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Assignment Description:
Select an object that represents a significant aspect of your cultural background, personality, values, ambitions, etc. Using the chosen object as a point of departure, develop a speech that explains how it relates to your life. The purpose of this speech is not to explain the object in detail, but to use it as a vehicle for introducing yourself to the class.
For example, a new mother might select a diaper as a vehicle for discussing her attitude as a parent. An avid basketball player might settle on a basketball to illustrate his passion for the sport and how it relates to his personal background.
If possible, you should bring the object to class on the day of your presentation. If this is not possible because the object is too large, too rare, or too valuable, you should bring a model, drawing, or photograph of the object.
Tip: Before you start planning your speech you might read chapter four, “Giving Your First Speech,” in The Art of Public Speaking by Stephen E. Lucas. I’ve posted the chapter on Blackboard in the “Course Materials” folder. This chapter provides a preliminary overview on how to prepare a speech, particularly a self-introduction speech. 

Assignment Guidelines: 
The speech should be 3 minutes. 

Speeches should be coherently organized and consist of: an introduction, body with 2-3 developed main points (supported with examples/stories), transitions, and a conclusion. 

Do not read your speech. Speeches should be delivered extemporaneously. Speak from brief notes or a keyword outline -- no manuscripts.
Strive to maintain eye contact with your audience. 

Practice your speech at least 5-7 times in front of a mirror or recording device before presenting your speech to the class. 
Self-Introduction Speech: Show & Tell
Evaluation Form
Speaker Name:

Object:

Was the speaker prepared? 
Did the speech fulfill the basic assignment requirements?
Speech Content (25 points):
Did the introduction grab the audience’s attention?
Did the speech have 2-3 developed main points (supported by examples or narratives)?
Was the speech well organized? 
Did the speech flow and have smooth transitions?
Did the speech have a memorable and effective conclusion?
Delivery (25 points):
Was the speech delivered extemporaneously? Did the speaker use brief notes or a keyword outline -- no manuscript?
Did the speaker maintain eye contact with the audience? 
Time:
Grade:


/ 50
General Feedback/Comments:
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