
TOWN   OF   BELMONT   
COMMUNITY   PATH   PROJECT   COMMITTEE  

MEETING   MINUTES  
OCTOBER   9,   2020   

Present:    Russ   Leino,   Holly   Muson,   Vince   Stanton,   Ellen   Sugarman,   Bonnie   Friedman,   Phil  
Lawrence   

Members   of   the   Public:   Roy   Epstein   (Liaison   to   the   Select   Board),   Aleida   Leza,   Darin   Takemoto,  
Jessica   Whited,   Paul   Cobuzzi   

1. Meeting   called   to   order   at   8:06   AM.

2. R.   Leino   informed   the   Committee   that   he   and   Patrice   Garvin   had   submitted   a   preliminary
application   to   the   Community   Preservation   Committee   (CPC)   for   Community   Preservation
Act   funding   of   potential   right-of-way   acquisitions.   The   Committee   members   present
unanimously   supported   the   application.   The   Committee   discussed   other   potential   sources   of
funding   besides   the   DCR   Mass   Trails   state   grant   program.   More   CPPC   work   will   be   needed
to   refine   the   request   for   conditional   grant   funding,   if   the   application   passes   the   initial   CPC
review.   P.   Lawrence   offered   to   draft   a   non-exclusive   list   of   possible   locations   where
easements   may   be   necessary.

3. The   Committee   discussed   notes   from   Glenn   Clancy   that   provided   updates   from   Nitsch.   A
primary   concern   is   the   schedule   for   soil   borings   that   still   need   to   take   place   before
engineering   can   be   completed,   and   the   potential   delays   to   the   Massachusetts   Metropolitan
Planning   Organization   (MPO)   submission   that   could   ensue.

4. R.   Leino   suggested   spending   a   future   CPPC   meeting   reviewing   the   MPO   evaluation   grid,   in
order   to   provide   input   to   the   Town.

5. The   Committee   reviewed   revised   drawings   from   Nitsch.   The   revisions   of   the   connection
between   the   path   and   Belmont   Center   were   deemed   responsive,   but   there   are   still   numerous
open   concerns   about   the   design.   Nitsch   is   continuing   to   revise   the   layout   of   the   path   behind
the   homes   on   Pleasant   Street,   after   having   met   with   one   of   the   homeowners   on   site.

6. Meeting   minutes   for   July   16   were   reviewed   and   approved   as   amended.   Minutes   from
September   11   will   be   edited   and   resubmitted   for   review   at   the   next   CPPC   meeting.

7. The   next   meeting   will   be   held   on   October   27   at   7:00   PM.   The   agenda   will   include
discussion   of   the   schedule,   funding,   and   the   CPC   application.



8. Meeting   adjourned   at   9:39   AM.     


