SEWMG Business Meeting Minutes
Date March 12, 2014
Members Present:  31
Meeting was called to order by President, Diane Thieme at 9:30am. 
Prior Meeting Minutes for February 12, 2014 was presented by Secretary, Linda Ziebell with approval after removal of the last item in Announcements.
Treasurer’s Report for February 2014 was given by Lindy Pawlak and approved as read. 
Old Business

Committees
· Celebration/Graduation – Diane Thieme: 

· Celebration is tonight from 6:30 pm to 8:00 pm at the First Congregational Church – 1511 Church Street, Wauwatosa.
· Plant Sale – Ed Krause reported:
· 173 shrubs have been ordered, some Magnolias; 180 hostas have been ordered to improve the plant sale stock and broaden variety.  Both are purchased at a low cost to us.

· Trailer workday is scheduled for 3/31 at the storage facility, Carlin workday is 9am on 4/7, and pot-a-thons will begin after Easter.

· Credit cards won’t be used for payment this year, under further investigation.

· Garden Support – Ken Loeffel reported:
· The next meeting is today after the business meeting where the Garden Chair Forum will be finalized. 
· 9 gardens will be visited this year.  From 2012 thru 2014 all of the gardens will have been visited.

· Looking for a chair for the garden open house event for 2014.

· In-House Education  - Judy Williamson reported:
· Milwaukee City Green House Tour is 4/26, registration will be on the website the end of March.
· Sept is tentative – Roof Top Basics, Oct 21 is Herbs at Brookfield Library at 6:30, Nov is being worked on.
· Trips and Tours – no updates:
· Chicago Flower Show, Friday March 21, 2014.  
· Home Show – Diane reported for Faouzi:

· All shifts are full.
· Ed Kruase will be doing the display setup.
· Life Long Gardening – Kay Costello reported:
· Kay requested input regarding a request for mileage reimbursements for committee members traveling out of Milwaukee and Waukesha counties.  Group suggested a stipend to cover travel costs be paid to the driver from the requestor.  Committee should decide amount to be charged, group suggested 56 cents a mile.

· Group and committee members will be personal shoppers who can assist customers with plant knowledge, plant suggestions and easy care plant options at the plant sale.

· Next meeting is April 2nd at Linden Grove Health Care.

· Clothing – Bette Frangesch reported:
· Aprons have been purchased by the Plant Sale Committee for $383 and will be available for Art in Bloom (and other events).

· Presented color samples for fleece jackets to be approx $30 and T-shirts to be approx $15.

· They will be sending another request for orders via the list serv and level 2 training.

· Leftover size 2x t-shirts will go to the Plant Sale Committee and items not picked up will be used as door prizes.

· Sunshine – Judy Savage reported:
· Congratulated Betty Polcyn on her recent marriage.  Betty sent an email announcing her married name.

· WIGMA - John Hahn reported:
· Reviewed organization purpose – to support and provide guidelines which support UW Extension Horticulture for 50 local groups and 4,000 gardens around state.  For 2013, they focused on treasurer training.   

· There are 15 members who have 2 face to face meetings a year and monthly conference calls.  One face to face meeting is at the annual WIGMA Conference where local representatives are invited to attend.  

· Upcoming dates:

Annual WIGMA Conference 3/28-29, 2014 in Appleton, WI 

2016 Upper Midwest Conference (IA, IL, MN, WI) in Wisconsin Dells Area.
· Audit – Pat Adrian reported: 

· Reviewed 3 completed recommendations from last year’s audit.

· Presented this year’s 9 procedure recommendations.

· IT Committee – Ben Rucka reported: 
· Discussed list serv email issues.  Suggests having 2 lists which separate’s Roadrunner recipients into a separate list.  Continuing to work on the issue.
· Credit Card processing update; suggest using it at plant sale and other costs such as new members.
·  Outreach Committee – Ann Wied reported: 
· Looking for a chair and has 6 members signed up.
· Reviewed that the purpose of the committee is to recommend and document the   organization’s efforts to reach diverse groups.
· First meeting is on 3/24/14 at 10am at the Milwaukee Extension office.
New Business 
· Ann Wied, Horticulture Agent/Educator, reported:
· Volunteer Celebration has 100 people signed up.

· Discussed purpose of Child Abuse Training which is required by all MG Volunteers as its unknown when members will be interacting with children.  This is a state requirement through a Governor’s order.  September deadline for completion.

· Garden Tour Invitation
· Dan and Diane discussed the possibility of continuing education for attending the Sievert 
Gardens in Waukesha, Sat 7/26, 8-4pm which is a private shade garden tour that MG are invited to.  It’s not eligible for education hours.

· Thank You’s 
· Linda presented thank you's from the UW Foundation for $50 in Memory of Carla Magnus; Friends of Boerner for $1500 for public education programs and $3500 to the Garden Fund; and for participating the Greendale Garden Gazing Walk.

Announcement & Reminders:
· Next Meeting 4/09/14, 9:30 at Boerner Botanical Gardens, lower level.
· Sandy Manning – Newsletter deadline is 4/1.
Adjourned at 10:56am  
Respectfully submitted, Linda Ziebell, SEWMG secretary 
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