
Demonstration Speech Assignment

A demonstration speech is a form of informational speaking. The goal of the demonstration speech is to demonstrate a process or how to do something and give the audience information while using visual aids. 

As you select your topic, consider carefully how your choice will give your audience information that they will find useful.  To do this well you will have to analyze who your audience is and adjust the speech so it is easy for them to understand.  When analyzing the audience consider the following:

· Who are they?

· What are their interests?

· What do they like?

· What are their needs?

· Why would this topic be of interest to them?

In addition, it is important that you choose a topic that you know fairly well.  Start with one of these example phrases to help develop demonstration speech ideas:
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· How to make…

· How to fix…

· How to use…

· How to do…

· How…works…

· How…is done, produced, or made

Steps and Requirements of the Demonstration Speech
1. You will select a topic to demonstrate; basically you will be teaching the class how to do something. You need to pick a topic which has several steps.  Also, be sure to pick a topic that you will be able to allow students to “practice” the steps with you.  Successful topics we have seen in the past have been “how to French braid hair”  “how to make a boo-boo bunny” and “how to tie a suit tie”.  Mr. Waltz has the final say for the topic you select.  It will be your job to provide the items necessary for the demonstration.  You may not choose a topic that everyone already understands (“how to make a PB&J sandwich”). 
You will have two days to prepare your speech:
· Day 1-3 – choose topic and create outline – DUE _________________________________
· Day 4– review steps and practice speech – DATE _________________________________
· Day 5-7 – present your speech  – DATES_______________________________
2. Once you have picked out a good topic you need to be able to present and demonstrate it to your listeners step by step.  To be successful, you need to outline the steps of your topic.  Use the sample to create a logical order of your steps.  Do NOT assume your audience will understand your demonstration speech topic immediately.  Conclude each step by summarizing the main points before you go on to the next step.

3. Upon completing the outline, you need to write an attractive, effective, and interactive attention getting introduction.  Here are a few key concepts to include in your introduction (you might come up with a few of your own):

· Tell the audience what you are going to teach them. 

· Tell the audience why you chose to demonstrate this topic.

· Then, tell the audience why it is important for them to know how to do it.

4. The speaking time limit should be between 5-7 minutes. Setup and takedown should be done as quickly as possible.  REMEMBER – you must practice repeatedly to make sure you are within the time limit!
5. You may use an outline to present the speech. However, the speech must not be read. 

6. You are required to have at least one (1) visual aid.  BESIDES THE MATERIALS REQUIRED FOR THE DEMONSTRATION.  Your visual aid can include posters, handouts, photographs, PowerPoints, etc. Please make sure your visual aid is large enough for the audience to clearly see and that it enhances your speech.  Certain visual aids or props may not be brought into the school (please use common sense).
· GUNS/WEAPONS

· ANIMALS, BIRDS, INSECTS

· MATCHES AND LIGHTERS

· FIREWORKS

· DRUGS/ALCOHOL

7. When doing cooking demonstrations, you must bring samples and plates, napkins, cups, utensils, etc.—whatever is required to consume the sample. Think about how you will keep things hot or cold at school before you select your topic.

8. On the day that you present, the following support materials must be submitted:

· a handwritten outline 

· a handout or other visual aid

· if applicable, a recipe and samples must accompany any cooking demonstration
9. Grades relating to the presentation:

· Outline (15 points) 

· Presentation of speech including handout/visual aid (60 points)

Caution: Make sure you are demonstrating something you know a lot about, and practice your speech so that you are certain it can be accomplished in the time limit.
	Demonstrative Speech Outline Sample

	SPEECH TOPIC
	What your demonstrative speech is about, the theme or subject of your talk.

	GENERAL PURPOSE
	To demonstrate

	SPECIFIC PURPOSE or PURPOSE STATEMENT
	This purpose statement is to clearly state your specific goal or purpose. To persuade that ... or to inform on ... Speech outline sample: The purpose of this demonstration speech is to persuade my audience how to pack light for an international backpacking travel trip. 

	CENTRAL IDEA or THESIS STATEMENT
	In the thesis statement you describe in one sentence your purpose and speech topic. In our example: Packing light for an international trip will mean freedom. 

	THE SUPPORTING MATERIALS
	List here in the demonstrative speech outline your sources, bibliography and possible visual aids. In our example: Backpack and supplies

	INTRODUCTION

	Get the Attention
	Start with a statement that catches the attention of the listeners immediately. For example: Pack and then remove half!

	How to Greet Them
	If they don't know who you are, and you are not being introduced, then you have to introduce yourself at this point in your presentation. And tell why you are the best person to give this demonstration speech. 

	Preview the Main Points
	Introduce in one sentence the main topics of your demonstrative speech. 

	Tell What's In It for Them
	State why your presentation is useful to your listeners. Offer a benefit. Example: Packing light for an international trip will mean flexibility and can avoid wrinkled clothes. 

	BODY SECTION

	Main Point I
	What props, examples, quotes, statistics, reasons, arguments, evidence, visuals can support your main points? Use them to construct your subpoints. 

	Subpoint 1
Subpoint 2
Subpoint 3
	

	Main Point II
	

	Subpoint 1
Subpoint 2
Subpoint 3
	

	Main Point III
	

	Subpoint 1
Subpoint 2
Subpoint 3
	

	CONCLUSION

	Summary
	Recap the main points, steps or action sequences.

	Closing
	Try to find an original sentence or eye-opener to help the audience remember your demonstrative speech.


	Demonstrative Speech Outline Sample

	SPEECH TOPIC
	

	GENERAL PURPOSE
	

	SPECIFIC PURPOSE or PURPOSE STATEMENT
	

	CENTRAL IDEA or THESIS STATEMENT
	

	THE SUPPORTING MATERIALS
	

	INTRODUCTION

	Get the Attention
	

	How to Greet Them
	

	Preview the Main Points
	

	Tell What's In It for Them
	

	BODY SECTION

	Main Point I
	

	Subpoint 1
Subpoint 2
Subpoint 3
	

	Main Point II
	

	Subpoint 1
Subpoint 2
Subpoint 3
	

	Main Point III
	

	Subpoint 1
Subpoint 2
Subpoint 3
	

	CONCLUSION

	Summary
	

	Closing
	


_______________/15

Demonstration Speech Rubric



Name: ________________________________________
	
	3
	2
	1

	Introduction

	Attention Getter
	Interesting
	Average
	Weak

	Preview of Main Points
	Well organized
	Weak
	None

	Body & Content

	Demonstration
	Clear and Thorough
	Marginal 
	Confusing

	Main Ideas
	Well-supported
	Adequate
	Weak 

	Tips/Background/Additional Info.
	Useful/Clear
	Marginal 
	None

	Transitions
	Smooth
	Adequate
	Weak - not enough

	Delivery

	Rate
	Normal
	Fast
	Slow

	Volume
	Normal
	Loud/Soft
	Loud/Soft

	Eye Contact
	Consistent
	Sometimes
	Never

	Enthusiasm
	Above average
	Adequate
	Lacking 

	Facial Expressions
	Appropriate
	Average
	None

	Gestures
	Natural
	Mechanical/Distracting
	Lacking/None

	Articulation and Pronunciation
	Good
	Adequate
	Weak

	Vocal Pauses/Fillers
	None
	Few 
	Many

	Tone/Vocal Variety
	Appropriate
	Marginal
	Monotone

	Posture/Stance
	Appropriate
	Distracting
	No movement

	Preparedness/Speaking While Demonstrating
	Obviously practiced
	Adequately practiced
	Needs more practice

	Visual Aid

	Usefulness & Appropriate
	Appropriate
	Needs Improvement
	Inappropriate

	Conclusion

	Summary of Main Points
	Strong 
	Adequate
	Weak 

	Final Impression/Closing
	Strong 
	Adequate
	Weak

	Total Score:               ________/60



