LOW PERFORMING STUDENT BLOCK GRANT PLAN

LEA NAME:  American River Charter School BOARD ADOPTION DATE: Feb. 14, 2019

Background

The LPSBG provides funds for local educational agencies (LEAs) serving students identified as low-
performing on state English language arts or mathematics assessments, who are not otherwise identified
for supplemental grant funding under the Local Control Funding Formula (LCFF), or eligible for special
education services.

These funds are designated to address the persistent achievement gap in California’s public schools, and to
provide resources and evidence-based practices to initiate and sustain authentic systemic change.

Describe how the funds will increase or improve evidence-based services for the pupils identified in EC
Section 41570(d) [9to accelerate increases in academic achievement.

Professional development activities for certificated staff:

American River Charter School (ARCS) will develop professional development opportunities for staff through
the utilization of a technology mentor. Student engagement, collaboration, and communication will lead to
improved achievement for students identified as low-performing in language arts and mathematics. In
addition, ARCS will invest in targeted, research-based staff development that supports student achievement
and engagement in the learning process.

Instructional materials:

American River Charter School will provide additional support to students identified as low-performing in
language arts and mathematics through the procurement of instructional materials that support positive
student outcomes and achievement.

Additional supports for pupils:

American River Charter School will support students identified as low-performing in language arts and
mathematics by providing students with research based interventions, formative assessments and
reteaching that further informs the curriculum planning, scheduling and academic interventions that closes
the achievement gap.

Describe how the effectiveness of services will be measured.

ARCS is prioritizing interventions for the student groups which the California School Dashboard indicate as
having a performance gap. In order to increase access for immediate interventions, data cycles have been
implemented that produce formative data every 4 to 6 weeks. This data informs the team regarding
students needing intervention in either Math or ELA or both. Providing students with research based
interventions, formative assessments and reteaching will further inform necessary shifts in curriculum
planning and master schedule development at ARCS. Additionally, ARCS will provide school wide academic
interventions to close the achievement gap in identified sub groups through the use of computer assisted
technology (computer software that individualizes learning and personalizes goals for at risk learners) and
providing small group instruction, expand professional development in those subject areas that support
high quality instruction including Next Generation Science Standards, Learning Management Systems,
Academic Intervention and Supports and Social Emotional Learning and refine development and use of
Professional Learning Communities toward forming collaborative professional environments that use data-
driven decision-making protocols, reflective practices, and critical analysis of benchmarks to ensure
continuous school improvement.
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Describe how the services align with and are described in the school district’s local control and accountability
plan (LCAP).

The services described align with the American River Charter School LCAP by providing students with
research based interventions, formative assessments and reteaching that further informs the curriculum
planning, scheduling and academic interventions that closes the achievement gap. Similarly, advancing
instructional technology has been specifically identified as a high priority in the LCAP.




