Name________________________________  Date____________________  Period_____

Group Members____________________________________________________________

Assigned Country__________________________________________________________
Cooperative Learning Activity Sheet:  Africa

Part 1 – Settling a New Civilization

You and your friends are going to be dropped off in a specific country in Africa.  You have a short time to find a place to settle down to start a civilization.   You and your group must choose wisely in order to survive.  This will give you and your group the opportunity to begin creating your own civilization.  Create as you please, as long as you follow the criteria provided below:

1.  Choosing a location:  In class we have discussed many different features/characteristics an area may have that people would look for before settling a new civilization.  List some of these features/characteristics in the space below.  Remember, a lot of people are counting on you to ensure their survival!
Using your resources, gather research on the country assigned to your group and complete the graphic organizer.  Based on your knowledge of what civilizations need to prosper and the information your group gathered, choose a specific location within the country that you think would be a good place to settle and write it on the line below.  

_____________________________________________________________________
In the space below, write 3-5 complete sentences to explain why this would be a good location to settle.   

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Part 2 – Discovering Culture

In order to more accurately map out and describe your civilization, first research the location.   Using resources, research the physical geography, climate and vegetation, natural resources, economy, and culture of the country.  Here are some possible aspects of culture you could research, but feel free to add more:

	physical features

	climate and vegetation

	natural resources



	possible jobs/job specialization (economy)

	housing (For example: What do they look like? What are they made of?)


	food

	family structure and roles within the family


	clothing


	holidays
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Part 3 – Designing a Civilization   
Okay, so you’ve chosen what you think would be a great place to settle down and start your own civilization.  Now it’s time to set up your civilization and design the perfect setup for your future home.  Feel free to be creative, as long as you are logical, practical, and follow the guidelines below:  

1. Create a Civilization Map:  First, use the graphic organizer to plan out your map.  Then, on a large piece of paper you will draw a map of your civilization.  Here is a checklist (so check as you go() of things that should be included:

_____  Elevation ( can include hills, plateaus, mountains, etc…)

_____  Rivers (can include the source, mouth, delta, cataracts, etc…)

_____  Lakes



_____  Natural Resources

_____  Vegetation



_____  Farms and Animals


_____  Shops/Businesses

_____  Houses




_____  Roads

______Compass Rose                          ______ Map Key
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Part 4 –Justifying Your Civilization

Great job!  If you are reading this right now it means that you have successfully created and designed your very own civilization.  Now comes the tough part (.  You will need to explain or justify, in complete sentences of course, why you made all of the choices that you chose.  Some questions that should be answered are listed below, but feel free to add any information that you believe necessary to justify your set-up. 
1.  Why did you choose to set up your civilization where you did?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
2.  What are some important features your civilization has?  How will they benefit your civilization?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
3.  What did you take into consideration when mapping out the layout of your civilization?  
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

4.  What dangers could your civilization face?  How are you and your people protected from these possible dangers?
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
5.  Use specific details to explain why your civilization will be successful. 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________________
     _____________________________________________________________________
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Part 5 – Learning About Other Civilizations
A lot of time has been spent developing your own civilization.  Now it’s time to learn about someone else’s.  You will be interviewing a panel of students, as a class, each of whom will have civilizations located in a different regions of Africa.  When it comes to interviewing though, the questions you develop can be very important to getting the most out of an experience.  The more unique and creative you are, the more successful you will be!  Take a few minutes now to brainstorm 3-5 questions you may want to interview other civilizations about.  
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Part 6 – Panels

Now it’s time to learn about other civilizations.  Listen closely to presentations, take notes, and feel free to ask questions.  You do not need to record all groups, but you need to make sure you have one from each region, north, east, west and southern and central (you don’t need to do your own region).  Don’t forget to record the region and country the civilizations were located in.  

	Region:
Country:

	Interview Notes:

	Region:

Country:

	Interview Notes:

	Region:

Country:

	Interview Notes:

	Region:

Country:

	Interview Notes:


Graphic Organizer: Map Planning Page
Name__________________________________________________ Date___________________________  Per_______
Civilizations of Africa Project Rubric

	
	4
	3
	2
	1

	Completion of Packets
	- all pages are complete

- directions are followed


	- most pages are complete

- most directions are followed


	 - some pages are complete

- some directions are followed
	- few pages complete or packet not handed in

- directions not followed



	Natural Features on Map
	- includes all vegetation and natural resources 

- includes several specific water sources

-includes many specific land features

- includes an accurate key


	- includes most vegetation and natural resources 

- includes most of the specific water sources

-includes most specific land features

- includes a mostly accurate key


	- includes some vegetation and natural resources 

- includes some of the water sources
-includes some specific land features

-includes a somewhat accurate key 
	- includes little or no vegetation and natural resources
-includes few of the water sources

- includes a few specific land features

- key is inaccurate or missing

	Civilization Setup on Map
	-includes many specific details, such as farms, homes, shops, roads, etc…
	-includes some specific details, such as farms, homes, shops, roads, etc…

 
	-includes few specific details, such as farms, homes, shops, roads, etc…
	- little or no required information included

	Map Presentation
	-is extremely neat, creative, and colorful
	- is mostly neat, creative, and colorful
	-is somewhat neat, creative, and colorful
	- little attention paid to neatness and creativity

	Panel Review and Interview

Questions
	- all questions are clearly written and answered

- clearly focused on topic


	- most questions are clearly written and answered

- mostly focused on topic


	-  some questions are clearly written and answered

- somewhat focused on topic
	-few questions clearly written and answered

-unclear focus on topic


	Justification/

Presentation

of

Civilizations
	- clearly justifies why specific areas were chosen

- can thoroughly explain civilization

-speaks clearly all of the time
-works cooperatively with the panel

-is a good listener


	- can mostly justify why specific areas were chosen

- can mostly explain civilization

-speaks clearly most of the time
- mostly works cooperatively with the panel

- is mostly a good listener


	- can somewhat justify why specific areas were chosen

- can somewhat explain civilization

-speaks clearly some of the time
-  somewhat works cooperatively with the panel

- is somewhat a good listener
	- cannot justify why specific areas were chosen

- cannot explain civilization

-does not answer questions

- does not work cooperatively with the panel

- is not a good listener



	Language Mechanics: spelling, punctuation, paragraphing, capitalization, grammar, and usage
	Writing demonstrates strong control of the conventions. There are few, if any, errors and none that interfere with comprehension.
	Writing demonstrates satisfactory control of the conventions. There are some errors, but they do not interfere with comprehension.
	Writing demonstrates partial control of the conventions. It contains errors that may somewhat interfere with readability but does not substantially interfere with comprehension.
	Writing demonstrates limited control of the conventions. There are errors that interfere somewhat with readability and comprehension.


