minutes

	3rd MEETING OF THE PROSECT BUSINESS ASSOCIATION

	5.16.2014
	10:12am
	Prospect Firehouse, Prospect, CT

	Meeting called by
	Matt Buonaiuto

	Type of meeting
	General Meeting of the Prospect Business Association

	Facilitator
	Matt Buonaiuto, Interim President

	Note taker
	Tammy Enquist Liscomb

	Timekeeper
	Tammy Enquist Liscomb

	Attendees
	See attached List

	Call to order and Welcome/Expenditures

	
	Matt Buonaiuto, Interim President and Rob Edwards, Interim VP of Marketing and Technology

	Discussion
	Welcome!

	· All monies spent at this point were taken care of by board members

· State paperwork done and submitted .  Once we have received the state approval of 501 (c ) (6) and collected dues, we will set up a bank account
· We have an official address now:  50 Waterbury Rd #103 Prospect Ct 06712. There is a monthly charge for this service. 

· Domain name of www.prospectbusiness.org costs $10.17/year

· Website is $25 after one month free and facebook is free.  The facebook page is complete. Please like us, post events, pictures, etc.
· Proposed membership dues are $100 for Member and $25 for Associate member. Charity Organizations may join for free.  Associate members and Charity members will not have voting rights. All this will be voted on in the next meeting
· Payments may be taken for dues via check or PayPal
· Members are encouraged to look at their email address and how it presents. It presents more professionally to have domain names instead of AOL, etc. 


	Board Members and Vote

	
	Rob Edwards, Interim VP of Marketing and Technology

	Discussion
	Nomination of Board of Directors

	· The Board Of Directors to be selected and voted on in June. This is required in order to be a 501 (c )(6).
· The fiscal year will begin July 1

· The Board of Directors will also choose an Advisory Board of four. These folks will keep the pulse of the community and business in town.  A volunteer sheet was circulated. Additional nominations will be taken up until 6/15/2014

· The By Laws were submitted to the group through email before the meeting. The group voted and the By Laws were approved.

· Once we are official we will institute “Democratic Rules of Order 9th Edition” in conducting our meetings. 



	Action Items
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	Voting on final board and Advisory Board to take place in June meeting
	Entire Group
	June 30

	Voting regarding Due to be collected 
	Entire group
	June 30



	Bank Accounts to be set up
	Joe Corona
	June 30th

	Politics in the Group

	
	Rob Edwards, Interim VP of Marketing Technology and Matt Buonaiuto, Interim President

	Discussion
	How politics is to be handled with our organization

	· We cannot have political affiliations in our group if we are to keep our non-profit status.  As a result we have turned away politician’s requests to speak at our meetings. 

· Regarding events:  If Mayor Robert Chatfield shows up to an event, he may arrive as a citizen and must not speak of politics.

· Board members may be a liaison between the group and politicians (Town/State/Federal) to inform us of what is happening around us in our community. 

· One member asked the question “Can a politician come in to talk about Business and non-political issues?”  This may be a slippery slope for the group. 

	Conclusions
	There is no room for politics in our group  if we are to remain intact as a non profit

	
	
	

	Meeting/Member Structure

	
	Rob Edwards, Interim VP of Marketing Technology and Matt Buonaiuto, Interim President

	Discussion
	How do we want our activity schedule to look?

	· How many meetings do we wish to have?   5 formal meetings per year and focus more on the community events to bring awareness to our businesses in town.  

· It was suggested that the Board of Directors meet on the same schedule as the general meeting. BOD meeting first, then the General meeting. All are welcome to attend both. The wish for the organization to be transparent and welcoming to all ideas. 

· In order to accommodate all members, there may be 2 meeting times, that ritate, for the General meetings. (ie. 10am and 5:30pm)

· Summer months may be skipped for meetings due to vacations, etc. 

· Nonmembers may attend meetings as these meetings are meant to bring people together, however nonmembers will not be recognized on the member directory and website information or have voting rights. 
· Meetings will not be mandatory. 

· The directory and website are still under construction and will be completed by July 1, 2014



	Conclusions
	Great discussion on meeting structure and how we can make this work for everyone

	Action Items
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	Vote on final meeting structure and schedule 
	Entire Group
	June 30

	Events

	
	Rob Edwards, Interim VP of Marketing Technology and Matt Buonaiuto, Interim President Tammy Enquist Liscomb, Interim Secretary

	Discussion
	What is coming up and what would we like to plan for the future

	· CT Business Expo is a free event on June 5th.  Rob will be attending to collect information so we may put together our own expo for the businesses in Prospect
· Business cards were requested by Tammy in order to put together a card file of all members. In addition a sign in sheet was circulated to record attendance. 

· Our next networking event is on June 2, 2014 at Baki’s at 6pm

· Member Idea:  50/50 raffle to raise money for the organization. This great idea will be represented to the group to discuss and decide at the next meeting

· Golf Tournament (“FUNraiser”):  This event will not just be about golf. Come even if you don’t play or play well. This is about getting the community together and networking. We need someone to help us put this event together that has run a golf event before.
· Highland Greens was brought up as the event spot however the local course may not accommodate what we are trying to do. The course, Hop Brook, and Jessie Camille’s in Naugatuck was mentioned as a nice option as it can accommodate what we are trying to do and it is owned by Prospect business owners as well. 

· Another idea for an event is a soft ball game where everyone can participate actively in the event. 

· Casey Classic Cuts event is May 17th beginning at 10am. Please join us!

· Our next Meeting is scheduled for June 19th at 5:30pm. 


	Conclusions
	There is a lot happening! Let’s keep the momentum!

	Action Items
	Person Responsible
	Deadline

	Establish what event we will do and when
	Entire Group
	June 30th

	Establish who will put the events together
	Entire Group
	June 30


Meeting was adjourned at 11:30am
All In Attendance

1) Matt Buonaiuto

2) Rob Edwards
3) Dave Jones
4) Tammy Enquist Liscomb
5) Casey Stevenson

6) Colleen Neidt

7) Debbie Quadrato Jr

8) Robert Dias

9) Louis Pontillo Jr

10) Mike Santangelo

11) Mark Guastaferri

12) Mike Guastaferri

13) Nick Guastaferri

14) Peter Hughes

15) Mark Mosher

16) Anita and Paul Bresnalan

17) Ann Stein

18) Kelly Cronin

19) Marco Cabral 

20) Raed El Ahmad

21) Christina Finateri

22) Steve Sturges

23) Paul Ricchezza

24) Nanette Commendatore

25) Sandra Enquist
