Here is a suggested brief de-registration letter for those de-registering a child from a school in England.

It does not need to be long or give reasons for your decision or any details about your plans. If you have a friendly relationship with the school you may like to add a note of thanks or give reason for your decision, but this is not necessary.









(Your address here)

(School Address here)

Dear Sir/Madam

Re: (child’s name & date of birth)
After careful consideration I/we have decided to withdraw my/our daughter from school in order to take personal responsibility for her education. Please delete her name from the register in accordance with Education (Pupil Registration) Regulation 8(1)(d) 2006, as she is now receiving education otherwise than at school.

Please will you confirm receipt of this letter and inform us of the date that our daughter’s name was removed from the register.

Yours sincerely. 

Special Needs children in Special Schools 

Although regulation 8 (1) (d) effectively allows deregistration on demand, it does not apply to children who have been placed by the LA in special schools. Regulation 8(2) provided that in this situation a child cannot be deregistered without the LA's consent. This restriction is meant to protect the interests of more vulnerable children by ensuring that their special needs are met. But using it to make it harder to home educate such children could be interpreted as discrimination and prejudice. Section 7 of the 1996 Act makes it clear that the right to "otherwise" education extends to children with special needs.

A sample letter which could be used in this instance 



 
Director of Schools & Learning

Children’s Services 

Westminster City Council

64 Victoria Street

London SW1E 6QP 

Dear Sir/Madam
Re - (Child's name - date of birth - special school attending)

We are writing as the parents of the above named child, who is a child for whom the LA currently maintains a statement of special educational needs and who is a registered pupil at (name) Special School, (address). 

After very careful consideration, and following amicable discussions with staff and teachers from the above named school, we have now decided to take full responsibility for providing for our son's education, 'otherwise than at school' in accordance with section 7 of the 1996 Education Act.

We therefore seek the consent of the Local Authority to allow (child's name)  to be deleted from the admission register of the school, in accordance with Education (Pupil Registration) Regulation 8(2) 2006. Once consent has been given we will provide our son /daughter with an efficient full-time education suitable to his age, ability, aptitude and to his special educational needs. 

We look forward to consent for (child's name) name to be deleted from the admission register being given to the proprietor of (name) Special School in the very near future and request that confirmation of such action be forwarded to us within the next 14 days. 

Yours sincerely. 

