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Brief Statement describing interest in NHSN Membership and the extent of experience in conducting Hispanic drug abuse research. 
Maria A. Cruz received her PhD in Public Health in Health Services and Health Law from the Boston University in May 2002.  Her research interests include the role of ethnicity and environmental stressors on progression of drug use to abuse and addiction.  Her studies have focused on Hispanic immigrants to the eastern coast.  Her research is funded by NIDA through an RO1 mechanism entitled: Role of ethnicity on drug abuse.  Dr. Cruz has published several research articles in peer reviewed journals and has presented her work at several national and international scientific conferences.  Currently, Dr. Cruz is an Associate Professor at New York State University in the School of Public Health.  

