AP English Literature: “Summer” 2018 Assignment aka Homework Assignment # 1 
Dr. Hall 

thall@powayusd.com
If you have any questions about this assignment, please contact me.  If you contact me through email, please include “DNHS AP Literature” or some other identifying information in the subject line so I know who you are.
DO NOT USE SPARKNOTES, CLIFFNOTES, PINK MONKEY, E-NOTES, or any other supplemental resources for this assignment.  You may use your own BRAIN.
· You will have a choice of four coming of age novels from different American cultural perspectives. 
My Antonia by Willa Cather is written as a reflective memoir of a successful white, male lawyer from New York as he reminisces about the nostalgia of his childhood in Nebraska in the1890s and the influence of a Bohemian immigrant girl named Antonia.
I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings by Maya Angelou is set in the 1930s and is a memoir of the early life of the African-American author as she struggles with segregation and individual will versus social constructs.

The Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan is a novel broken into short stories of eight different women struggling with acculturation in 1960s San Francisco, four of them Chinese immigrants and four of them Second Generation Asian-Americans.
Bless Me Ultima by Rudolfo Anaya is from the perspective of a Hispanic-American boy growing up in 1950s New Mexico who is dealing with acculturating the religious and social traditions of Mexican and American culture.
· You will pick 2 to read and compare and contrast & complete the following assignments 

# 1: REVIEW CARDS: 

· After reading each book you choose, complete an individual Review Card about the book. Review card may be handwritten or typed. Your original work only to help build necessary skills and understandings for the course.
· See the following template on MyConnect or use the attached handout. 
· Example Review Card is attached for guidance (The Great Gatsby)  

· Writer / Nationality / Date written & published 
· Literary movement / Type of Literature (genre)
·  Setting --- where & when & significance
· Characters --- who each character is, relationships to each other, what they do & why important 
· Plot summary --- general summary of what happens in the story (bullet points)  
· Conflicts --- name all types of conflicts (both internal & external) & provide specific examples 

· Point of View --- what various points of view are present & how influence the play 

· Imagery / Motifs / Allusions --- important & repeating 
· Style --- syntax, diction, tone, irony 

· Symbolism / Allegory --- important & repeating  

· Themes --- find at least 3 different themes & explain each  

· Quotes --- find 3 important quotations & cite correctly 

# 2: THEME and MOTIF SEARCH: 
· After reading each book you choose, complete the Theme & Motif Search Chart either handwritten or typed.  Your original work only.
The work you do over the summer is very important for you getting a good start in the class. They will be the first work entered into your grade and the basis for the first major writing assignment due so they will be a large aspect of your grade the first few weeks. They will also be the basis of the first discussions and examples of the work we will be doing throughout the year, so you will want to be prepared. If you start the readings at the end of 11th grade, you will probably want to do the Review Card and Theme & Motif Chart as well, while they are fresh in your mind. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
# 3:  ANALYSIS  READING LOG ESSAY:  




 
· During the first week of school (not required over the summer), you will write an Independent Reading Log Paper analyzing the two works through comparing and contrasting, providing thorough criticism, and supporting your thoughtful analysis. 
· Cite sources correctly in text & on the Works Cited Page
· MLA format --- double-spaced --- 2 – 4 pages total typed
· Look through the following 5 questions and reference both works in a one paragraph response 

· Bold your question and then answer the question accordingly in  typed pages 
QUESTIONS:  
Compare and contrast both books by writing one paragraph on each of the following topics 
1. What are the “golden lines” for the books and how do these “golden lines” relate to the theme(s) of the books?  Golden line:  passage(s) that sums up the work thematically, and which you then explain and defend

2. Analyze at least one of the most prominent stylistic features which are present in both works--character, symbol, syntax, structure, motif, tone, diction, imagery, setting, voice, point of view, allegory, irony, etc.,--and explain how it contributes to the overall meaning of the works. Do not merely summarize.  
3. Explain & defend whether or not the work/ author fit into the time periods and cultures in which they were written. If they do fit what are the key components of this time period/style? If they do not fit, what does this contrast demonstrate?  
4. Point out some meaningful connections and differences between the two works to analyze.


5. Reflect on the works and explain why you agree or disagree with the ideas you encountered in the works.  What is suggested by the text about the author’s vision, beliefs, and values? How are the vision, beliefs, and values given voice within the text? 

Motif – a recurring subject, 

symbol, or idea in a literary work               Evidence of Motif (direct or paraphrased)                  Possible Theme ---- 1 sentence length 
	Prejudice- a precontrived judgment or opinion usually based on limited information.


	
	

	Sexism- Attitudes, conditions, or behaviors that promote stereotyping of social roles based on gender.


	
	

	Acculturation- Blending of different cultures and acceptance of different cultural expectations.


	
	

	Classism- Bias based on social or economic class.


	
	


Theme Search











