online]

· Submit topic for student presentation: Due: Sep 14

Week 5
Sep 19, 21
James & Freud 

· Robert H. Wozniak's (1999) Introduction to James (1890) Principles  of Psychology [Online]

· James, W. (1890). Consciousness of self. (Ch. 10). Principles of psychology. 

· Van Wyhe, J. (2004). Victorian science (selected topics). Victorian Web. [Online]
Week 6
Sep 26, 28
Psychological Research: The Standard Model & Its Dissenters,




1920-1970

· Allport,  G. W. (1940). The psychologist's frame of reference. Psychological Bulletin, 37, 1-28.

· Danziger, K. (1985). The origins of the psychological experiment as a social institution. American Psychologist 40, 133-140. 

· Jastrow, J. (1935). Has  psychology failed? American Scholar, 4, 261-269.

· Mead, George H. (1913). The social self. Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scientific Methods, 10, 374- 380.
· Titchener, E. B. (1898b). A psychological laboratory. Mind, 7, 311-331.
Week 7
Oct 3, 5
Dramaturgy; Sarbin & Social Role Theory

· Hevern, V. W. (1999). Narrative, believed-in imaginings, and psychology's methods: An interview  with Theodore R. Sarbin. Teaching of Psychology, 26,  300-304.

· Jay, A. (1997). Burke, Kenneth. In M. Groden, & M. Kreiswirth (Eds.), The  Johns Hopkins guide to literary theory & criticism. [Online] 

· Sarbin, T. R. (1986). The narrative as root metaphor for psychology. In T. R. Sarbin (Ed.), Narrative psychology: The storied nature of human conduct (pp. 3-21).  New York: Praeger.
Week 8
Oct 12
Bruner & Cognitive Theory; Mid-Term Exam

· Bruner, J. S. (1986). Paradigmatic and Narrative Modes of Thought. Actual minds, possible worlds. Cambridge, MA: Harvard University Press
Week 9
Oct 17, 19
Typologies of Literary Analysis & Form I
· Abbott, H. P. (2002): The Cambridge introduction to narrative (pp. 1-75). New York: Cambridge University Press.

· Labov, W., & Waletzky, J. (1967). Narrative analysis: Oral versions of personal experience. In J. Helm (Ed.), Essays on the verbal and visual arts (pp. 12-44). Seattle, WA: American Ethnological Society (University of Washington Press, distributor).
Week 10
Oct 24, 26
Typologies II

· Bamberg, M. (Ed.) (1997). [Introductions to Chapters 1-6] Narrative development (pp. vii-xiv, 1-4, 45-49, 85-88, 133-136, 175-178, 217-221). Mahwah, NJ: Lawrence Erlbaum.

· Herman, D. (2003). Introduction. Narrative theory and the cognitive sciences (pp. 1-30). Chicago: University of Chicago Press.

· Mid-Term Take-Home Exam: Distributed Oct 26; Due: Nov 04

Week 11
Oct 31, Nov 2
Autobiography & the Self. 

· (Tentatively: Guest lecture by/discussion with Prof. Mark Freeman.)
· Freeman, M. (2001). From substance to story: Narrative, identity, and the reconstruction of the self. In Brockmeier, J., & Carbaugh, H. (Eds.), Narratives and identity: Studies in autobiography, self, and culture (pp. 283-298). Amsterdam, the Netherlands: John Benjamins. 
· Two-page outline of presentation: Due: Nov 2

Week 12
Nov 7, 9
Identity & Narrative

· TBD

Week 13
Nov 14, 16
Memory†; Student Presentations I 

· Blagov, P. A., & Singer, J. A. (2004). Four dimensions of self-defining memories (specificity, meaning, content, and affect) and their relationships to self-restraint, distress, and repressive defensiveness. Journal of Personality, 72, 481-511†
· Singer, J.  A. (2004). A love story: Self-defining memories in couples therapy.  In A. Lieblich, D. P. McAdams, & R. Josselson (Eds), Healing  plots: The narrative basis of psychotherapy (pp. 189-208).  Washington, DC: American Psychological Association. †
Week 14
Nov 21
Student Presentations II 
Week 15
Nov 28, 30
Student Presentations III, IV*
Week 16
Dec 5, 7
Student Presentations V, VI*

* If the seminar completes student presentations early or we find that there are un-scheduled classes, we will suggest some additional, perhaps off-beat topics to look at, for example, issues in film/cinema and the narrative perspective immediately suggest themselves to us. Students may also have suggestions which we will be happy to entertain.

· Presentation Paper Due to Instructors on Tuesday, December 13 by 5 PM.

