
Interpreting the College Student Inventory - Form B 
 

Students receive percentile ranks on sixteen scales grouped into three categories:  Academic Motivation, 
General Coping, and Receptivity to Support Services.  These ranks show how the students compare to a 
large sample of college students from across the United States.  Specifically, they indicate the percentage 
of students whose scores are equal to or less than the student.  They are based on the self-report 
questionnaire usually completed on SOAR days.   
 
Academic Motivation 
1.  Study Habits measures the amount of time and effort the student puts into his/her studies.  A low 

score in this area may mean the student needs to develop a daily routine for studying.  Pathways can 
help students learn about beneficial study habits. 

2.  Intellectual Interests measures the degree to which the student enjoys reading and discussing serious 
ideas.   

3.  Verbal Confidence measures the degree to which the student feels capable of doing well in courses 
that heavily emphasize reading, writing, and public speaking.  A student with a low score in this area 
may benefit from Writing/Reading Lab assistance. 

4.  Math & Science Confidence measures the degree to which the student feels capable of doing well in 
math and science courses.  Students with low scores on this scale should be encouraged to use 
faculty office hours and attend Supplemental Instruction sessions when available and the Math Lab. 

5.  Desire to Finish College measures the strength of the student’s commitment to completing a degree.   
6.  Attitude Toward Educators measures the degree to which the student sees teachers and 

administrators as competent, reasonable, and caring.   
 
General Coping 
1. Sociability measures the student’s desire for companionship and social entertainment.   
2. Family Emotional Support measures the satisfaction the student feels with the communication that 

occurs in his/her family.   
3. Opinion Tolerance measures the degree to which the student feels s/he can accept people whose 

political and social opinions differ sharply from your own.   
4. Career Closure measures the degree to which the student has thought carefully about his/her career 

options and has made a firm decision to pursue a specific career.  Low scores in this area are 
common for first-year students.  While it is not necessary to make a career choice immediately, 
advisers are urged to encourage students to use Pathways and Career Services resources to gain 
clearer ideas about their long-term goals.  Clearly defined career goals strengthen commitment to 
college and help students maintain motivation.   

5. Sense of Financial Security measures students’ satisfaction with the amount of money available to 
them while at college.  Those with low scores may wish to discuss their financial situations with 
someone in the financial aid office. 

 
Receptivity to Support Services 
1. Receptivity to Academic Assistance measures students’ interest in receiving help with their academic 

skills.  Pathways can offer assistance in study skills such as note-taking, test preparation, reading, 
writing, and time management. 

2. Receptivity to Personal Counseling measures students’ interest in receiving counseling on personal 
matters.  If a student’s score is low in this area but s/he has indicated some areas of stress on other 
scales, the adviser may wish to discuss with the student the possibility of reconsidering the value of 
this type of service.  Reassure students of confidentiality of the services, note that the services are 
free for Wartburg students, and that students with a wide range of needs from mild stress to serious 
mental health issues use counseling services. 

3. Receptivity to Social Enhancement measures the degree to which you would like some help getting 
involved in social activities on campus.  Students with high scores on this scale might be encouraged 
to contact Campus Programming, Resident Assistant’s and Residence Hall Directors, and/or the 
Volunteer Action Center about opportunities for involvement. 

4. Receptivity to Career Counseling measures students’ interest in receiving counseling for vocational 
matters.   

5. Receptivity to Financial Guidance measures students’ desire to discuss ways of increasing financial 
resources for college.   

 



Internal Validity 
The final scale measures students’ carefulness in responding to this inventory.  A high internal validity 
score indicates that the students answered special items as instructed and that they followed instructions 
carefully.   
 
Summary of Academic Motivation 
(Note:  This information is NOT included on the student’s copy.) 
Summary scores are express on a stanine scale.  9 = very high; 5 = average; 1 = low. 
There are indicators for 
• Dropout proneness 
• Predicted Academic Difficulty 
• Educational Stress 
• Receptivity to Institutional Help 
High scores on the first three of these indicator and a low score on the receptivity indicator may indicate 
that the student is at risk. 
 
Specific Recommendations 
Each student receives at least 7 specific recommendations for action.  The strength of the 
recommendation is indicated by its priority score.  0 = weak recommendation; 10 = strong 
recommendation. 
 
Advisers should use these recommendations both as springboards for discussion with the student and as 
indicators that the student may benefit from referral.  Referrals are commonly made to: 
• The Pathways Center for academic assistance  
• The Wartburg Writing/Reading Lab for writing, reading or speaking skills assistance 
• Counseling Services for personal counseling 
• Campus Programming, Student Life, or Volunteer Action Center for social enhancement 
• Pathways/Career Services or Vocation and Mentoring for career counseling, off-campus work 

opportunities, job market information 
• Financial Aid for financial guidance or campus employment 
• Center for Community Engagement for internships and volunteer opportunities 
 
Student Background Information 
Senior Year GPA - High school grades generally have a moderate correlation with college grades. 
Family background 
• American ethnic and international students face special adjustment challenges on a campus whose 

student body is predominantly white and American  
• First generation college students are sometimes vulnerable because their families do not have college 

experiences on which to draw to provide advice.   
College experience 

• Students whose decision to enroll was made just before classes began may not be clear on their 
goals.  They may not be as motivated to persist. 

• Degree sought gives advisers a further indication of the student’s goals.  This may help you adviser 
them appropriately to both evaluate and strive for that goal. 

• Plans to work let you know how much time the student plans to devote to work and away from study. 
• Other indications (not included on student report) let adviser know if student plans to transfer. 

 
Note:  students have the right to ask you either to return the adviser copy of their inventory results to the 
program coordinator (Pathways Center Director) or give it to the student. 
 
Any faculty advisor or mentor who would like the full RMA Advisor’s Guide may request one from the 
Pathways Center.   


