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How to use this Annual Report 
This Annual Report consists of four sections. The first section (white-town side) contains 

helpful information, such as contact information, meeting schedules, and reports for the year 
2019. The second section (blue) contains all the information needed for Town Meeting, 
including the Warrant, explanation of the Warrant, and the 2020 proposed budget. The third 

section (white) contains town financial information for 2019, as well as information from both 
the Contoocook Village and Hopkinton Village Precincts. The fourth section is the annual 
report from the Hopkinton School District, which includes their proposals for the School 

District Meeting. 

 

 

Please bring this report with you to the 

School District Annual Meeting. 

 

 

 
 

TOWN REPORT ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS 
 

Front Cover-Town Section: 

The cover photo is of the Contoocook Dam in the fall.  The photo is courtesy of Bob LaPree who 

generously shares his work with the Town. 

 

Front Cover-School Section: 

This photo is showing fun with a parachute at Harold Martin School. 

 

 

The School District reports are prepared by school staff and elected officials. School Business 

Administrator Michelle Clark prepared the graphs for the school financial section. Production of 

the Town Report is coordinated by Town of Hopkinton Administrative Assessing Assistant 

Robin Buchanan. 

 

Thank you to all who helped to create this report! 
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Hopkinton School District Organization 
 

Hopkinton School District 

Organization 

 

 
MODERATOR ................................................................................................James Newsom 

CLERK ........................................................................................................... Laura Beaudoin 

TREASURER ............................................................................................. David MacKenzie 

AUDITORS ............................................................................................Plodzik & Sanderson 

SUPERINTENDENT OF SCHOOLS ................................................  Steven M. Chamberlin 

BUSINESS ADMINISTRATOR....................................................... Michelle R. Clark, SFO 

DIRECTOR OF STUDENT SERVICES .............................................. Rebecca R. Forrestall 

DIRECTOR OF TECHNOLOGY ................................................................... Matthew Stone 

PRINCIPALS 

 William Carozza ........................................... Harold Martin and Curriculum Director 

 Amy Doyle ................................................................................... Maple Street School 

 Christopher Kelley ..................................................... Hopkinton Middle/High School 

 Rebecca Gagnon, Assistant Principal ........................ Hopkinton Middle/High School 

 

 

SCHOOL BOARD 

 

Elizabeth T. Durant, Chairperson .............................................................. Term Expires 2020 

Matthew J. Belanger, Vice Chairperson .................................................... Term Expires 2020 

James O’Brien  ........................................................................................... Term Expires 2021 

Norm Goupil .............................................................................................. Term Expires 2022 

William Chapin Jr ...................................................................................... Term Expires 2020 

Ella Whipps, Student Representative 

Charles DeCurtis, Student Representative 
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Report of the Hopkinton School Board 
  

Our school community is full of the sights and sounds of our youth growing and learning all 

around us!   

 

The past year has seen carefully planned and implemented changes to the Hopkinton School 

District.  These changes reflect a continued commitment on the part of the school district to 

recognize and teach to the varied needs of its students.   

 

Our schools remain a vibrant and caring place for our students, staff and families.  Throughout 

our buildings, caring can be felt, seen and heard.  Six years ago, Steve Chamberlin, the 

Superintendent of Schools, asked the Board to consider updating our District’s mission.  As our 

school community evolved and changed, it was time for our mission to also evolve.  The Board 

spent the better part of a year getting input and feedback on a new mission statement.  What 

resulted was a mission brought forward by the Superintendent consisting of 3 words – “Above 

all, Care”.  Based on the feedback, the statement resonated with our community and so, the 

School Board adopted it in 2014.  What followed was continuous implementation of the mission 

into ALL the work of the District.  From policy making at the Board level to administrators, staff 

and students finding ways to care for themselves and others, the work has been enriching and 

invigorating.   

 

One of the many strengths of the Hopkinton School District has been the continued commitment 

of our teachers and staff.  This year, we negotiated a 3-year contract with the Hopkinton 

Education Association (HEA) that continues to demonstrate this community’s commitment to 

those that educate our children. This community invests in its teachers to help make them the 

best they can be by supporting professional development, technology and tools so they can bring 

the best experience to their students.   

 

This year also saw the successful negotiation of a Teamster’s Contract which represents our 

custodial staff.  This 5-year contract supports those members of our school community who care 

for the buildings and grounds that our children learn and play in daily.  

 

One of the Board’s priorities this year has been the continued work on the Facilities Project. We are grateful for the 

community’s support to pass the $10m bond in 2019.  A steering committee was put together, chaired by Board 

member Jim O’Brien, and consisted of administration, staff and community members.  Community member Ken 

Rubenstein was approved to serve as Construction Attorney and to advise the steering committee and Board on 

engaging the other vendors on the project. H.L. Turner was named the Architectural and Engineering Firm and  

Bonnette, Page & Stone was selected as Construction Manager.  Initial improvements will start in Summer 2020 and 

the community will continue to be apprised of the progress at the regular Board meetings.  We thank all those 

involved in moving this project to its successful completion. 

 

The financial commitment this community makes to our schools is significant.  This year, the 

Board spent weeks reviewing, reflecting and working to reach agreement on an operating budget 

that supports the academic and extra-curricular programs that this community values while 

balancing the tax  impact on our residents.  The downshifting of costs by the state to local 

districts in combination with required compliance with state and federal mandates has become 
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increasingly challenging.  We would like to extend our gratitude to our State Representatives, 

Mel Myler, Mary Jane Wallner and Dave Luneau for their tireless work in the State House 

fighting for school funding in this difficult climate.  Again this year and through the hard work of 

Business Administrator, Michelle Clark, the District received a clean opinion by our 3rd party 

audit firm.  Thank you also to Board Treasurer, Dave Mackenzie, who provides oversight and 

insight to our investment policy and overall financial position. 

 

The Board continues its commitment to improving communication internally and externally with 

the community.  Electronic communication, social media and other social platforms have made it 

more efficient for the Board to communicate but it has also presented challenges when 

information is shared that is not verified.  As we navigate these challenges in our own families, 

we also must navigate them in our schools and community.  This past year, the Board reviewed 

the process of informing families in the event of a safety or security issue. We feel it is important 

that all students should feel safe in our schools.  We feel that our policies and processes reflect 

the utmost care for our entire school community, and we appreciate the support and feedback 

from the community regarding these issues.  In addition, the implementation of streaming of our 

regular Board meetings has increase access for all community members. 

 

The Board Policy committee was incredibly busy this year, reviewing and bringing forward 

updates to several policies that improve the lives of our students and staff.  Our Tobacco Policy 

was updated to include e-cigarettes in response to increased vaping by high school students.  

Other policies that were updated included the School, Family and Community Partnerships, Data 

Governance and Security, Health Education and Exemption from Instruction, and Daily Physical 

Activity which ensures students have breaks in their days to move about.   

 

Hopkinton has many reasons to be proud of its schools, its staff and its students.  Hopkinton 

students continue to excel in national achievement exams, in academic and athletic competitions 

statewide, in successfully pursuing post graduation plans by attending some of the nation’s finest 

colleges and universities and in succeeding in the world of employment as capable, educated, 

contributing members of our society. 

 

Our community is blessed to have extraordinary teachers, many of whom are veteran educators 

and have been recognized as experts in their respective fields.  Our support staff works tirelessly 

to support alongside all of our students, our administrators work with deep care for the well-

being of their students and families, and the Board remains committed to supporting their work 

and vision. 

 

The success of Hopkinton Schools is influenced by the individuals who serve them.  Board 

members Jim O’Brien, Matt Belanger, Norm Goupil, and Bill Chapin all have made significant 

commitments to their work on the Board by serving on various committees that shape our 

District’s work.  And, as I finish up my 4th term, my 12th year of time on the Board, I am grateful 

for what our administrators, teachers, staff and students have taught me.  I have learned that if we 

care about each other and ourselves at the core of our work, we can learn and grow, and together 

we can work to find solutions that benefit ALL aspects of our community.  On behalf of the 

Board, thank you to this community for your support to making our schools be the best they can 

be! 
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Elementary Schools Town Report 2019 
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Independent Auditor’s Report 
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Report of Actual Special Education 
Expenditures for Programs and Services 
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School District – Treasurer’s Report 
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