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Teaching Statement 

 

 My teaching goal is to facilitate students’ learning and enjoyment in the classroom. Prior to 

joining the PhD program, I had the opportunity to teach undergraduate managerial accounting 

and accounting theory in Singapore Management University. The size of each class is 

approximately 40 students, which facilitates classroom interaction. The task of teaching 

managerial accounting is challenging because that class is a required course for the 

undergraduate business major, and managerial accounting is certainly not attractive to business 

students who are pursuing future careers in human resource, marketing or finance. I managed 

this relatively lack of initial interest from the students by injecting lots of enthusiasm in my 

teaching and catering the course to their needs. I acknowledge that my students are unlikely to be 

future accountants in the future.  Therefore, I tailored my class to minimize the technical 

difficulty in the course and I focused on how cost accounting can be relevant to their future 

careers as business managers. Also, instead of training my students to be preparers of cost 

accounting information, I focused on teaching them to be effective users of cost accounting 

information. This teaching strategy helps to increase students’ interest in the class as they 

understand that a seemingly irrelevant subject can be helpful in their future managerial career. 

 

 As my age was not very different from my students at that time (I began teaching a year after 

I graduated from university), I was able to relate better to my students in my classroom teaching. 

At the end of my course, I managed to compensate for my relative lack of teaching experience by 

influencing students to take interest in the subject by making the course more relevant to them 

and spreading my passion for the class. 

 

 I had a very different teaching experience teaching in the Kellogg Executive MBA (EMBA) 

program during my PhD program. Unlike my previous students who are undergraduates, my 

students in the EMBA program are mostly senior executives. My primary task in the EMBA 

program is to provide review sessions for the students. My teaching philosophy remains the same: 

to facilitate students’ learning and enjoyment in the classroom. I recognize that my students are 

busy executives managing both work and study at the same time. As such, I tailored my tutorials 

to cover questions that reinforce the materials covered in the lectures. I also try to be as 

responsive as I can in answering their emails so that no student is left behind as the course 

progresses. Finally, I tried my best to create enthusiasm in my tutorials by telling jokes during 

my tutorials as I understand that these students had a long day of lecture before my class. Being 

sensitive to students’ need helps me to be an effective teaching assistant in the EMBA program. 

 

 I believe my diverse teaching experience will prepare me well for a successful academic 

career that excels both in teaching and research. Having taught a variety of classes (financial and 

managerial accounting) and audiences (undergraduate and executives), and having an effective 

teaching philosophy, I believe I possess the requirement to teach at all levels, both in the 

undergraduate and graduate programs.  

 


