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[bookmark: _2gazcsgmxkub]Student Research Proposal for Masters

[bookmark: _qirk6meqd8xf]Title
Exploring the Impact of Digital Transformation on Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) in [Region]
[bookmark: _umjxn2lu33d]Abstract
A brief summary of the research, including the main research question, methodology, expected results, and significance. This summary should provide a snapshot of the entire proposal in about 250-300 words.
[bookmark: _5of37wjucyxe]Introduction
· Background: Discuss the rise of digital technologies and their penetration into the business sector, emphasizing the shift seen in SMEs.
· Significance: Explain the importance of studying digital transformation within SMEs, particularly in the specified region.
· Research Problem: Define the specific problem or challenge that the research aims to address.
· Research Objectives: List the objectives or goals the research aims to achieve. For example, to identify the key factors driving digital transformation in SMEs, and to evaluate the impact of digital transformation on their operational efficiency.
· Research Questions:
· What are the main drivers of digital transformation in SMEs in [Region]?
· How does digital transformation affect the operational efficiency of SMEs?
[bookmark: _brryafe7nld6]Literature Review
· Theoretical Framework: Introduce and discuss the theories and models that underpin digital transformation in businesses.
· Review of Related Literature: Analyze previous studies on digital transformation, highlighting findings relevant to SMEs, and noting gaps that your research will address.
[bookmark: _yjnsjs9vruny]Methodology
· Research Design: Describe the research approach (qualitative, quantitative, or mixed-methods) and justify the choice.
· Data Collection: Specify the methods for data collection (e.g., surveys, interviews, case studies).
· Sample: Detail the sampling process, including how participants will be selected, the size of the sample, and the rationale for these choices.
· Data Analysis: Describe how the data will be analyzed. For quantitative studies, specify the statistical tools and techniques. For qualitative studies, outline the coding and thematic analysis process.
[bookmark: _dt7z6y6cpjj]Ethical Considerations
· Ethics Approval: Outline the process for obtaining ethics approval from your institution.
· Consent: Describe how consent will be obtained from participants.
· Confidentiality: Explain measures to ensure confidentiality and data protection.
[bookmark: _gqu9ujcaxtv]Expected Results
· Preliminary Findings: Discuss what you expect to find based on your literature review and research objectives.
· Impact of the Research: Explain how your research can contribute to academic knowledge and practical applications in the field of digital transformation.
[bookmark: _lrp4o2f7ey9f]Timeline
Provide a month-by-month timeline for completing the research, from the initial literature review and data collection to the final presentation of your thesis.
[bookmark: _8cd5myt4xr6z]Budget
Outline a budget that covers all necessary expenses, including travel for field research, software for data analysis, and any other resources.
[bookmark: _p5obq49pud6y]References
List all sources cited in your proposal in an appropriate academic format.
[bookmark: _plqdsc8x6fo7]Appendices
Include any supplementary material that supports your proposal, such as questionnaires, interview guides, or additional data.
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