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I.  Philosophy/Purpose:  


Homework contributes toward building responsibility, self-discipline and lifelong learning habits.  It is the intention of the Pine Valley Middle School to assign challenging and meaningful homework that is used to reinforce classroom learning objectives, to see whether students understand the lesson and to find/use more information on the subject.  Homework can also serve as a communication link between school and home that shows what children are studying.    
II. Expectations:


Responsibility of the Student:



*Keep an up-to-date agenda for homework and other assignments and their due dates. 


*Turn in completed homework to the best of your ability on the due date.


*Students are responsible for obtaining all missed work.


Responsibility of the Parent:



*Help your student get organized.  Check their agenda daily.



*Contact the teacher if necessary to clear up any misunderstandings, 





troubleshoot problems, discuss time management and be informed about your 




student’s learning progress.



*Alert the teacher, in advance, when extenuating circumstances 






arise that may prevent homework from being completed on time.

III. Time:  

Actual time required to complete assignments will vary with each student’s study habits, academic skills, and course load.  Generally, students in 7th and 8th grade will average approximately 20 - 30 minutes per subject per night.  If your child is spending an excessive amount of time on homework, you should contact your child’s teachers immediately.

IV. Late Work Penalties:  

Homework assignments are due completed in class the day after they are assigned, unless noted by the teacher.  Homework assignments will not be accepted after the due date.  Students are encouraged to take advantage of The Early Bird Nest: A relaxed atmosphere, where students are monitored by a Middle School teacher, and can get their homework done for the next day from 3:15 – 4pm, Monday – Thursday.
V.  Student Absence From School:  


*If a student is absent from school for one day, they have 1 day to make up the assignment(s).  If 
a student is absent for 2 days, they have 2 days to make up the assignment(s), etc.  In a student absence of more than 3 days, student and teacher will discuss assignments and due dates.

*If the first day of an absence occurs on the day of a test, the student should be ready to take the test upon his/her return to school.  If the absence(s) is prior to and inclusive of the actual test date, the student will have an equivalent amount of time to prepare for and take the test.  

*If work is requested and given to student before a planned absence, the assignments are due upon return.    
VI.  Extenuating Circumstances:  

The student will work with the teacher to make a plan to deal with extenuating circumstances.  Examples of extenuating circumstances may include: family emergencies/death in family, injuries, and extended illnesses.  Student or parent must notify the teacher.
