Learning is a Hoot in Room 32!
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Mrs. Keeton 
  3rd Grade
Russell Ranch
2016-17
Dear Parents,


Welcome back to school!  I know you are as eager for your student to succeed in school as I am.  Every student needs to feel confident and successful and experience the pride of accomplishment for his/her endeavors.  This makes learning enjoyable.  I believe all students need to assist the teacher in promoting a teaching environment so every student has the opportunity to learn.  Please take the time to read through this booklet of important information about my policies and procedures that will help foster a positive learning environment.    

RUSSELL RANCH BEHAVIOR EXPECTATIONS

Mustangs are . . . Respectful, Responsible, Friendly and Safe
CLASSROOM RULES

*Be respectful to other people and things.

*Be a good listener and follow directions.


*Use good manners.


*Work and play safely.

POSITIVE CONSEQUENCES FOR APPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR


*Verbal praise or written thank you notes and compliments


*Choice activity time


*Lunch on the picnic tables

*Silver horseshoes for school drawings and class goals


*Tickets for classroom drawings

CONSEQUENCES FOR INAPPROPRIATE BEHAVIOR


*Student is given a verbal warning.


*Student’s clothespin is moved on the behavior monitoring system.

*Student will meet with teacher at recess to discuss behavior.

*Student is moved to another area of the room or adjacent classroom to complete their work.  Unfinished work may be sent home.
*Teacher will contact parents.
*Student will meet with parent, teacher and principal.

HOMEWORK POLICY & PROCEDURES

Weekly Homework – Homework will be assigned daily as reinforcement for an activity or skill learned at school.  Homework also helps students develop responsibility and gives parents an opportunity to be involved in their student’s learning process.  Third graders will have a weekly reading assignment sheet due Friday and nightly math (to be turned in the following day).  Third grade homework may also include grammar, cursive or writing practice, or preparation for a science or social studies test.  Please check and sign the assignment sheet nightly.  It is the student’s responsibility to neatly complete the work in pencil and to return the assignments (and Homework Folder) to school.  It is the parent’s responsibility to provide the student with a quiet place to work and offer support if needed.  Students will be given adequate notice of any long-term assignments, like book reports and projects.  A grading rubric and detailed directions will accompany long-term assignments.

Nightly Reading - Each third grade student should read 15-20 minutes nightly.  Students will use the weekly reading assignment sheet to help keep track of daily reading and respond to the text.  You can assist your child in developing their reading comprehension skills by discussing their independent reading with them.  Students are encouraged to take Accelerated Reader (AR) tests on their independent reading.

Late Work – All completed assignments turned in on the due date will be considered for full credit.  Homework that is incomplete or missing will be completed during recess/choice time activities, or sent home for completion.  Students who are ill will be given additional time to complete missed assignments.  Students who miss a test can arrange a before or afterschool make-up session.  

Written Work – Work is to be written in the student’s best printing, unless otherwise directed.  (For example, some projects can be typed.  Third graders will use cursive later in the year.)  The assignment should follow the proper heading:  name and student number.  Please assist your student in checking his or her work for proper grammar, spelling, punctuation, and capitalization.  Complete sentences are to be used.  The overall appearance of all assignments should be neat and clean.  Homework completed in colored pencil or ink will not be accepted.  Please encourage your student to use pencil and erase neatly.
STUDENT EVALUATION 

Language Arts:


*Oral Reading Passages 


*Growth Model Assessments (i-Ready)

*Writing Genres:  Opinion, Informative/Explanatory, Narrative, Research 

*Benchmark Weekly and Unit Assessments

*AR quizzes and STAR reading assessment
*Smarter Balanced Assessment (CAASPP)
Mathematics:


*Growth Model Assessments (i-Ready)

*Topic (Chapter) Tests


*Math Facts Tests (multiplication and division)
*Smarter Balanced Assessment (CAASPP)
Social Studies and Science:
*These areas will be evaluated primarily through teacher observation, student participation, projects, and chapter/unit quizzes.
Report Cards and Grading – Report cards are issued three times per year.  Third graders receive a standards based score in reading, writing, listening and speaking, social studies, science, and mathematics.  Students will also receive marks for demonstrating Lifelong Learning Skills and marks for participation in Technology, Visual and Performing Arts, and Physical Education.
Daily class work assignments, unit tests, homework, daily group and individual participation, daily behavior and performance on projects and growth model assessments will be used in evaluating your student’s growth.  
Parent Conferences – I will send home a “request for conference” sheet at conference time during the first trimester.  I will do my best to schedule your conference at your convenience.  You are invited to request an additional conference at any time should you feel one is necessary.  

ADDITIONAL ITEMS


Birthdays – Students love to celebrate birthdays!  The best times to deliver treats to the classroom are before school (8:20 AM) and just before lunch (11:50 PM).  Treats like cookies and cupcakes are the easiest for students to distribute.  All treats should be store bought for the safety of our students with food allergies.  Please send a minimum of 24 treats.
Families looking for a healthier alternative to treats might consider starting a new birthday tradition.  Invite your child to choose a favorite book to donate to the classroom library in honor of their special day.  
Students with summer birthdays are welcome to celebrate their half birthday with the class.  June birthdays would be celebrated in December.  Students with July birthdays can celebrate in January.
Book Orders – Scholastic Reading Club order forms will come home monthly via the Friday Folder.  Please send a check or money order (no cash) with your order form by the following Friday or order books online and pay with your credit card.  Materials typically arrive two weeks after the order is placed.  Our class code is GRMZT.

Emergency Procedures – Students will practice fire, lockdown, and disaster procedures monthly.  In the event of a true emergency that results in the evacuation of Russell Ranch, students will be walked to neighboring Vista Del Lago High School for safe pick-up.

Friday Folders – Please look for the red Mustang Folder in your student’s backpack on Friday afternoons.  Important information pertaining to our classroom, grade level, school and district will come home via the Friday Folder in addition to graded student work and practice activities.  Please review the work with your student.  Box tops, forms requiring a signature, and book orders are examples of items that may be returned to school via the Friday Folder.  Friday Folders should be returned to school the following Monday.  

Illnesses – Regular attendance is crucial to your child’s success, however, we are all subject to the occasional illness.  If your child is going to miss school, please notify the office first thing in the morning.  Upon your request, I can then gather your child’s class work and materials and leave it in the office or send it home with a sibling or classmate.  


Lunches – Parents can monitor their child’s account activity and balance and make online payments at www.EZSchoolPay.com.  
Spirit Days – Every Friday is school spirit day.  Students are encouraged to show their Mustang pride by wearing a Russell Ranch shirt, sweatshirt or school colors. 

Student School Supplies – Please refer to the “Student Supply List” link available on our class website for a recommended list of supplies your student may want to keep in his/her desk.  Please do not send tape, staples/staplers, correction fluid, paper clips, or binders to school.  In addition, the number of supplies should be limited.  Three pencil grips are acceptable, twenty are a distraction. 

Water Bottles – Students are free to bring water bottles to the classroom.  I recommend a reusable water bottle (clearly labeled with student’s name) that can go through the dishwasher at the end of each week.   Should the water bottle become a “toy,” the student will loose the privilege of having water at his/her desk.


Weekly Schedule – A general schedule of our activities will be provided for your planning use.  I know that it is difficult to schedule doctor and dentist appointments after school; however, there are some times during the day that may be less critical for your child to miss class.  If your child will miss 5 or more days of school due to a trip, I can prepare an Independent Study Contract.  Please let me know at least two weeks ahead of time.

Wish List for Classroom Supplies – soft tissue boxes, band-aids, hand sanitizer, double sided tape, Clorox/Lysol wipes, baby wipes, thin black Sharpies, graph paper, eraser caps, dry erase (whiteboard) markers, highlighters, post-it notes
Thank you for taking the time to review the information in this booklet.  Additional information regarding class procedures and policies, expectations, homework, and volunteers will be discussed at Back to School Night.  Please join me on Thursday, August 11th from 5:30 to 6:30 PM in our classroom, Room 32.  

I encourage you to contact me if you have a question or concern about your student.  You are welcome to leave a message at the school, 294-2430, ext. 285232, or e-mail me at jkeeton@fcusd.org.  I will respond to your message as soon as possible.  I am looking forward to a great year.
Sincerely,

Mrs. Julie Keeton
