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STAFF MEETING MINUTES 
LANCASTER COUNTY BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS 

ZOOM MEETING 
VIEWING AVAILABLE VIA YOUTUBE AT: HTTPS://YOUTU.BE/VUJYHOMTFMG  

OR IN ROOM 112 OF THE COUNTY CITY BUILDING  
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21, 2021 

8:30 A.M. 
 

Commissioners Present: Rick Vest, Chair; Deb Schorr, Vice Chair; Roma Amundson, Sean Flowerday 
and Christa Yoakum 
 
Others Present: Dave Derbin, Chief Administrative Officer; Ann Ames, Deputy Chief Administrative 
Officer; and Leslie Brestel, County Clerk’s Office 
 
Advanced public notice of the meeting was posted on the County-City Building bulletin board, and the 
Lancaster County, Nebraska, website and emailed to media on January 20, 2021 and published in the 
Lincoln Journal Star print edition and website on January 20, 2021. 
 
The Chair noted the location of the Open Meetings Act and opened the meeting at 8:38 a.m.   
 
AGENDA ITEM 
 
1. APPROVAL OF STAFF MEETING MINUTES FOR JANUARY 14, 2021 

 
MOTION:  Yoakum moved and Flowerday seconded approval of the January 14, 2021 Staff Meeting 
minutes.  Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
2. LEGISLATIVE UPDATE PRIORITIES – Joe Kohout and Brennen Miller, Kissel, Kohout, ES 

Associates LLC 
 
Kohout reviewed the weekly report (Exhibit 1).  He noted Speaker Hilgers is expected to release a 
memo on how testimony at hearings is going to be received.  There are a series of precautions they 
are using to protect the public and legislature members from COVID-19.  The memo will restate the 
precautions and provision for how letters appearing on the record have to be received by the 
committee chairs.   
 
Kohout gave a reminder to department heads and elected officials to send the lobbyists an email if 
there is particular legislation that they would request be reviewed. 
 
Kohout noted LB271 (Adopt the 24/7 Sobriety Program Act) has been introduced but does not have a 
hearing date yet. 
 
Miller stated LB663 (Require the Nebraska Commission on Law Enforcement and Criminal Justice to 
create a mental health indicator in a criminal justice information system to alert emergency dispatch 
operators) had some small changes to the draft which should not impact the scope of the bill.  A 
hearing date has not been scheduled. 
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Regarding LB242 (Provide for county bridges under the Political Subdivisions Construction 
Alternatives Act), Kohout said the City of Lincoln has a similar bill.  He will request from the 
Government Committee that the bills be heard on the same day. 
 
Concerning LB73 (Direct a portion of the proceeds from the Nebraska Racetrack Gaming Act to 
county agricultural societies), Kohout reported the Lancaster Event Center (LEC) has retained their 
own lobbyists.  He had a call with the LEC lobbyists to discuss information flow between the lobbyist 
teams. 
 
A hearing for LB83 (Change the Open Meetings Act to provide for virtual conferencing) has been set 
for January 27.  
 
Kohout reviewed LB291 (Change provisions relating to property tax protests) which would require 
both a requested valuation amount and a statement by the individual requesting a change as to why 
the value should be changed. 
 
Regarding LB557 (Change provisions relating to public records and include body-worn camera 
recordings in certain circumstances), Kohout stated Nebraska state residency impacts the number of 
“free” research hours for public records request.  The bill also says body camera recordings are a 
public record.  He encouraged law enforcement feedback be received on this bill before the County 
takes any action.  A hearing date has not been set. 
 
Miller reminded the Board of the virtual Tri-County Legislative Breakfast set for January 25 from 8:00 
a.m.-9:00 a.m. 
 
Miller reported Senator Geist’s office received a call from a dentist who is concerned that he is not 
qualified under the 1A tier for COVID-19 vaccinations. 
 
Additionally, a comprehensive listing of bills (Exhibit 2), a listing of bills the Board is taking action on 
(Exhibit 3), and a listing of hearing dates (Exhibit 4) were available. 
 
3. DISCUSSION OF HEARING AND RESOLUTION RELATED TO THE ISSUANCE BY THE 

COUNTY OF NOT TO EXCEED $38,000,000 OF REVENUE BONDS (EASTMONT 
PROJECT), IN ONE OR MORE SERIES, FOR THE BENEFIT OF CHRISTIAN 
RETIREMENT HOMES, INC. D/B/A EASTMONT, TO FINANCE THE COST OF 
CONSTRUCTING IMPROVEMENTS, EXPANSIONS, AND ADDITIONS TO EASTMONT'S 
MAIN CAMPUS – Colleen Duncan, Gilmore & Bell, P.C.; and Andrew Fisher, Executive 
Director, Eastmont Living 

 
Duncan stated there will be a hearing for the project on February 2, 2021, and there will be a bond 
resolution.  Eastmont is requesting the County issue the bond resolution, which is a requirement 
under federal tax laws.  There is no liability to the County, as the County is the conduit for the 
funding.  The financing is similar in terms of structure to last fall’s financing, with the difference being 
this funding is for a new project. 
 
Fisher said the project is an addition of 151,000 square feet to include a performing arts center, pool 
and fitness area, an additional dining venue, an underground parking garage, 50 new apartments 
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and a new entrance. 
 
4. NEBRASKA DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURE ANNUAL REPORTS (SEE CORRELATING 

ACTION ITEMS 7.A.1-5) – Brent Meyer, Superintendent, Weed Control Authority 
 
Meyer reviewed the annual reports (see agenda packet).   
 
Regarding the Activity Report, Meyer noted the department has two options to send out legal notices 
for resident land compliance. 
 
Concerning the Infestation Report and the railroads, Meyer stated the railroads own a lot of property 
and do not do a good job of containing invasive species outside of the rail area. 
 
Meyer reported more landowners are taking an active approach to control the phragmites on their 
properties.  Additionally, a rust fungus control approach is available to be used on Canada thistle, 
which will destroy the plant’s root system and not harm the surrounding environment. 
 
Amundson thanked Meyer for his leadership. 
 

ACTION ITEMS 
 
A. Nebraska Department of Agriculture Annual Reports 

1. Activity Report 
2. Budget Report 
3. Infestation Report DRAFT 
4. Board Roster 
5. Control Plan 

 
Meyer requested Board approval for the Chair to sign the reports. 
 
MOTION:  Amundson moved and Yoakum seconded to authorize the Chair to sign the reports.  
Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 

COVID-19 UPDATE AND RESPONSE 
 
Pat Lopez, Lincoln-Lancaster County Health Department Director, reported the County has moved 
from the COVID-19 red zone to the COVID-19 elevated orange.  This change allows for some 
changes in the Directed Health Measures (DHM).  The COVID-19 positivity rate has declined from 
33% to 28.5%, with the number of individuals being tested also declining.  There have been 185 
deaths in the County with 34 of the deaths in November and 74 in December.  She noted the 
intravenous treatments for COVID-19 positive patients have been encouraging.   
 
Lopez said 15,500 doses of vaccines have been administered.  The vaccine registration launched on 
Wednesday and so far, 41,000 have registered.  Individuals who are 75 or older and those with 
underlying health conditions will be prioritized.  Pinnacle Bank Arena, as well as other sites that have 
yet to be determined, will serve as vaccination sites. 
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Regarding the vaccines, she said Lincoln has received small quantities and the only vaccine the City is 
receiving is Pfizer as the proper storage is more readily available here than in more rural areas.  That 
decision was made at the state level with the Governor.  Also, individuals who receive the vaccine 
must wait 15 minutes for monitoring before leaving.  She noted there have been no negative 
reactions to the vaccine, other than injection site soreness.  Slight fatigue and slight fever have been 
noted on receiving the second dose of the vaccine. 
 
5. EXECUTIVE SESSION (LEGAL ADVICE AND POTENTIAL LITIGATION) – Doug Cyr, 

Chief Deputy County Attorney, and Eric Synowicki, Deputy County Attorney 
 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Amundson seconded to enter Executive Session at 9:48 a.m. for the 
purposes of receiving legal advice, potential litigation, and to protect the public interest.  
 
The Chair said it has been moved and seconded that the Board enter Executive Session. 
 
ROLL CALL: Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
The Chair restated the purpose for the Board entering Executive Session.  
 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Amundson seconded to exit Executive Session at 10:11 a.m.  
Amundson, Flowerday, Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
6. COVID-19 UPDATE AND RESPONSE 
 
Item moved forward on agenda. 
 
7. ACTION ITEMS 

 
A. Nebraska Department of Agriculture Annual Reports 

1. Activity Report 
2. Budget Report 
3. Infestation Report DRAFT 
4. Board Roster 
5. Control Plan 

 
Item moved forward on agenda. 
 
8. DEPUTY CHIEF ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICER REPORT 

 
A. Lancaster County 2021 Priorities 

 
Schorr added radios for Mutual Aid to her priority list.  
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9. DISCUSSION OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 
A. Census Complete Count – Yoakum 

 
Yoakum said the Planning Department thanked everyone for making the census successful.  The 
census results will be released as close to the statutory date as possible.  Flowerday added it will be 
awhile until redistricting is completed. 
 

B. Information Services Policy Committee (ISPC) – Yoakum 
 
Yoakum reported no meeting was held. 
 

C. Parks & Recreation Advisory Board Meeting– Vest 
 
Vest reported the Parks and Recreation action plan was reviewed.  It focuses on transitions to low 
carbon energy, expansion of the bike trail network, emissions reduction in the City fleet vehicles, and 
continuing to build a resilient local foods system. 
 
Also, the fountain renovations at the Sunken Gardens are not anticipated to begin until 2022. 
 

D. LIBA Elected Officials Forum– Schorr / Amundson 
 
Schorr stated there were discussions on the impact of Medicaid expansion on the County’s General 
Assistance budget, the County’s legislative priorities, and the Mayor’s environmental initiative.  Also, 
the Lincoln Public Schools (LPS) Board discussed the new high schools and middle school, how they 
are using their pandemic dollars and the upcoming all virtual school.   
 
Amundson added the LIBA strategic plan was reported.  Additionally, Bryan Health is working with a 
medical science focus group for those interested in working in the health sciences.  Scholarships will 
be available to attend the focus group school. 
 

E. District Energy Corporation (DEC) – Schorr / Flowerday / Derbin 
 
Flowerday reported bonds were issued.  He noted when the DEC was restructured, the State of 
Nebraska was removed as its own separate $25,000,000 bond from the other agencies who were 
grouped together in a $55,000,000 bond. 
 
Schorr added she was elected Chair. 
 
OTHER MEETINGS ATTENDED 
 
Mutual Aid Meeting 
 
Amundson reported Mutual Aid needs to continue upgrading their radios for a better system.  They 
have been working on it, but there are logistical issues.  The costs for the total upgrade are 
unknown.  She said the fire boards have the authority to levy for funds, and she suggested they have 
a discussion with the Board. 
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Schorr added a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) between the rural fire boards and the County 
may be needed.  Additionally, the Purchasing Department is helping with costs research.   
 
New Americans Task Force 
 
Yoakum stated there have been some resettlement cases.  She added Lutheran Family Services said 
their case management has been improved and they are developing a program for women’s health 
issues. Also, the Gateways for Growth grant next steps were discussed.  
 
Regarding in-person meetings, it was the consensus of the Board to resume meeting in person 
starting February 4 as long as the COVID-19 zone remains below red. 
 
10. SCHEDULE OF BOARD MEMBER MEETINGS 

 
For informational purposes only. 
 
11. EMERGENCY ITEMS 
 
There were no emergency items. 
 
12. ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION:  Schorr moved and Flowerday seconded to adjourn at 10:38 a.m.  Amundson, Flowerday, 
Schorr, Yoakum and Vest voted yes.  Motion carried 5-0. 
 
 

 




































































