JUMP START - Description of CSI and COMPASS

Section 3 — Assessment

A.

B.

ACT-COMPASS

COMPASS, a computer-based, adaptive assessment created by ACT, is given to
incoming freshmen to assess student preparedness for college-level work. The
COMPASS includes multiple-choice components in reading, math, and writing, along
with a written essay.

Designated Academic Learning Center staff maintain assessment data and access the
results.

COMPASS has been administered to new students associated with the Jump Start and
Student Support Services Programs since Fall 2000. Starting with the students who took
the assessment in the fall of 2005, data have been collected in order to run correlations
among ACT/SAT scores, COMPASS scores, first and second semester GPA, and grades
earned in specific courses (620:002; 620:005; 680:021; 680:022; 680:023; 800:004;
800:023; 800:072) in the first two semesters at UNI. The purpose is to determine
whether course placements based on these variables were appropriate.



Section 3 — Assessment

A. College Student Inventory (CSI)

B. The College Student Inventory is a Retention Management System product of the Noel-
Levitz organization designed to assist post-secondary enrollment and retention staff in
understanding the non-cognitive factors impacting incoming students. This self-
assessment inventory identifies the strengths and needs of the incoming students and
provides students with early feedback on their personal preparedness for the transition to
UNI. Motivational assessments of the CSI include Academic Motivation, Social
Motivation, General Coping, and Receptivity to Support Services.

C. The CSI is conducted on-line via a website created by Noel-Levitz. As the identified
Campus Coordinator, Kathy Peters has access for permission rights for viewing or
accessing student information in CSI.

D. The Academic Learning Center has purchased usernames/passwords from Noel-Levitz
and administered the College Student Inventory since Fall 2001 to new UNI students
involved in the Jump Start Program, Strategies for Academic Success, advisees in the
Academic Learning Center, and advisees in the Student Support Services Program.
Student reports are accessed only by the Campus Coordinator and distributed to the
student and the student’s program advisor. Advisors and students meet to discuss the
results and create an educational plan. The College Student Inventory is also used in
conjunction with the StrengthsQuest and COMPASS activities conducted with new
students.



