Comparison/Contrast Essay


The Comparison/Contrast Essay is another kind of expository writing.  When writers compare two items, they tell how they are similar.  When writers contrast two items, they tell how they are different.  Comparing and contrasting two items can be a useful way of explaining them.  

Comparison

· When you compare two topics, you look for things that are similar between your two topics.
· Ask yourself, “How are these two topics alike?”
Contrast

· When you contrast two topics, you look for things that are different between your two topics.

· Ask yourself, “How are these two topics different?”

Topic Suggestions for Compare and Contrast Essay

amphibians and reptiles                  ____________________________________
two inventions                                  ____________________________________
a book and its movie version          ____________________________________
two games or sports                         ____________________________________
two animals                                        ____________________________________
the sun and the moon                      ____________________________________
living in the country vs. the city      ____________________________________    

tornadoes and hurricanes                ____________________________________
autumn and spring                             ____________________________________
________________________                ______________________
________________________                ______________________
________________________                ______________________
________________________                ______________________
________________________                ______________________
________________________                ______________________
________________________                ______________________
________________________                ______________________
________________________                ______________________
________________________                ______________________
Batman and Superman - A Super Hero’s Job

Imagine the final years of The Great Depression. World War II was starting across the ocean in Europe.  Out of this dark time came two of the earliest comic book super heroes, Superman and Batman.  There are many comparisons and contrasts of these two fictional characters, Batman and Superman.
When comparing the super heroes, Superman and Batman, there are many similarities.  Both of them were created in the 1930’s.  Kids could read about their favorite heroes using their hidden identities to conquer the evil powers. Superman and Batman also wore disguises, so citizens wouldn’t recognize their true appearance. Furthermore, Superman and Batman wanted to help others and make the world a better place.  Likewise, they were able to do this because of their superhuman strength.  There are many similarities between Superman and Batman that are easy to identify.  

When contrasting Superman and Batman, there are many differences between these two super heroes.  Although both of these characters were heroes, they had their own unique characteristics.  While Superman was flying through the air like a bird or a plane, Batman was cruising through the streets in his Batmobile.  Like many other comic book heroes, Superman came to earth from a foreign planet called Krypton, but Batman was the first Earth born super hero.  Working as a reporter named Clark Kent, Superman was able to conceal his real identity.  On the other hand, Batman simply hid his identity behind a mask.  When contrasting Superman and Batman many differences make each character unique.


Today, kids are still interested in the adventures of Superman and Batman.  Now, over fifty years after World War II, the world is a different place with many problems that are unique to a new generation.  Although times have changed, many super heroes from the past are still popular. Superman and Batman will continue to bring pleasure to those who enjoy comic book super heroes.

Now You Write!
DIRECTIONS: Follow the steps below to write your own comparison/contrast essay.  Check off each step as you complete it.

· STEP #1  Choose two topics that you would like to compare and contrast.  Write them in the blanks.
        Topic #1 ______________________________  Topic #2 _____________________________

· Step #2 Write down everything you know about each topic in the space provided below.
Topic #1 _______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Topic #2 __________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

· STEP #4  Now you are ready to start writing.  
INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH:  5 POINTS

· The cover includes a title relating to the two topics, and images have proper source information
· Opening sentence engages the reader

· Briefly introduce the two topics that you will be comparing and contrasting

· Thesis statement clearly links the two topics 

· Three or more sentences in the introduction paragraph

COMPARISON PARAGRAPH: 5 POINTS

· Starts with a topic sentence

· Includes three similarities between the two topics

· Uses enough details to support the similarities

· Uses three or more comparison words effectively

· Five or more sentences in the comparison paragraph

CONTRAST PARAGRAPH: 5 POINTS

· Starts with a topic sentence

· Includes three differences between the two topics

· Uses enough details to support the differences

· Uses three or more contrast words effectively

· Five or more sentences in the contrast paragraph

CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH: 5 POINTS

· Restates the two topics in an interesting way

· Includes final comments as it reaches a satisfying conclusion

· Three or more sentences in this paragraph

CONVENTIONS/EDITING: 5 POINTS

· Spelling is correct

· Punctuation and capitalization are accurate

· Grammar and usage are correct

· Sentences are complete and vary in length and structure

· The paper is a polished piece and ready for publication
Transitional Word List for Compare and Contrast Essay
Here are some transitional words to use in your paper to help show logical connections.  This will help your writing flow smoothly and clearly show the relationship between your ideas.

       Comparison Words                                       Contrast Words

   similar      both      like      just as                                      on the other hand     however     unlike

just like     likewise     also     not only                                difference     in contrast     although

similarly     furthermore     in addition                              instead of     but     nevertheless

· STEP #5 Peer editing.  Have your partner read your paper and complete the peer editor form
PEER EDITOR FORM

DIRECTIONS:  Write “YES” or “NO” in the blanks to answer the questions.

INTRODUCTION
_____Does the paper have a title?

_____Does the opening sentence engage the reader?

_____ Is there a clear statement telling what the essay is about?

_____Are there two topics mentioned that will be compared and contrasted?
_____Does the writer include three or more sentences in this paragraph?

COMPARISON PARAGRAPH

​_____Does the paragraph start with a topic sentence?

_____Has the writer included three similarities between the two topics?

_____Are there enough details to support the similarities?

_____Has the writer included three or more comparison words in this paragraph?

_____Are there five or more sentences in this paragraph?

CONTRAST PARAGRAPH

_____Does the paragraph start with a topic sentence?

_____Has the writer included three differences between two topics?

_____Are there enough details to support the differences?

_____Has the writer included three or more contrast words in this paragraph?

_____ Are there five or more sentences in this paragraph?

CONCLUSION

_____Does the paragraph restate the two topics in an interesting way?

_____Do the final comments make the essay complete?

_____Are there three or more sentences in this paragraph?

EDITING

_____ Are there spelling, punctuation, capitalization, or grammar errors that should be fixed?

_____Did the writer use complete sentences?
Peer Editor’s signature ___________________________________________
· STEP #6 Self-edit, revise, and make all necessary corrections.  Check your spelling, punctuation, capitalization, and grammar. 
SELF-EDITING FORM

DIRECTIONS:  Write “YES” or “NO” in the blanks to answer the questions.

INTRODUCTION

_____Does your paper have a title?

_____Does the opening sentence engage the reader?

_____ Is there a clear statement telling what the essay is about?

_____Are there two topics mentioned that will be compared and contrasted?
_____Have you included three or more sentences in this paragraph?

COMPARISON PARAGRAPH

​_____Does the paragraph start with a topic sentence?

_____Have you included three similarities between the two topics?

_____Are there enough details to support the similarities?

_____Have you included three or more comparison words in this paragraph?

_____Are there five or more sentences in this paragraph?

CONTRAST PARAGRAPH

_____Does the paragraph start with a topic sentence?

_____Have you included three differences between the two topics?

_____Are there enough details to support the differences?

_____Have you included three or more contrast words in this paragraph?

_____ Are there five or more sentences in this paragraph?

CONCLUSION

_____Does the paragraph restate the two topics in an interesting way?

_____Do the final comments make the essay complete?

_____Are there three or more sentences in this paragraph?

EDITING

_____ Are there spelling, punctuation, capitalization, or grammar errors that should be fixed?

_____Did you use complete sentences?
· STEP #7   Review your final copy.
· STEP #8   Make a cover for your paper.
· STEP #9  TURN IN YOUR PACKET, COVER, ROUGH DRAFT, AND FINAL COPY!               
Compare and Contrast Grading Rubric
_______   INTRODUCTION PARAGRAPH:  5 POINTS

· The cover includes a title relating to the two topics, and images have proper source information
· Opening sentence engages the reader

· Briefly introduce the two topics that you will be comparing and contrasting

· Thesis statement clearly links the two topics 

· Three or more sentences in the introduction paragraph

________   COMPARISON PARAGRAPH: 5 POINTS
· Starts with a topic sentence

· Includes three similarities between the two topics

· Uses enough details to support the similarities

· Uses three or more comparison words effectively

· Five or more sentences in the comparison paragraph

________   CONTRAST PARAGRAPH: 5 POINTS
· Starts with a topic sentence

· Includes three differences between the two topics

· Uses enough details to support the differences

· Uses three or more contrast words effectively

· Five or more sentences in the contrast paragraph

________   CONCLUSION PARAGRAPH: 5 POINTS
· Restates the two topics in an interesting way

· Includes final comments as it reaches a satisfying conclusion

· Three or more sentences in this paragraph

________   CONVENTIONS/EDITING: 5 POINTS

· Spelling is correct

· Punctuation and capitalization are accurate

· Grammar and usage are correct

· Sentences are complete and vary in length and structure
· The paper is a polished piece and ready for publication

Total Points Earned ______/ 25
Percentage ______ 
Grade ______
