You frequently compare and
contrast different items or
places:

e You compare different pairs
of jeans before deciding
which pair to buy.

¢ You compare two Web sites
for the best price before buy-
ing a new computer.

TS for two minutes

about what you know about
making comparisons and
when you make them.

Comparison
and Contrast

Writing That Shows Similarities
and Differences

Understand What Comparison
and Contrast Are

Comparison is writing that shows the similarities among subjects—people,
ideas, situations, or items; contrast shows the differences. In conversation,
people often use the word compare to mean either compare or contrast, but
as you work through this chapter, the terms will be separated.

Compare = Similarities
Contrast = Differences
| J |

= m Four Basics of Good Comparison and Contrast

1 It uses subjects that have enough in common to be compared/
contrasted in a useful way.

2 It serves a purpose—either to help readers make a decision or to help
them understand the subjects.

3 It presents several important, parallel points of comparison/contrast.
4 It arranges points in a logical order.
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In the following paragraph each number and color corresponds to one
of the Four Basics of Good Comparison and Contrast.

4 Organized by order of 1 Grocery stores in wealthy suburbs are 2 much better than the
[Npoistcs 1 ones in poor, inner-city neighborhoods. & Suburban stores are large,
bright, and stocked with many varieties of each food. In contrast, inner-
city stores are often cramped, dark, and limited in choice. For example,
the cereal section in suburban stores often runs for an entire aisle, with
hundreds of choices, ranging from the sugary types to the organic, healthy
brands. The inner-city stores often stock only the very sugary cereals.
Another way in which suburban stores are better is in the quality and
freshness of the produce. The fruits and vegetables are plentiful and fresh
in typical suburban markets. In inner-city neighborhoods, the choices are
again limited, fruits are bruised, and vegetables are often limp and soft.
A more important difference between the suburban and inner-city stores
is in the prices. You might expect that the prices in wealthy suburban
groceries would be high and that those in the poor neighborhoods would
be lower. However, the reverse is true: Wealthy suburban shoppers
actually pay less for a nicer environment, more choice, and higher-

quality food than shoppers at inner-city stores do. Grocery stores are

just one example of how “the rich get richer, and the poor get poorer.”

This photograph taken by
student Harrison Diamond
shows two University of write | Compare the clothing of the two students in the foreground with that

Elot:’i'da students sword of those watching. Why are the two students dressed like this?
ighting.
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Many situations require you to understand similarities and differences:

COLLEGE In a pharmacy course, you compare and contrast the side
effects of two drugs prescribed for the same illness.

WORK You are asked to contrast this year’s sales with last year’s.
EVERYDAY At the supermarket, you contrast brands of the same
LIFE food to decide which to buy.

Main Point in Comparison and Contrast

The main point in a comparison/contrast paragraph or essay is related
to your purpose. Comparing or contrasting subjects can serve different
purposes:

= to help readers make a decision about the subjects
= to help readers understand the subjects

= to show your understanding of the subjects
To help you discover your main point, complete the following sentence:
MAIN POINT IN COMPARISON I want my readers to

AND CONTRAST after reading my comparison or
contrast.

Then, write a topic sentence (paragraph) or thesis statement (essay)
that identifies the subjects and states the main point you want to make
about them.

Topic sentence

Subjects + Main point = Thesis statement

[
Leasing a car and buying one are different arrangements.

[Purpose: to help readers decide whether to lease or buy]

Topic sentence

Subjects + Main point = Thesis statement

[ 11 1
My two sons have completely different personalities.

[Purpose: to help readers understand the sons’ personalities and how they differ]

Topic sentence

Subjects + Main point = Thesis statement

[ 11
The Vietnam and Iraq wars have several significant similarities.

[Purpose: to demonstrate your understanding of the wars and their similarities]

BRAD LEIBOV: Without
good written proposals,
| don’t get jobs.

l (See Brad Leibov’s
PROFILE OF SUCCESS
on p. 229.)

IDEA JOURNAL Write about
some of the differences be-
tween men and women.
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Support in Comparison and Contrast

The support in comparison/contrast demonstrates your main point by
showing how your subjects are the same or different. To find support, many
people make a list with two columns, one for each subject, with parallel
points of comparison or contrast.

TOPIC SENTENCE/THESIS STATEMENT: The two credit cards I am considering
offer different financial terms.

BIG CARD MEGA CARD

no annual fee $35 annual fee

$1 fee per cash advance $1.50 fee per cash advance

30 days before interest 25 days before interest
charges begin charges begin

15.5% finance charge 17.9% finance charge

Choose points that will be convincing and understandable to your
readers. Explain your points with facts, details, or examples.

00 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000000CCOCKOCCNCNSIEIDO O

PRACTICE 1 Finding Points of Contrast

Each of the following items lists some points of contrast. Fill in the blanks with
more.

EXAMPLE:

Contrast hair lengths

Long hair Short hair

takes a long time to dry dries quickly

can be worn a lot of ways only one way to wear it

does not need to be cut often needs to be cut every five weeks
gets tangled, needs brushing low maintenance

1. Contrast snack foods
Potato chips Pretzels
high fat low fat

twists or sticks

2. Contrast pets
Dogs Cats
bark
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independent
3. Contrast buildings
The most modern one in town An older building

lots of glass

only a few stories tall

4. Contrast dancing and other forms of exercise
Dancing Other forms of exercise

purpose: social, for fun

done at a gym

00 0000 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

PRACTICE 2 Finding Points of Comparison

Each of the following items lists some points of comparison. Fill in the blanks with
more.

1. Compare sports
Basketball Soccer

team sport team sport

2. Compare pets
Dogs Cats
shed fur

common household pet

3. Compare dancing and other forms of exercise
Dancing Other forms of exercise

done to music done to music

00 0000 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o
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Organization in Comparison and Contrast

Comparison/contrast can be organized in two ways: A point-by-point or-
ganization presents one point of comparison or contrast between the sub-
jects and then moves to the next point. A whole-to-whole organization
presents all the points of comparison or contrast for one subject and then
all the points for the next subject. (For charts illustrating these two methods,
see pp. 233-234.) Consider which organization will best explain the simi-
larities or differences to your readers. Whichever organization you choose,
stay with it throughout your writing.

00 0000000000000 0000000000000 0000000000000 000000000CCOCKOCCNCNSIEIDO O

PRACTICE 3 Organizing a Comparison/Contrast

The first outline that follows is for a comparison paper using a whole-to-whole
organization. Reorganize the ideas and create a new outline (#2) using a point-by-
point organization. The first blank has been filled in for you.

The third outline is for a contrast paper using a point-by-point organization.
Reorganize the ideas and create a new outline (outline 4) using a whole-to-whole
organization. The first blank has been filled in for you.

1. Comparison paper using whole-to-whole organization
Main point: My daughter is a lot like I was at her age.

a. Me
Not interested in school
Good at sports
Hard on myself

b. My daughter
Does well in school but doesn’t study much or do more than the
minimum
Plays in a different sport each season

When she thinks she has made a mistake, she gets upset with herself
2. Comparison paper using point-by-point organization
Main point: My daughter is a lot like I was at her age.

a. Interest in school

Me: Not interested in school

My daughter:

Me:

My daughter:

Me:

My daughter:
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3. Contrast paper using point-by-point organization
Main point: My new computer is a great improvement over my old one.
a. Weight and portability

New Computer: small and “ghf

Old Computer: heavy, not porfable

b. Speed

New computer: fast

Old computer: Slow

C. Cost

New computer: inexpensive

Oold computer: expensive

4. Contrast paper using whole-to-whole organization
Main point: My new computer is a great improvement over my old one.

a. New computer

small and light

b. Old computer

00 0000 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

Comparison/contrast is often organized by order of importance, TIP For more on order of impor-
meaning that the most important point is saved for last. tance, see page 82.

Using transitions in comparison/contrast is important, to move read-
ers from one subject to another and from one point of comparison or con-
trast to the next.

00 0000 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

PRACTICE 4 Using Transitions in Comparison and Contrast

Read the paragraph that follows, and fill in the blanks with transitions. You are not
limited to the ones listed in the preceding box.

College is much more difficult than high school.

is that students have to pay for college classes, while high school is free.

As a result, many college students have to work, take out loans, or both,
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Common Comparison/Contrast Transitions
COMPARISON CONTRAST
both in contrast
like most important difference
most important similarity now/then
one similarity/another similarity one difference/another difference
similarly unlike
while

making staying in school much more of a challenge.

is that there is a lot more work in college than in high school. College

students have to spend more time out of class doing schoolwork than

they had to in high school. Also, to the content of
high school classes, college courses are much more difficult. Often,
students have to get help from their instructors during office hours.

difference between college and high school is that

college instructors expect students to do the assignments without being
reminded. In high school, teachers remind students to do their home-
work and ask why if students do not do it. In college, students have to

take responsibility for their own success or failure.

000 0000000000000 000000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

Read and Analyze
Comparison and Contrast

Reading examples of comparison and contrast will help you write your own.
The first example in this section is a Profile of Success from the real world
of business. Brad Leibov started his own company, which helps to revitalize
urban areas, and he writes about one project, contrasting how it looked be-
fore and after.

The second and third examples are both student writing, first a
comparison/contrast paragraph and then a comparison/contrast essay. As
you read, pay attention to the vocabulary, and answer the questions in the
margin. They will help you read the piece critically.



Comparison and Contrast in the Real World

The following profile shows how a company president uses comparison and con-
trast in his job.

Background In high school, | put very little effort into completing my course-
work. When | first enrolled at Oakton Community College, | was not motivated
and soon dropped all my courses. An instructor from Project Succeed contacted
me after my first year, and this program helped me recognize that | really wanted
to put in the effort necessary to succeed.

A few years later, | earned a B.A. degree from a four-year university. After
working for a few years in community development, | was accepted into a top-tier
graduate program in urban planning and policy, from which | graduated with a
perfect grade-point average. Later, | started my own urban planning and develop-
ment company to help revitalize inner-city commercial areas.

Degrees/College(s) B.A., DePaul University; M.A., University of lllinois, Chicago
Writing at work | write contracts, proposals, marketing materials, etc.

How Brad uses comparison and contrast | often give examples of how my
company can improve a community —kind of before-and-after contrasts.

Brad’s Comparison and Contrast

The following paragraph describes how Brad’s company restored a special ser-
vice area (SSA), a declining community targeted for improvements.

New Chicago Fund, Inc., is an expert at advising and leading organizations
through all the steps necessary to establish an SSA with strong local support.
Our experience acting as liaison among various neighborhood groups and indi-
viduals affected by an SSA helps us plan for and address the concerns of
residents and property owners. In 2005, New Chicago Fund assisted the Uptown
Community Development Corporation with establishing an SSA in Uptown,
Chicago. Uptown’s commercial area was estimated to lose approximately
$506 million annually in consumer expenditures to neighboring commercial
districts and suburban shopping centers. Community leaders recognized that
Uptown’s sidewalks were uninviting with litter, hazardous with unshoveled
snow, and unappealing in the lack of pedestrian-friendly amenities found in
neighboring commercial districts. The Uptown SSA programs funded the trans-
formation of the commercial area. The sidewalks are regularly cleaned and are
litter-free. People no longer have to walk around uncleared snow mounds and
risk slipping on the ice because maintenance programs provide full-service clear-
ing. Additionally, SSA funds provided new pedestrian-friendly amenities such as
benches, trash receptacles, flower planters, and street-pole banners. The Uptown

area is now poised for commercial success.

Brad Leibov

President,
New Chicago Fund, Inc.

Vocabulary development

Underline these words as you
read.

liaison: someone who acts as a
communication link

hazardous: dangerous

amenities: attractive features

receptacles: containers

poised: in this sense, ready;
also means natural and bal-
anced, relaxed
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Vocabulary development

Underline these words as you
read.

consult: look at

last resort: final step

reluctantly: with hesitation;
unwillingly

TIP For tools to build your
vocabulary, visit the Real
Writing Student Center at
bedfordstmartins
.com/realwriting.
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1. Double-underline the topic sentence.

2. What subjects are being contrasted and what are the points of contrast?

3. What is the purpose of the statement?

4. What are the points of contrast?

Student Comparison/Contrast Paragraph

Samson Green

Men and Women Getting Lost

When they get lost while driving, women and men have different ways
to find the right route. As soon as a woman thinks she might be lost, she will
pull into a store or gas station and ask for directions. As she continues on,
if she’s still not sure of the directions, she will stop again and ask someone
else for help. Until they know they are on the right track, women will con-
tinue to ask for directions. In contrast, men would rather turn around and
go home than stop and ask for directions. First, a man does not readily
admit he is lost. When it is clear that he is, he will pull over and consult a
map. If he still finds himself lost, he will again pull out that map. Either the
map will finally put the man on the right route, or—as a last resort— he will
reluctantly stop at a store or gas station and let his wife go in and ask for
directions. Many battles of the sexes have raged over what to do when lost
while driving.

1. Double-underline the topic sentence.

2. Is the purpose of the paragraph to help readers make a decision or to

help them understand the subjects better?

3. Underline each point of contrast in the sample paragraph. Give each
parallel, or matched, point the same number.

4. Which organization (point-by-point or whole-to-whole) does Samson

use?

5. Circle the transitions in the paragraph.
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Student Comparison/Contrast Essay

Lou Enrico

Target and Wal-Mart: Not as Different
as You Think

Keep Wal-Mart Out! That slogan is what you hear from a lot of people
who think Wal-Mart is just plain bad, while Target is good. Communities
organize to prevent Wal-Mart from building new stores, and groups pro-
mote boycotts of the whole chain. In contrast, Target, the fourth-biggest
retailer in the United States, is welcome anywhere. However, the two stores
are more alike than different; the biggest difference is in people’s percep-
tions about them.

One perceived difference is in the quality of the merchandise of the two
chains. Many people think that low quality comes with Wal-Mart’s low
prices. They believe that the store’s clothing will fall apart because of poor
workmanship and inferior fabrics. They think its electronics will fail just
after the warranty expires. Target, on the other hand, is perceived as carrying
stylish, high-quality merchandise at affordable prices. People think that the
clothing and shoes are as durable as they are hip and that the furniture
could be found in expensive department stores. However, there is no proof
at all that the clothing, electronics, furniture, food —anything— at Target is
higher quality than anything at Wal-Mart.

Another perceived difference is in the business practices of the two
chains. The media are always running reports that make Wal-Mart look like
a villain: Wal-Mart employees are poorly paid. Wal-Mart buys from sweat-
shops in third-world countries. Wal-Mart discourages unions (Borosage and
Peters). Recently, the American Federation of Teachers urged a boycott of
Wal-Mart because of its “dismal record” on worker pay, benefits, and rights
(“Join”). In contrast, Target is rarely in the news, so we assume that its prac-
tices are better. However, there is no proof that Target employees make
any more than Wal-Mart workers, and Target discourages unionization
(Bhatnagar; Jones). Target also buys products from foreign sources that may
not pay and treat their workers fairly. In reality, Wal-Mart has made many
positive changes to its business practices, while Target has not, probably
because it has not been criticized by the media. Wal-Mart has changed
sources of foreign suppliers, for one thing. Also, it was recently named one
of the thirty best companies for diversity by Black Enterprise.

One of the biggest perceived differences concerns Wal-Mart’s effect on
local economies. People accuse Wal-Mart of putting small retailers out of

Vocabulary development

Underline these words as you
read.

boycotts: organized efforts
against buying from or deal-
ing with

perceptions: understandings of

inferior: of poor quality

durable: lasting

hip: fashionable; trendy

villain: an evil person

sweatshops: factories with poor
working conditions and pay

1

2 PREDICT What do you think
this essay will discuss?

3
IDENTIFY Outside sources are
in parentheses. Put a check-
mark by these.

4
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TIP For reading advice, see
Chapter 2.

business and destroying downtowns that once had many family businesses
(Borosage and Peters). It is said to be personally responsible for changing
the U.S. economy for the worse. In contrast, people are happy to hear that
Target is opening a new store. It is true that some Wal-Marts do put local
retailers out of business. The stores are big, they are not located in down-
town areas, and they carry a whole range of merchandise that used to be
spread throughout many smaller businesses. However, Target also takes
business away from smaller stores. Yet Wal-Mart, in contrast to Target, often
helps rural towns by opening stores where people previously had to drive
long distances to shop. You will not find many Targets in these kinds of
areas. Target wants to locate in richer communities.

The fact that Wal-Mart is the largest retailer has led to a lot of the
negative publicity it is getting. This negative publicity makes me wonder

how else the media changes people’s perceptions. Is perception reality?

Works Cited

Bhatnagar, Parija. “Just Call It “Teflon’ Target.” CNN/Money. 20 Apr. 2005.
Cable News Network, 2005. Web. 6 Dec. 2005.
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CRITICAL THINKING: READING

1. Double-underline the thesis statement. Put Lou’s main point in your

own words.

2. Underline the points of contrast in the essay.

Why does Lou think that people have certain perceptions of the two

chains?

4. What larger point does Lou make at the end of the essay?

5. Lou has cited four outside sources. What other sources or outside infor-

mation might have been useful?
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CRITICAL THINKING: WRITING
Choose one of the following topics, and respond in a paragraph or essay.

1. Go to aWal-Mart and a Target, and compare or contrast three things
about them.

2. Listen to the news or read an online news story. Choose one story and
write about how its observations may be perception rather than fact.

3. Look at an advertisement and write about how it creates a certain per-
ception of a product or service.

4. Write about how the media shape people’s beliefs. Include at least three
specific examples.

Write Your Own Comparison and Contrast

In this section, you will write your own comparison and contrast based on one
of the three assignments that follow. Use the following tools to help you:

Review the Four Basics of Good Comparison and Contrast (p. 221). L L

Point-by-Point

2.  Use either the Comparison/Contrast “Point-by-Point” or “Whole-to-
Whole” (p. 234) flowchart as a basic organizer.

3.  Use the Checklist: How to Write Comparison and Contrast Topic sentence
(pp. 236—-37) as you write and revise. (paragraph) or thesis
statement (essay)
00 0000000000000 0000000000000 0CPCOROCOEOCEOCNOSNONOSNONOSNONONOSNONONONOSNONONONOSNONONOSNOSNONONOSNOSLNOS VO Setsupthe
comparison/contrast

ASSIGNMENT 1 Writing about College, Work, and Everyday Life

v

Write a comparison/contrast on one of the following topics or one of your own.

For other ideas, see your responses to the photograph (p. 222) and the idea Point 1
journal (p. 223). Subject 1
Subject 2
COLLEGE
= Two teachers +

® High school and college

B Successful versus unsuccessful student behaviors Poulnt 2
Subject 1

WORK Subject 2

®= A job you liked versus one you did not like +

= Good employee behavior versus bad employee behavior

® The job you have versus the job you would like to have Point 3
Subject 1

EVERYDAY LIFE Subject 2

= Two friends or family members
= Two types of music +
= Your life now versus how you would like your life to be in five years

Conclusion

00 0000000000000 0000000000000 0CPCOROCOEOCEOCNOSNONOSNONOSNONONOSNONONONOSNONONONOSNONONOSNOSNONONOSNOSLNOS VO RemlndsreaderSOf
. . the main point and
ASSIGNMENT 2 Writing about Connections makes an observation
based on it

Read the following account of Lynze Schiller before doing the assignment below.
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Comparison/Contrast:

Whole-to-Whole

Topic sentence
(paragraph) or thesis
statement (essay)

Sets up the
comparison/contrast

\

Subject 1

Point 1
Point 2
Point 3

v

Subject 2

Point 1
Point 2
Point 3

v

Conclusion

Reminds readers of
the main point and
makes an observation
based on it

Lynze Schiller
Lynze Schiller started out at Middlesex County College and then transferred to
Marymount College. A friend invited her to an event sponsored by Personal
Dynamics, an organization that promotes community service projects. She was
inspired by the event and started attending their trainings: “They show you how
to be the change you want in the world.” One project she was involved in was
the transformation of a couple of storage rooms at a church in the Bronx, New
York, that does work in the community with battered women, homeless people,
AIDS patients, victims of violence, and other groups needing help. A crew went
to work to make two rooms—a library and the Empowerment Room —safe
spaces for people. The crew cleaned out the rooms, painted them, collected
donated furniture, and painted a mural of helping hands in the Empowerment
Room (see photo). All the work and materials were donated.

Here, Lynze describes the transformation of the storage space into the
Empowerment Room.

The room was used for storage and was full of stuff from floor to ceiling.
It was filthy and musty. All of the contents were covered in thick layers of dust
and grime, and most of what was in there was just junk. A large heating pipe
stretched across the top of the room, covered in cobwebs and with strips of dust
just hanging from it. It was a dingy gray, formerly some type of white. The
parts of the walls that were visible behind the junk were an ugly green and

badly scuffed, scratched, and scraped. Once we could see the floors, we real-

ized that they were hardwood, but full of gouges with any finish completely

worn away. We had a big job in front of us, but we were up to it.

We got to work, emptying the room and scrubbing it from top to bottom.
We resanded the floor and applied several coats of polyethylene to it. Cleaning
and sanding were the worst parts of the job, and we were all covered in dust
and grime, sneezing constantly. Next, we used spackle to smoothe the wall sur-
faces, and then painted them a calming blue. We repaired the woodwork and
painted it. We decided on a mural image, and one volunteer brought in a screen
to project the image on the wall. We painted the image. As a final step, an
electrician came and installed donated computers that people can use to com-
municate, find out about resources, find jobs, and so on.

When we were done, the storage room was truly transformed. All clutter
and junk were gone, leaving a clean, open space. The walls were sky blue,
perfectly clean, and the ugly pipe, painted the same blue, blended in with the
walls. The red oak floors gleamed and were covered with a beautiful brown and
beige Oriental carpet donated to our effort. Tables were set up for computers
and conversations. We were proudest of the wonderful and comforting mural,
which looked as if it had been painted by a professional. Transforming this
room gave me a lot in return for my effort: a sense of contribution beyond my-
self, teamwork, pride, paying it forward, and a chance to help others. It helped

me as a person and connected me with people who are great.
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ASSIGNMENT: Choose one of the following topics, and write a comparison/contrast TIP For more on connecting
paragraph or essay. Work either on your own or with a partner. to community, visit
bedfordstmartins.com/
= Participate in a cleanup effort in your community and then compare and realwriting.
contrast how the area looked before the cleanup with how it looked
afterward.

= Help a friend paint a room or decorate a space. Compare and contrast the
appearance before and after.

= Contact a hospital or nursing home about decorating for an upcoming holiday.
Compare and contrast how the place looks with and without decorations.

00 0000 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o

ASSIGNMENT 3 Writing in the Real World/Solving a Problem
Read Appendix B, “Solving Problems.”

PROBLEM: You need a new smart phone, and you want the best one for
your money. Before ordering, you do some research.

ASSIGNMENT: Working with a group or on your own, consult the rating chart on
page 236 or an online one. Identify three points that are contrasted in the chart
(or that you identify on your own) and make notes about why each point is impor-
tant to you. Then, choose a model based on these points. Finally, write a contrast
paragraph or essay that explains your decision and contrasts your choice versus
another model. Make sure to support your choice based on the three points you
considered.

00 0000 000000000000 0000000000000000000000000000000000000000 o
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STEPS

[0 Focus.
for doing so.

[l Narrow and explore your
topic.
See Chapter 4.

HOW TO DO THE STEPS

e Write down some ideas about the subjects.

e Think about what you want to compare or contrast and your purpose

e Choose specific subjects to compare/contrast, making sure they have
enough in common to result in a meaningful paper.




STEPS

O

Write a topic sentence (para-
graph) or thesis statement
(essay).

See Chapter 5.

Support your main point.
See Chapter 6.

Make a plan.
See Chapter 7.

Write a draft.
See Chapter 8.

Revise your draft, making at
least four improvements.
See Chapter 9.

Edit your revised draft.
See Parts 4 through 7.

Ask yourself:
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HOW TO DO THE STEPS

¢ Include the subjects and your main point about them.

e Make sure the sentence serves your purpose.

e Prewrite to find similarities or differences. Try making a two-column list
(see p. 224).

e Add details that will help your readers see the similarity or difference in
each point of comparison or contrast.

e Decide whether to use point-by-point or whole-to-whole organization.

e Make an outline with the points of comparison or contrast in the order
you want to present them.

FOR A PARAGRAPH
e Write a paragraph that includes a topic sentence and detailed points of
comparison or contrast. Use complete sentences.

FOR AN ESSAY
e Consider using one of the introduction types in Chapter 8. Include your
thesis statement in your introduction.

e Using your plan, write topic sentences for each of the points of com-
parison or contrast.

e Write paragraphs with details on each point of comparison/contrast.

FOR PARAGRAPHS AND ESSAYS
e Write a conclusion that reminds readers of your main point and makes
an observation based on what you have written.

e Write a title that previews your main point but does not repeat it.

e Get feedback from others using the peer-review guide for comparison
and contrast at bedfordstmartins.com/realwriting.

e Reread to make sure that all points of comparison or contrast are
parallel and relate to your main point.

e Add details to show readers similarities or differences.

e Add transitions to move readers from one point or subject to the next.

e Correct errors in grammar, spelling, word use, and punctuation.

e Does my paper include the Four Basics of Good Comparison and
Contrast (p. 221)?

e What is the best part of my paper?

e |s this the best | can do?



WRITING DIFFERENT KINDS OF PARAGRAPHS AND ESSAYS
238 Chapter 16 ¢ Comparison and Contrast

LEARNING JOURNAL Reread
your idea journal entry (p. 224)
on the differences between men
and women. Make another entry
on the same topic, using what
you have learned about com-
parison and contrast.

Chapter Review

1. What are the Four Basics of Good Comparison and Contrast?

2. The topic sentence (paragraph) or thesis statement (essay) in comparison/

contrast should include what two basic parts?

3. What are the two ways to organize comparison/contrast?

4. In your own words, explain what these organizations are.

5. Write sentences using the following vocabulary words: lLaison, amenities,

poised, perceptions, durable.

(=T Write for two minutes about the elements of a good comparison/contrast.

Spot and Start

Comparison Assignments in Other Courses

Spot
In college, at work, and in your everyday life, you use comparison and contrast in
many situations (see p. 223). The assignment or question might use the words
compare and contrast, but it might also use words such as discuss similarities
and differences, how is X like (or unlike) Y?, or what do X and Y have in common?
Also, assignments may use only the word compare.

v

Start
Ask yourself

1. How are the subjects alike or different? Make a list.
2. What examples will show readers similarities or differences?
3. Should | use point-by-point or whole-to-whole organization?
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