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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop RETEACH 

Prewriting: Historical Investigation Report  
Writing Prompts 
Choose your own issue for your historical investigation report, or use one of the 
following prompts. 

WORKPLACE 
When choosing a career, people are frequently influenced by those whose work they 
admire. They may turn to scientists such as Albert Einstein or Marie Curie as role 
models. They may seek inspiration from leaders like Thomas Jefferson or Dr. Martin 
Luther King, Jr. In a historical investigation report, synthesize various points of view 
about a person in history who became famous for work in a career that interests you. 
Address your report to people who are also interested in this type of career. 

SCHOOL 
From Greek philosopher and teacher Socrates to American math teacher Jaime 
Escalante, teachers have influenced and inspired the people of their day and left 
their mark on history itself. Using a variety of points of view, write a historical 
investigation report on the educational approach of a famous teacher. Address your 
paper to an audience of your peers. 

WORLD LANGUAGE 
Many languages have “family trees” that can be traced into the past. English, for 
example, has Latin roots and Germanic and French influences as a result of the 
intermingling of cultures through migration and invasion. Research a language you 
are studying or one that interests you. Consult a number of sources that represent 
different points of view, and write a historical investigation report on the historical 
events and peoples that have shaped the way the language is spoken today. 
Address your report to a world language class. 

SCIENCE 
Isaac Newton and his apple, Ben Franklin and his kite—many people are familiar 
with the stories of how these two scientists made their respective discoveries about 
gravity and electricity. Synthesizing a variety of points of view, write a historical 
investigation report about the story of a famous scientist’s most important 
discovery. Address the report to members of your science class. 

HISTORY 
Did George Washington really chop down a cherry tree? Did Betsy Ross really 
sew the first American flag? Some stories are actually historical myths that may 
have a grain of truth in them but have been exaggerated or embellished over time. 
Choose a historical event to investigate, and write a historical investigation report 
substantiating or refuting the facts of the event by consulting sources that represent 
different points of view. Share your report with family or friends. 
 



 

Original content Copyright © by Holt, Rinehart and Winston. Additions and changes to the original content are the responsibility of the instructor. 

 65  My Writing Workshops 

Unit 3 
Writing Workshop GUIDED PRACTICE 

Prewriting: Choose and Research a Topic 
Use the graphic organizer below to help you choose a topic and begin preliminary 
research of a historical event. Use additional paper if necessary. 
• Answer the questions below to help you find and narrow a topic for your research. 
• Then, write a list of questions to help focus your research. As you gather sources, 

keep a balance between primary and secondary sources as well as varying perspectives. 

CHOOSE A TOPIC 
What historical event interests me? 
 
How can I narrow this topic, if necessary? 
 

Can I find a variety of sources on this topic? List some possible sources. 
 

Can I find sources representing all relevant perspectives on this topic? What are the relevant 
perspectives? 
 
 
 
My topic: 

RESEARCH QUESTIONS 
Questions:  Specific Sources: 
1. 
 
 

 
 
Relevant Perspective: (Circle one) 
Primary   Secondary 

2. 
 
 

 
 
Relevant Perspective: (Circle one) 
Primary   Secondary 

3.  
 
Relevant Perspective: (Circle one) 
Primary   Secondary 

4.  
 
Relevant Perspective: (Circle one) 
Primary   Secondary 
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop GUIDED PRACTICE 

Prewriting: Write a Thesis/Make an Outline 
Use the graphic organizers below to write a thesis statement and start developing 
a formal outline. Use additional paper if necessary. 
• Document your sources according to the appropriate style guide (MLA or APA) 

and compile a Works Cited page. 

WRITE A THESIS STATEMENT: 
My topic or how all my 
information fits together: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
+ 

My conclusion about my 
research: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
=

Thesis statement: 
 

DEVELOP AN OUTLINE: 
(Circle the best way to order your information) 
            Chronological order               Logical order                Order of importance  

 I. Introduction 
 A. Overview of research: 
 
 B. Thesis statement: 
 
 

 II.   
 A. 
  1. 
  2 
  3. 
 B. 
  1. 
  2. 
  3. 
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop TEMPLATE 

Drafting: Organizing and Writing Your Report 
Complete the graphic organizer below, and use it to help you write your first draft. 
Use additional paper if necessary. 

INTRODUCTION 

BODY 

CONCLUSION 

WORKS CITED 

 

Interesting opener: 
 

Background information/overview of research: 
 

Thesis statement: 
 

First main idea: 
 

Second main idea: 
 

Third main idea: 
 

Support: 
 

Support: 
 

Support: 
 

Restatement of thesis and summary of main points: 
 

Concluding thought or thought-provoking idea: 
 

Source 1: 
 

Source 2: 
 

Source 3: 
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop RETEACH 

Evaluating: Student Model Think Sheet 
Answer the questions below to get a better understanding of the structure of a 
historical investigation report. Use additional paper if necessary. 
• Re-read “Sherman’s March: A Civil War Controversy.” The notes in the margin 

will help you identify important elements of a historical investigation report. 
• As you respond to the questions, think about the use of language, the organization 

of information, and the strategies used for developing ideas and elaborating on them. 

QUESTIONS AND RESPONSES 
 1. Does the overview of the research seem complete in the introduction? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
 2. Which main idea best supports the thesis? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
 3. Which citation (a direct quotation, a summary, or a paraphrase) is the most convincing? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
 4. Does the conclusion accurately restate the thesis? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
 5. Does anything else catch your interest or seem important? In what way? 

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  

____________________________________________________________________________  
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop PEER- AND SELF-EVALUATION FORM 

Evaluating: Historical Investigation Reports 
Use the following questions to evaluate your historical investigation report or that 
of one of your classmates. 
• Make brief notes to answer the questions. 
• Rate the parts of the historical investigation. The lowest score is 1, and the 

highest is 4. 
• Make at least three suggestions for improving the historical investigation. 

 1. Does the introduction grab the reader’s attention, give an overview of the research,  
and include a thesis statement? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: __________________________________________________________________  

 2. Do several main ideas develop the thesis statement? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: __________________________________________________________________  

 3. Are the main ideas supported by facts and details? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: __________________________________________________________________  

 4. Does the report include summaries and paraphrases as well as direct quotations? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: __________________________________________________________________  

 5. Are all sources cited when necessary? Are they formatted correctly? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: __________________________________________________________________  

 6. Does the conclusion restate the thesis, summarize the main ideas, and include a final thought? 

  Rating:   1   2   3   4 

Suggestion: __________________________________________________________________  
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop THINK SHEET 

Revising: Improve Your Historical Investigation Report 
Use the rubric in this chart to help you improve your historical investigation report. 
 
Questions Do This Changes You Made 
 1. Does the introduction draw 

the reader into the research, 
give an overview of the 
research, and include a 
thesis? 

 
 

______Underline the 
sentence that would draw in 
the reader. 
______Box the overview of 
the research. 
______Circle the thesis 
statement. 

 

 2. Do several main ideas 
develop the thesis? 

 
 
 

______Number each main 
idea in the margin. 

 

 3. Are the main ideas supported 
by facts and details? 

 
 

______Draw an arrow from 
each main idea to a fact or 
detail that supports it.  

 

 4. Does the report include 
summaries and paraphrases 
as well as direct quotations? 

 
 

______Highlight all direct 
quotations. If direct quotations 
compose more than one-third 
of the report, revise.  

 

 5. Are all sources cited when 
necessary? Are they 
formatted correctly? 

 
 

______Put a star next to 
direct quotations and facts that 
are not cited or correctly 
formatted. 

 

 6. Does the conclusion restate 
the thesis, summarize the 
main ideas, and include a 
final thought? 

 

______Circle the restatement 
of the thesis. 
______Box the summary of 
the main ideas. 
______Bracket the thought-
provoking ending. 
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop PEER AND SELF-EVALUATION FORM 

Proofreading Checklist 

GUIDELINES FOR PROOFREADING 
 Yes No Needs Work 
Is every sentence complete, not a fragment or a run-on? 
 

   

Are punctuation marks—such as end marks, commas, 
semicolons, colons, dashes, and quotation marks— 
used correctly? 
 

   

Are proper nouns, proper adjectives, and the first words  
of sentences capitalized? 
 

   

Does every verb agree in number with its subject? 
 

   

Are verbs and tenses used correctly? 
 

   

Are subject and object forms of personal pronouns  
used correctly? 
 

   

Does every pronoun agree with its antecedent in number  
and in gender? Are pronoun references clear? 
 

   

Are frequently confused words (such as fewer and less,  
affect and effect) used correctly? 
 

   

Are all words spelled correctly? Are the plural forms  
of words correct? 
 

   

Is the paper neat and correct in form? 
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop EXTENSION 

Framework for Historical Investigation Reports 
Use the following framework to help you evaluate your own writing  
and the models on the following pages. 
 

 

• Clearly states thesis and provides sound evidence in support of that thesis 
• Provides essential background information 
• Relies on information from multiple sources 
• Documents sources of information in the paper 
• Uses a formal, objective tone 
• Demonstrates effective organization throughout 
• Offers a thought-provoking point of view and conclusion 
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop EXTENSION 

Historical Investigation Report: Score Point 4 
Read the student model below. With the Framework as a guide,  
write an evaluation of the model in the commentary box,  
explaining why the model received the score shown above. 
 
Model Commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In the summer of 1921, a 14-year-old Idaho farm boy named 
Philo T. Farnsworth had a breakthrough idea that changed the 
world. In an instant of gazing out across the rows of a field he 
was plowing, Philo “saw” how electronic television could be 
accomplished. This insight led Philo to dedicate his life to 
developing television. One powerful competitor kept Philo from 
getting the credit he so deserved for his invention. Nevertheless, 
history proves that Farnsworth was the “father of television.” 
 Philo’s realization in the field that day was that an image 
could be transmitted electronically line by line. “Each line could 
be converted into electricity and sent over a distance. At the 
receiving end, the electrical units could be reassembled into the 
same pattern and turned back into a picture” (McPherson 265). 

 Philo became the first to transmit an electronic image. That 
image, sent to the TV receiver he had invented, was “…a blurred 
line [that] split the tiny screen of the receiver” (Schwartz 88).  
Philo improved the clarity of the image, and by 1930, he had 
patents for both his television camera and receiver, and the 
future looked promising.  
 But Philo had competitors, such as David Sarnoff, head of 
the powerful Radio Broadcasting Corporation. With brutal 
intent, Sarnoff’s high-powered lawyers spent years battling Philo 
in court, trying to prove RCA’s ownership of TV technology. 
Philo consistently won rights. Despite this, when the 1939 
World’s Fair rolled around, Philo’s company had no money to 
exhibit its new televisions, so RCA introduced TV to the world. 
 Now, decades later, Philo’s crucial role is finally being 
recognized. Recently a statue of him was added to the National 
Gallery of Statuary. It reads Philo T. Farnsworth, Father of 
Television. 

Bibliography 
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop EXTENSION 

Historical Investigation Report: Score Point 3 
Read the student model below. With the Framework as a guide,  
write an evaluation of the model in the commentary box,  
explaining why the model received the score shown above. 
 
Model Commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 In the summer of 1921, 14-year-old Philo T. Farnsworth had 
an incredible realazation. He was plowing an Idaho field and 
looked back at the neat rows of earth. This gave Philo the idea 
that television pictures could be transmitted line by line. At that 
time there was no television but some people were thinking 
about it. Philo was the first person to ever discover the way. 
Even though he had stiff competition, he had an advantage. For 
this reason, he should be known as the Father of Television, even 
though most people have never even heard of him. 
 During his twenties, Philo began dedicating all his time and 
money to inventing television. But people at the powerful Radio 
Broadcasting Corperation were also trying. RCA was not used to 
giving anything to the “little guy.” David Sarnoff, the head of 
that company, was determined to keep Philo and his company 
out of the TV making game. 
 Unfortunately for David Sarnoff, Philo got patents for his 
inventions of the TV camera and TV set before RCA did. That 
made RCAs lawyers spend years in court trying to beat out Philo 
and prove they really deserved patents too. Without there own 
patents, they had to pay royalties to make televisions. This was 
not something Sarnoff wanted to do.  
 But in numerous court decisions, the judge always ruled that 
“priority of invention is awarded to Philo T. Farnsworth.” The 
problem for Philo was money though. He spent so much over 
many years of experimenting. So even though he really was the 
first to transmitt an image from a camera to a TV set, he couldn’t 
beat out RCA. When the 1939 World’s Fair took place, RCA had 
a huge booth and lots of publicity. Everyone called them the 
inventors of television.  
 Philo didn’t even have enough money to have a booth at all. 
So pretty soon his name was all but forgotton. Today its coming 
back though. More and more people are realizing who really 
invented TV. Philo even has a statue in the national gallery and 
along with his name it says Father of Television. 
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop EXTENSION 

Historical Investigation Report: Score Point 2 
Read the student model below. With the Framework as a guide,  
write an evaluation of the model in the commentary box,  
explaining why the model received the score shown above. 
 
Model Commentary 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Here’s something you probly don’t know. A guy named 
Philo T. Farnsworth invented television. That’s right. A 14-year-
old farm boy invented TV! He didn’t do it at 14 of coarse. He 
first got the idea how to do it then. That was when he was 
plowing a field in Idaho. He looked the rows of dirt he’d just 
plowed. That made him think of the idea to send a TV picture 
one line at a time. Pretty crazy! But it worked! So Philo 
Farnsworth was really the father of television. It didn’t happen 
all at once though. 
 Philo started working on making a television all through his 
twenties. He had lived in a lot of states in the west but now he 
was in San Francisco. He first made a thin blurry line appeer on 
the screen their in his lab. Then he did some focusing and the 
line got strait and clear. No one on the planet had did this before! 
 Some big guns at RCA were also trying to invent TV at the 
same time. The top gun of that company was David Sarnoff. He 
only wanted power for himself. He wanted to make sure he got 
the credit for being TVs inventer. His laywers fought Philo in 
court. This went on for years. But Philo had a pattent for his 
inventions already, so they would have to pay him to make TVs 
to. David Sarnoff refused to do this. He was good at wearing 
Philo out to. This happened both in court and everywhere else. It 
proved you cant fight the big guys to easily!  
 It took David Sarnoff a while to get what he wanted. But he 
finally did. That’s when he went gangbusters! He left poor broke 
Philo in the dust. RCA had a booth the 1939 World’s Fair where 
they showed of RCA Tvs to the world. Philo couldn’t even pay 
to get in he was so broke! So David Sarnoff got all the invention 
credit. But not forever. Finnaly, a statue in Washington d.c. 
somewhere is of Philo. It call’s him the father of television.  
Good move! 
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Unit 3 
Writing Workshop  EXTENSION 

Practice with Conventions 
Circle the letter of the best answer to each of the following items.  
(40 points; 4 points each) 

 1. Which version of the sentence shows 
correct punctuation? 
 A) “Run while you can” screamed Tina, 

the expedition leader.  
 B) “Run while you can!,” screamed Tina, 

the expedition leader. 
 C) “Run while you can!” screamed Tina, 

the expedition leader. 
 D) “Run while you can”! screamed Tina, 

the expedition leader. 

 2. Which word is spelled incorrectly? 
 A) aisle 
 B) ile 
 C) I’ll 
 D  isle 

 3. Which version of the sentence shows 
correct capitalization? 
 A) Susan p. Nelson founded Caretakers 

of the Forests, an Environmental 
group.  

 B) Susan P. Nelson founded Caretakers 
of the Forests, an environmental 
group. 

 C) Susan p. Nelson founded Caretakers 
Of The forests, an environmental 
group.  

 D) Susan P. Nelson founded Caretakers 
of the Forests, an Environmental 
Group. 

 4. Which sentence is grammatically 
correct? 
 A) Both Tom and Vicki think the film 

should be shown.  
 B) Mr. Smith, Mrs. Vivas, and  

Ms. Green has applied for the job. 
 C) One of the speeches were written by 

Maya Angelou, the poet. 
 D) Though it may appear to be a comet, 

it was really a shooting star. 

 5. Which version of the sentence shows 
correct punctuation? 
 A) Davis Electric, the sponsor, was a 

strong profitable, established business.  
 B) Davis Electric, the sponsor, was a 

strong, profitable, established business. 
 C) Davis Electric, the sponsor, was a 

strong, profitable, established, business.  
 D) Davis Electric, the sponsor, was a 

strong profitable established business.  

 6. Read this sentence. 

Neither the cold and the wind 
stopped the race from starting. 

  How should the underlined portion be 
written? 
 A) but the wind  
 B) or the wind  
 C) nor the wind 
 D) plus the wind 
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Unit 3, Practice with Conventions continued 

 7. Which word is spelled correctly? 
 A) beggar 
 B) calender 
 C) deside 
 D) fatige 

 8. Which version of the sentence shows 
correct capitalization? 
 A) They fished at Cable Lake, which is 

in Iron County just north of Crystal 
Falls.  

 B) They fished at Cable lake, which is in 
Iron county just North of Crystal falls.  

 C) They fished at Cable Lake, which is 
in iron county just north of Crystal 
Falls. 

 D) They fished at Cable Lake, which is 
in Iron County just North of crystal 
Falls. 

 9. Which word is spelled correctly? 
 A) imitasion 
 B) missille 
 C) opinion 
 D) recieve 

 10. Why would Anil use bullet points in his 
research paper? 
 A) to cite a source 
 B) to place information into a list 
 C) to increase white space in the paper 
 D) to tell what a section of the paper will 

cover 
 




