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STEREO’s Extremely Cool Scientific Panel

Check out this story to learn how really hip these scientists are.

CBS Evening News: http://media.bulletinnews.com/playclip.aspx?clipid=8c9541c3c6cfe2b&pub=nasa
STEREO rocked the world this week. Stories on first ever 3-D images of the sun  aired on major news organization in the US, China, Germany, Norway, Canada, France, and England.  US major hits include Good Morning America, CBS Evening News, CNN and Fox News.  A number of major local US media markets also covered the story including Chicago, Washington DC and New York.  STEREO reached millions and millions of people.

I’m still getting requests for images and video today.

This was truly a STEREO team effort.  PAOs and outreach folks from France, Germany, UK, Norway and US reached out to their local media and museums to get STEREO 3-D images out to public. 

I’d like to give special thanks to Eric De Jong and the JPL visualization team for crunching out animations and video late into the night so that everyone, including museums and outreach partners would have the materials they needed in time for April 23rd event.  I’d also like to thank Walt Feimer, for his wonderful animation, “How does STEREO make 3-D”. That animation was used over and over again almost every news story about STEREO.

Also, I’d like to thank Tom Bridgman for getting STEREO Frames and video up on a website that everyone could get to.

All images and video are posted to the www.nasa.gov/stereo site. Tom Bridgman is working on getting the rest of the STEREO 3-D frames on one website, so that everyone can download right and left eye video.

Terry Kucera, Anita Sohus, Paul Andres and Steele Hill, thank you for working with the museums.  Museums were extremely important to the success of the STEREO 3-D event.

And last but not least, Rich Melnick for all the late night video editing. 

This report contains some of the major media hits and also the responses we received from participating museums.  I didn’t include everything, but this sample will give you an ideal of what kind of impact we had.

Museum Feedback

Planetarium Hamburg:
Hi Terry,

everything went just great. We were busy until the very last minute.

It was a superb event !!! Yes, we did the server and distributed DVDs to the Media representative with a special note on the embargo and it just went great. STEREO was on main TV Monday night and the following days. 

We covered both print, TV and radio media.

Will call you later.

See you later,

Volker

Dear colleagues, dear friends,

a salut to you all at NASA! The STEREO Images made huge impression on the media and I just want to confirm all what Volker was describing and thank you so much for all the support for making this possible also for us at Planetarium Hamburg. I think we can now move forward and continue to show the upcoming results from STEREO unfolding - we are anxious to see CMEs heading towards earth in the upcoming months.

Thank you again to all of you who went the extra mile to let us join this worldclass event and the STEREO Mission.

All the best - to the best!

Thomas

Thomas W. Kraupe, Direktor

Planetarium Hamburg
Adler Planetarium, Chicago, IL:

This was an outstanding event!  It was the first time we used our new Space Visualization Laboratory for an educational event.  We did have media coverage - the Chicago Sun-Times sent their museum reporter, and CBS Evening News did some interviews and crowd shots.  We had the Lab open for 3 hours, starting when the embargo was lifted at 10 am CDT.  In all, we did 6 presentations, one right after the other.  When one group of 25-40 was done, another similarly sized group came in.  The giveaway items were a HUGE hit.  Everyone took home much of what we had to give out.  We will have no trouble giving out what we have left.  The 3-D posters, 3-D glasses, and the lenticular postcards were the most popular.

The images were wonderful.  In future image releases, what would work best for us would be full-color polarized stereo images for us to use on our Geowall system.  The most popular image was a movie - the "hairy ball" sun rotating model got plenty of "oohs" and "aahs".

We have to extend BIG thanks to Dr. Terry Kucera, STEREO mission scientist.  She spent the day with us and did 4 of the 6 audience presentations.  She was great with the public.

All-in-all, a very worthwhile event that worked well for us since it was during our busy time of year for school group field trips. The image embargo was lifted at a time exactly when school groups start entering the building.

Franklin Institute Science Museum, Philadelphia, PA

Hi Steele;

First, thanks for all the great stuff. It arrived Monday morning and we made a really good program out of what you sent along with the images. We opened the doors to the theater at 1:15 p.m. and by show start at 1:35 we had about 60 people. The number grew to about 80 people, most of whom stayed through the 30 minute program. We handed out the glasses as people entered and started the program with the overview video. I did the voice over for the whole program actually which worked out pretty well. After the overview we showed the orbital position videos and then looked at the images. We started with the 2-D stills to give folks some idea as to what features to look for in the 3-D images and the movies. After walking through a basic introduction to the Sun with these we went on to the 3-D movies. They were very well received despite the fact that they weren't what people expected in so many ways. Of course everyone thought jet would shoot out in their faces but we countered that expectation by pointing out where the 3-D effects worked best. Working through the movies showing what to look for seemed to be the best way to capture, hold, and focus people's attention on the images. Everybody got something to take away with them; one of the postcards, one of the scale/distance sun cards, or a poster. Everyone enjoyed the experience partly because we only kept them for 25-30 minutes and because I kept re-iterating that these were 'hot off the bird', so to speak. We had about 7 questions afterward and we took advantage of the opportunity to remind our visitors that they could go see the sun as near-real time as possible up in our observatory. All in all, it worked out so well we'er going to do the program again (probably)on Thursday. We're actually considering doing the program weekly until we run out of 3-D glasses.

-- 

Derrick H. Pitts

Chief Astronomer

Planetarium Programs Director

Franklin Institute Science Museum

222 N. 20th St.

Philadelphia, PA 19103

Teacher Response

Hi Lou and Jim,

Not sure who I should send this to, but thought you might have some ideasor could at least pass on my thanks and congratulations to your colleagues.  Please share this with whomever as you see fit.

I just looked at the newly released STEREO images.  Words fail me- this was so special and wonderful!

I had saved my STEREO 3D glasses that I was given at the NSTA meeting so I was ready- I thought.  But I have to confess I was not at all ready for the beauty and wonder of what I see in those images and videos!  I found myself sobbing as I watched one of the MPEGs showing an active region rotating around into view.  I felt like I was able to sit in space and see the Sun for the first time!  My little H-alpha scope may never be satisfactory again!

I have posted links to the site on both of the newsgroups for the courses I am taking for my master's degree program.  I am sure that my classmates are going to be just as blown away as I!

A huge thank you to all of you at NASA for sharing this wonderful view with the rest of us!!

I can see so many ways that this can and will be used by teachers and for astronomy outreach.

Neta Apple
US Media Hits

My favorite hit : CBS Evening News: http://media.bulletinnews.com/playclip.aspx?clipid=8c9541c3c6cfe2b&pub=nasa
ABC Good Morning America

USA Today

http://www.usatoday.com/tech/science/space/2007-04-23-solar-eruptions_N.htm
Baltimore Sun

http://www.baltimoresun.com/news/health/bal-te.stereo24apr24,0,7151561.story?coll=bal-home-headlines
CNN

http://www.cnn.com/2007/TECH/space/04/23/solar.eruptions.ap/index.html
Discovery News

http://dsc.discovery.com/news/2007/04/23/sunpics_spa.html?category=space&guid=20070423144530
Germany’s Greatest Hits

The SECCHI video showing the Sun in EUV was broadcast in the prime TV channel (ARD) in Germany on Monday night.

Press coverage gained:

Best: NASA-STEREO made it to all major newspapers !

A major TV movie of about 10 min. was shown in "Nano"

on 24 April, we also made it to late ARD Tagesschau on

April 23rd (11 pm). The main movie was repeated a couple of times the following days.

It is very good and it was worked out by Harald Brenner whom we

provided with your tapes.

France’s Greatest Hits

France 2 : today 7 a.m & 8 a.m : http://jt.france2.fr/8h/
* Newspapers

- Le Figaro : http://www.lefigaro.fr/sciences/20070424.FIG000000066_le_soleil_vu_pour_la_premiere_fois_en_d.html
- Le Nouvel-Obs :

http://tempsreel.nouvelobs.com/actualites/sciences/espace/20070423.OBS3679/premieres_images_du_soleil_en_stereo.html
Le Parisien

- Lemonde : http://www.lemonde.fr/web/portfolio/0,12-0@2-3244,31-900863@51-896790,0.html
* Websites

- http://www.flashespace.com/html/avril07/24_04.htm

- http://www.cidehom.com/astronomie.php?_a_id=374

Norway

Norway’s major news channel covered STEREO;

http://www.romsenter.no/?module=Articles;action=Article.publicShow;ID=50598

http://www.dagbladet.no/kunnskap/2007/04/23/498646.html

http://www.aftenposten.no/viten/article1752253.ece

http://www.bt.no/forbruker/vitenskap/article358050.ece

http://pub.tv2.no/nettavisen/verden/article985010.ece

http://www.folkebladet.no/nyheter/norge-verden__/innenriks/article86659.ece

http://www.abcnyheter.no/node/45190

Italy

http://www.repubblica.it/2006/05/gallerie/scienzaetecnologia/sole-3d/sole-3d.html
