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SENIOR PROJECT PROPOSAL

Due:  January 26, draft to your reader

February 2, revised proposal to instructor

One of the first steps in completing a successful senior project is writing a thorough and precise proposal.  Your proposal has two primary purposes.  The first is to describe to the instructor of the course (and eventually your project advisers) what you propose to do for your project.  This written description enables the instructor to give you comments on whether the proposed topic is suitable as a senior project and to give you advice on the proposed content of the project.  The second purpose is to lead you through a careful exploration of what your project will entail and how you intend to execute it.  It will serve as your guide for completing the project over the next 19 weeks.

You have two weeks to complete your proposal.  You should submit a draft of your proposal to your reader by January 26 and incorporate his/her suggestions, where appropriate, into your proposal. A revised proposal should be submitted to the instructor on Feb. 2.  I will provide you with comments and it is possible that a second submission will be required.  A presentation of your proposal will be made to your classmates on February 2, 9, 16 or March 2.  Those of you with social security numbers ending in an odd number should be prepared to present on February 2 or 9.  If your social security number ends in an even number, you will present on February 16 or March 12.  These presentations should be brief -- approximately 5 minutes.  The intent of the presentations is to have you verbally articulate your proposal (if you can explain it clearly in a brief period, it is likely that you understand what it is you are trying to accomplish) and to allow your classmates an opportunity to hear what you will be doing and to provide comments.  Everyone in the class should attend the presentations and provide feedback to your classmates.

The following outline should guide your proposal writing.  The headings should be repeated in your proposal in the same order.


I.
Introduction



A.
The Statement of Purpose



B.
Questions, Objectives, or Hypotheses



C.
Delimitations and Limitations



D.
Definitions



E.
Significance of the Study


II.
Methodology



A.
Project Approach



B.
Data Collection and Recording Procedures



C.
Data Analysis



D.
Verification of Results


III.
Expected Results


IV.
Outline of the Final Document


V.
Bibliography

The introduction of the proposal should get right to the point.  Do not make the reader ponder through paragraphs before learning what it is you propose to do.  Once you have given the "grand tour question" follow with your sub-questions, objectives or hypotheses.  Organize this material carefully and provide the reader with the information they need to understand your project.  Do not assume the reader will know you are planning to do something if you haven't told them you are.  (See Creswell, chapters 3, 4, and 5.)

The delimitations and limitations further define your project.  Delimitations should describe how your study will be narrowed in scope.  For example:  "This study will not include the preparation of construction documents."  Limitations should describe the potential weaknesses of the study.  For example:  "Behavior observations conducted during this study will not include observations during summer months when other activities are likely."  (See Creswell, chapter 7.)

The definitions section should be used to explain terms that you use in your study.  Your reader needs to understand the context in which the words are being used or any restricted meaning that you may be giving them.  (See Creswell, chapter 7.)

In writing the significance of the project section, you should consider three or four reasons your study adds to the research, understanding, or practice of landscape architecture.  (See Creswell, pp.  111-112.)

The methodology section of your paper will be one of the most carefully examined.  You should have a clear idea of the type of project you are proposing (qualitative, quantitative) and explain your approach.  Even if you are proposing a "design project," this section will be important to explain to the reader the method you will undertake to achieve your product.  You should discuss the types of data (information) you will be seeking, how you will obtain it, and how you will record it.  Next you will need to explain what you intend to do with this information -- how will you analyses it and how do you intend to verify your results.  (See Creswell, pp. 157-159.)

The expected results section should be written honestly and objectively.  Do not overstate your case.  Along with any theoretical application your project may contribute to landscape architecture, you should state any physical products (such as a master plan, a video tape, an article) your project will have.

The outline of the final document is your first attempt to outline the document you will submit in June.  Understanding what your final document should include will help you to produce the appropriate materials.  You should examine your notes from your review of previous senior projects as well as examine the table of contents of other projects to aid you in developing your outline.

The bibliography is your reference list -- where you will be looking to get additional information to complete your project.  You should include any materials including planning documents, interviews, and books which you intent to consult during your project.  It is expected that this bibliography will expand during your research efforts, but it should have a strong start in your proposal.  You should use complete citations in the following formats.

Articles:  authors (last name, initials), year, article title, journal title, volume number, page numbers.


example:
Owens, P.E.  1994.  Teen Places in Sunshine, Australia:  Then and Now.  Children's Environments, 11(4), 292-299.

Books:  authors (last name, initials), year, title, place of publication, publisher.


example:
Creswell, J.W.  1994.  Qualitative and Quantitative Approaches.  Thousand Oaks, CA:  Sage Publications.

Chapters in books:  authors (last name, initials), year, chapter title, editor, book title, page numbers, place of publication, publisher.


example
Ladd, F.C.  1978.  City kids in the absence of . . . In R. Kaplan & S. Kaplan (Eds.), Humanscape:  Environments for people.  (pp.77-81).  North Scituate, MA:  Duxbury Press.

Your proposal should also include the following information.

The project title

Your name

The words "Landscape Architecture Senior Project Proposal - LDA 193A"

The date (month/date/year)

Page numbers

