
Please complete the following essay prompts for your application. Each should be two 
pages, double spaced. The document can be uploaded on the student status page of the 
application once you submit the application. 
  
Essay Prompts: 
  
Admission	Essay	1	(Ph.D.	Curriculum	and	Instruction	applicants):	Select	one	line,	sentence,	or	
phrase	from	our	mission	statement	(below)	and	write	your	response	to	it. 
  
The	Ph.D.	in	Curriculum	and	Instruction	is	a	journey	of	profound	personal	and	professional	
discovery.	The	program	is	individualized	to	Ph.D.	candidates,	responsive	to	communities,	built	
upon	the	philosophy	that	students	are	agents	of	their	own	learning,	and	committed	to	
fostering	a	symbiotic	relationship	between	research	and	community.	This	Ph.D.	program	
distinguishes	itself	by	a	commitment	to	scholarship	that	is	devoted	to	critical	issues	related	to	
teaching	and	learning.	Candidates	develop	collaborative	explorations	and	employ	multiple	
research	and	disciplinary	lenses	to	understand	and	address	local	and	global	educational	needs	
by	working	with	and	for	the	people	and	communities	studied.	 
 
Admission	Essay	2	(Ph.D.	Curriculum	and	Instruction	applicants):	Tell	us	a	story	about	a	specific	
turning	point	in	any	stage	of	your	life	that	illustrates	your	perspective	on	learning. 
	


